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MONSIEUR LE COMTE DE C. 

SIR, 

JL HE favourable opinion you are 
pleaf64i:tQAp5«'0%'vOf nay Travels, 
ought nOtj •h^m.-airsLid, to be attri- 
buted toft^uniefit, but folely to 
that zeal for tli6 'general interefls 
of men, and the encouragement of 
the public fervice, by which you 
are eminently diftinguifhed. 

Aa It 
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It was never my intention to fub- 
mit to the criticifm of ftrangers the 
faults and imperfeiftions of my ftyle, 
which, I confefs, has often appeared 
, defedive to myfelf; and nothing 
but your authority could have en- 
gaged me in the defign of putting 
my crude diary in order. Monf. 
le Comte de BufTon and you have, 
unfortunately perhaps, over-ruled 
my judgement. Your friendftiip, 
and the very flattering fuffirage of 
that excellent genius, fo juftly ce- 
lebrated in the annals of literary 
fame, for his>|K^|^^vf(«rAKiHi^reci- 
fion, and for that 'dilKcttiiparable 
ttencil with whidfe: W&$ -traced 
t-he Hiftory of Nature,' could not 
feil to feduce me. Neverthlefs, 
to confent that my travels fhall be 
offered to the peru^l of the public^ 

mufl 



THE COUNT DE C. v 

muft be 4 very perilous compU- 
anee ; but ftill, however unaffec- 
tedly diffident of my own compo- 
fitioni, and whatever may be their 
fate in the judgement of the world, 
I cannot decline yielding to yoiir 
requeft. It is unneceflary to fay, 
that I have no pretenfions what- 
ever to ' the qualities expefted in 
an author ; that the bufinefs of 
adive life has afforded me neither 
time nor oppottunity to acquire 
them ; and therefore in the foUow- 
ittg pages I prefurae only to give ^ 
iimple and inattificijll defcriptioh 
of bbjefts, as they impreffed them- 
felv€?s upon my mind. But, Sii*, 
will others fhow the fame candour 
and indulgence with you ? Will the 
public, for the fake of unadorned 
truth, pardon the flyle of a military 
A3 ^ man, 
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man, who has been long a wanderer 
in wild and lavage countries ; who 
feeks only to convey his fentiments 
to the reader* without confuficm ; 
and who, little concerned for the 
ftudied ornaments of compofition, 
is ambitious of perfpicuity akme ? 
This work is the produ£don nei- 
ther of a philofopher, nor of a 
man verfant in letters; it is the 
plain relation of a traveller, the 
friend of man and of nature, who 
afieds not the charader <^ deep 
^gacity, but rather that of candid 
and common obfervation. In con- 
£dering perfons, manners, and 
things, the natural fenfibility of 
my mind frequently gives occa£on 
to refleftions, which I have no 
doubt muft claim the reader's in- 
dulgence ; but if he will conde- 

fcend 
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fei^nd to be my companion in the 
jcourfe of long and painful travels, 
which I undertook in the hope and 
eameft defire of ferving my country, 
as well as of gratifying the early and 
innocent propenfities of my own 
mind, I am confident the indul- 
gence I folicic will not be with^ 
held, 

I am foon to fail for France ; My 
health is confiderably improved, 
and the continuance of war renders 
my prefence neceflary at home. 
But, in ^ite of the very fincere 
pleafure I have in the profpeft of 
meeting with my friend, I cannot, 
though ray abfence fliould only 
prove temporary, part without ^3^- 
treme regret from my delightful 
valley of Baradaire. Alas! the 
A 4 beauty 
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beauty of this climate, and the 
peaceful rural borders of my river, 
accord moire with my feelings than 
the floify and contentious fcenes 
which await me in Europe. It is in 
the conftancy and refources of your 
friendfhip alone that I can hope to 
be compenfated for the pleafures I 
muft relinquifti with my prefen^ 
retreat. 

I have the honour to be, with 
fentiments the moft fincere and re-, 
fpedfiil, 

SIR, 

Your moft humble. 
And moft obedient fervant, 

PAGES. 



Baradairey St. Dprning^ 
lOtb May I'j^O. 
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A VOYAGE WESTWARD FROM THE COAST OF 
FRANCE, CROSSING THE ATLANTIC, AME- 
RICA^ THE SOUTH SEA, AND THE CHINESE 
ARCHIPELAGO, TO THE JSLAND OF JAVA. 



CHAP. L 

Detail of the ObjeSls to be embraced in the 
prefent Underiaiing — In exploring a North-- 
JVeJl Pajjage the Author refohes to accom^ 
modate himjelf to the Cujloms and Manners 
of the Nations through whofe territories 
he mujl necejfarily pafs — After a Pajfage 
frdm Kochfort to St. Domingo^ he embarks 
at that I/land for New Orleans. 

T) E F O R E . I proceed to the narrative of 
^^ my Voy^tge round the World, I have 
only to obferve that, invited by certain cir- 
' Vol. I. B cum- 
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cumftances rdativd to my private views, as 
well as on account of the fervice of the 
navy, in which I have the honour to be 
engaged, I conceived the defign of explo- 
ring the Indian feas by a weflern navi* 
gation* 

It was in the next place my intention, 
purfuing a courfe towards the north, to 
travcrfe China and Tartary, and, having 
penetrated as far as the coaft of Kamtfchatka, 
to diredk my induftry, in the line of the 
Ruffian fliores,^ to the difcovery of a north-- 
weft paffage. 

To ftudy the manners and cuftoms of 

-►thefe northern tribes, to affume their drefs 
and character, and, by attending them in 
all their expeditions, to move on from one 
village to another along the fea-coaft, were 
the very fimple means by which I hoped to 
accomplifti this laft part of my plan. I had 
little doubt of meeting with this great ob- 
ject of nautical inveftigation fomewhere on 
the northern confines of Siberia ; or, if the 
cgntinuity of land fhpu|d conduft ipe into 
the polar regions of America, I (hoiild at 

. leaft have the fatisfadion to afcertain the 
I a,bfolute 



BY SEA AND LAND* 3 

abfolute impoflibility of any fuch, cotnmu* 
nication: but being unable to obtain, as will 
afterwards be mentioned, letters from the 
midionaries of Luconia to their friends in 
the Chinefe dominions, I was * under the 
neceffity of defifting from this part of my 
intended expedition, 

I uled, even from my childhood, to read 
with lively emotions the relations of travel- 
lers wha had been engaged in the difcovciy 
of unknown countries ; and at a more ma- 
ture age, the conquefts of European na- 
tions in the two Indies, and the adventures 
of the Ruffians in the northern parts of their 
vaft empire, awakened my ambition for- 
fimilar enterprizes ; but above all, an ardent 
defire to furvey Nature's works in the na- 
tive charms with which they came from the 
hand of the Creator, became in me a fti- 
raulus to a^ion, and obtained entire pof- 
feffion of my mind. I was ftrongly per- 
fuaded that inconftancy, inipatience, and a 
crowd of idle and artificial wants, incident, 
to men who, frorri their birth and educa- 
tion, have been exclufively invefted with the 
command- of every important expedition, 
B 2 would 
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would eafily account for the little advaft-^ 
tage derived to the public from maiiy pre* 
ceding voyages. Hence I was inclined to^ 
infer, that a hardy and laborious manner 
of life, maintained with fortitude and per- 
feverance, was the only probable means of 
rendering the enterprizes of the traveller erf 
Ibme benefit to mankind : and, haviag an 
opinion that man is originally free from ma- 
lice, innocent, and inofFenfive, in jfroportion 
as he is removed from the arts of a refined 
and luxurious life; an extreme fimplicky in 
my whole conduft and charafter, howevef 
difliked by the faftidious tafte of the po- 
liflied European, promifed to be my beft 
recommendation to rude and uninformed 
minds. In thefe views, I loft fight of every 
difficulty before me, reflefted on the out- 
. lines of my plan with all the ardour of en- 
thufiafm, and was only folicitous for an op- 
portunity of carrying it into efFe£t. 

Such was the ftate of my mind, when, 
in the year 1766, my duty as an officer 
called me from Rochfort to the ifland of 
St. Domingo, concerning which I have no- 
thing to obferve, fince that country | as well 
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;as the navigatioa thither, has been Ipng 
fufficiently known, 

In conformity to thele rules, by which I 
hoped to qfcape the miicarriages of former 
travellers, I began to inure myfelf to habits 
pf life as fimple and fevere as new to my 
experience; a cpurfe of difcipline, however, 
I will fairly own, rather impofed by neceflity 
than embraced from choice, having neither 
fortiuiQ nor credit fgfficient to en^jble me 
to "vifit, in the eaiy and cpnyqwient manner 
I could have wifhed, nations either wholly 
iavage, little civilized, or for particular rea- 
fons averfe to ftrangers. I now haftened 
to the accomplifliment of my favourite plan 
>vith every degree of alacrity and difpatcl^, 
confiftpnt with the regard I owed to the fer- 
-^vice ; and availing myfelf of an opportunity 
I might never have found equally propitiou? 
to my defign in any other place than Cape 
Francois, I refolyed to depart. 

I embarked in a French veflel bound to 
New Orleans, relying for fucqefs in a fub- 
miffion to Providence, on auftere habits 
of life, on courage, and on a perfeve ranee 
^y which I hoped to pvercome all ^oil and 
B q fa. 
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fatigue, and even the hardfliips of bodily 
labour, when on any occafion circumftances; 
might render that expedient. New Orleans 
had lately been ceded to the Spaniards, but 
ftill I was in hopes it might be poffible to 
pafs through the country, which lies be- 
tween the rivers Miffiffippi and Rio Grande, 
or Bravo, which feparates the province of 
Louifiana from New Spain, and which is 
inhabited entirely by favage tribes. This 
comprehends an immenfe extent of coun- 
try ; but, undifmayed by the many diffi- 
culties in my way, I determined to purfuq 
the tra£l I had projefted, and to endeavour 
to enter the province of New Spain by the 
frontiers of New Mexico, 
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CHAP. Ih 



Arrival at the Entrance of the MiffiJJtppi—'De- 
fcription of that River j and of the Moblili 
^'^the Precautions to be obferved in navi^d^ 
ting this perilous Coaf. 

^TTE failed from Cape Francois the laft 
^^ day of June 1767, fleering for th6 
old channel ; and the wind being eafterly, 
pur courfc wgs weft-northrweft. Keeping 
rrtore to the north-weft, we gradually loft 
light of land, and paffed north of St. Ni- 
cholas* Mole, at the diftande of eight 
leagues. Continuing our courfe under thp 
lame wind, we Ipon obferved the coaft of 
Cuba, faw Cape de Mulas, and proceeded 
in queft of the iflands de Palumas, which 
form, on the fide pf the main, the entrance) 
to the qld channel ; but in order to mate 
fure of thefe iflands, their iituation being 
extremely low, we had been at great pains 
to afcertain Cape de Mulas ; fpr the con* 
tinuation of the coaft of Cuba is not eafiljf* 
perceivedj, ^nd ^t requires all the Ikill and 
B ^ ad- 
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addrefs of an intelligent pilot to approach it 
without danger. We entered the channel 
with the iflands of Palumas on the left, and 
Sandy Iflands on the ftarboard fide. It is 
here five leagues in breadth, and continues 
much the lame for almoft fixty leagues. 
The old channel is formed on the fidq of 
the ocean by a chain of fmall iflands and 
rocks, which extends to the channel of the 
Bahamas ; and on the fide of the ifland of 
Cuba by a reef of rocks and fand-banks, 
flretching out of fight from land. 

The wind was flill at eaft, with a gentle 
bfeeze ; and having the advantage of th^ 
current, we had the good fortune to clear 
the channel in the fpace of four days. It 
is furprifing, that fhips which have occafion 
to navigate thofe feas expofe themfelves to 
a long, and, by reafon of frequent calms, 
a tedious voyage fouth-weft of Cuba; fince, 
by purfuing the old channel, if the mafter 
be but properly on his guard, all thofe in- 
conveniences may eafily be avoided. We 
now ftood directly for Matance, an inland 
mountain, weftward from a bay of the fame 
name, which fcems to overtop the circum- 
jacent 
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jacent mountains m the form of a hat^ 
whence it ha^ beea named Chapeau de Ma- 
^nce. Having difcovered Havannah in the 
, ifland of Cuba, we flood off the coaftj^ and 
proceeded to inveftigate the foundings of the 
Turtle Iflands, fituated fouth-weft from Cape 
Florida. Sounding in the fouth-weft of 
thefe ifles, where they are not to be per- 
ceived on account of their very low fitua- 
tion, we had fifty fathoms water, on a 
bottom of blackifli fand, and this they deem 
the characJleriftic mark of thofe foundings. ' 
We veered a little to the weft, in order to 
ftretch acrofs the curvature formed by the 
gulph of Florida, and immediately loft them. 
Here we were detained by calms, and law 
multitudes of gold fifties, uncommonly 
large, and about five feet in length : they 
are diftinguiflied by a variety of beautiful 
colours, which glance upon the eye in an 
entertaining manner. I obferved, that the 
force of the current from fouth to north (a 
current probably owing to the trade winds, 
and the pofition of the neighbouring lands) 
was ftrongeft when the wind blew frefti at 
north. This appearance I can only explain, 

by 
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by fuppofing that the billows, dHvcn by 
the violence of the north wind againft a reef 
of rocks which ftretches to the eafl-ibath-r 
eaft, rebounding, pafs over their heads, and 
fall into a calm fea ; when its level being 
railed above that of the ocean, the waters, 
in recovering their equipoife, exhibit this 
extraordinary phaenomenon. 

Tlie winds frefhened, and we flood away 
for foundings between the river Mobille 
and the fouth-eaft branch of the Miffiffippi ; 
and having found forty fathoms oa a hot- 
torn of black clay, we continued our courfe 
with the lame depth of water. It is in this 
quarter that the navigator invelHgates the 
found ; for being, to the north- eaft of the 
fouth and fouth-eaft branches, he here 
edges into the current of the fouth-eaft, 
and fuffers himlelf to drift wnth the ftream, 
keeping in a depth from twenty five to 
thirty fathoms, until he gets in view of a 
fea mark. This he may difcover five 
leagues off, and the fliip comes to anchor 
north-eaft from it, at the diftance of two 
leagues, to avoid the force of the current, 
as well as the inconvenience of immenle 

trees 
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trees which are drifted down. The bottom 

of the Mobille confifts ofi a black clay ; 

that of the fouth-eaft branch of the Miffif- 

lippi of a whitifh clay with a fmall mixture 

of fine •fand ; and that at the fea mark is 

likewife of a whitifh clay, but entirely def- 

titute of fand. If, in coming to anchor, 

the pilot is regardlefs of thefe inflruftions, 

he will be in danger of drifting out to fea 

by the fouth-eafj: entrance, and by the 

eaflern and. fouthern ftraits of the foyth or 

main branch of the river ; he would then 

be carried through the weflern flraits of the 

feme fouthern entrance; when crofJing the 

third branch, which difcharges itfelf into 

the ocean, he would fall in with currents 

running towards the Bay of St. Bernard ; 2L 

bay but little known, and, from its frequent 

fand banks, and a coafl generally under 

water, much flreaded by navigators. 

The principal entrance, which, as I have 
already faid, is that of the fouth, contains 
various flraits or channels feparated by fmali 
iflands,. which are liable to be covered at 
high water during the fpring tides. One 
of them, fituated wefl from the fouthern 

flrait, 
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ftiait, was occupied by the French, who 
crcfted a beaoon for the convenience of 
fuch fhipping as might have occaflon to 
anchor on the fouth coaft. The Spaniards 
took poffeffion of another lying eaft from 
the fouth-eaft ftrait ; here they raifed a bat- 
tery, and creeled a beacon, maintaining 
ieveral pilots for the navigation of that 
channel, which appears to me by fir the 
moft convenient of the two. The arrival 
of veflels being generally from the eaft, and 
as the wind is moft prevalent in the iame 
quarter, -it is found, that failing in a northr 
weft direftion is more convenient than duQ 
north ; by the latter route* there is, befides, 
lefs jeppardy of being drifted into the Bay 
of St. Bernard. Here are, however, diffi-? 
culties in boih ftraits ; and it is no fmall 
disadvantage to the laft, that it contains only 
eighteen feet water in a channel which muft 
be navigated with great care againft a moft 
formidable current •/ we entered this ftrai^ 
with the afliftauce of a pilot. 

I \yas extremely furprifed with the beauty 
of the Mifliffippi, whofe waters, after mixing 
with the fea, prcferve their freflmefs anc^ 

pale 
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pale colour two or three leagues from Ihore* 
The force of the current, ftill perceptible 
at that diflance, carries out to fea vaft trees^ 
Tdiich have fallen from age, or. are under- 
mined by the ftream,. to the moleftation of 
fuch (hips as happen to come in their way* 
In the free and regular courfe of the 
river, it runs at leaft two leagues and a 
half an hour. The water driven to the 
banks by the great rapidity of the current, 
acquires, a motion difierent from what is 
obferved in the middle. We made it our 
bufinefs to profit by this circumftance^ 
by keeping the veffel in the eddy ; but^ iij 
fpite of every priecaution, we made little way. 
The wind, though rather in our fiivour, 
was incodfiderable, and we had frequently 
to contend with currents of extreme rapi- 
dity. Our hardfhips were alfo greatly ag- 
gravated by vaft fwarms of mofquitoes 
and fand-flies, the flings of which are ex* 
quifitely painful. The low and marfliy 
banks of the Miffiffippi are covered with 
reeds, which are particularly favourable to 
the increafe of thefe infedis ; and Nature, 
one would think, is careful to diverfify their 

fpecies. 
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ipecur^, with' a ricw to render the fmait 
tbr^ occzfuM to the traveller as various as 
it U poignant ; for I could perceive the fen- 
iationf of pain to differ with the form, fizc^ 
and colour of the tty. The vaft green fur- 
fece of reeds prelented to the eye, tall and 
undulating like the waves of the fea, might 
have afforded an entertaining profpefl:, could 
wc have forgotten to what malicious guefts 
they gave (helten The moft troubleibme 
fpecies of thcfe infeds during the heat of 
the fun is named Jrafipe iPabord^ a fly which 
bites the inftant it alights on the Ikin, with 
fuch effcdi that the blood immediately fol^- 
lowSt and hence the origin of its name* 
The frefli breeze of the evening baniflies 
them to the covert of their reeds, but they, 
arc fnccccdcd by myriads of gnats, which 
we endeavoured to drive away by kindling 
a fire, a remedy in ufe among the natives 
of Louifiana againft the fting and importu- 
nity of this intolerable race of infefts. 
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Navigation upthcMtJ}i(Jippt — Hefcrtpttonoftht 
romantic Country Jituated upon its Banks — 
Cultivation of the Province ofLouiJiana — 
CharaHer^ Mode of Life ^ and Commerce of 
the Settlers — Particulars refpedling the indi-^ 
gen(ms Inhabitants — Defcription of the City 
and Harbour of New'^ Orleans. 

TTAVING failed ten leagues farther, wc 
•*■ -^ came to the feparation of that branch 
which forms the fouth-eaft entrance of the 
Miffiffippi; and here we paffed an oyfter 
marfli, in which were fhells of prodi- 
gious fize, ufed by the inhabitants for the 
purpofes of lime-ftone. The fenny banks 
of the river afford a retreat to multi- 
tudes of morafs fowl, which, for the fake 
of their oil, receive an annual vifit from the 
induftiious inhabitants of New Orleans. 
Fifteen leagues above the entrances of the 
river we came to the creek Plaquemines, fo 
named from a kind of fruit very pleafant 
to the tafte. Here the country beginning 

to 
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tu rife above the level of the Miffiffippi, thd 
Icciiery becomes truly magnificent. Oil 
each bank are trees of wonderful fize^ 
which, warped in the wild luxuriance of 
plants and underwoods, form a thick wood 
impervious to the rays of the fun. Having 
made my way with much difficulty into 
the foreft, the foil, matted with a compoft 
df rotten leaves and branches, prelented in- 
fome places agreeable walks, whilft fre- 
quently we were intercepted by pools of 
ftagtiant water, or by enormous trunks of 
tfees, which a long feries of ages had le- 
velled with the ground. The fwan and 
cardinal, natives of thefe woods, are emi- 
nently beautiful in their plumage ; and the 
warbling of the laft is equally fweet and de- 
licate with that of the fiueft fongfter in 
Europe, In the nooks and angles of this 
river we met with ducks, teals, and other 
wild fowls, in abundance, nor is its ftream 
fcantily fupplied in different kinds of large 
fifli, fuch as the barbed and armed fi(h, 
whofe (harp armour frequently admonifhes 
the fifherman to avoid imprudent eagernefs 
iu feizing his prey. The wounds inflided 

by 
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by thefe animals are conftantjy attended with 

inflammation and fwelling. 

In this little bay of the Mifliffippi we wer^ 
pvertaken by a violent ftorm, which, as 
wt were moored to a tree, fnapped our ca- 
ble, and dragged the anchor to the oppofite 
fide. I find it is more common in this na- 
vigation to fecure the veffels by means of 
hawfers fattened on the bank, than by 
dropping an anchor, which it is extremely 
difficult to heave up, on account of the large 
trceg that lie fcattered in the bed of the 
jpiver. 

We now approached houfes and plantar 
tions of rice and Indian corn. Rice is fel- 
dom fown here bi^t in fields, which being 
only one or two feet above the level of the 

' the river, admit of canals for the purpofe 
of v^atering thcstp* Indian corn is cultivated 
over the whole province of Louiiiana, byt 
the crops, arc nowhere equally fine and abun- 
dant as in this part of the country. The 
houfes of the inhabitants are tolerably plea- 
fant, and erased feveral feet above the fur- 

' fljice of the ground, in order to guard agai^ft 

the humidity of the foil, ferpents, and other 

Vol. I. C noxious 
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noxious animals. The floolr isxonftruftcd 
of fquare pieces of large timber, dovcr 
tailed and fupportcd by ftrong beams and 
pillars. The body of the building, refti^ 
on another fet of pillars, has four fa9ades, 
with a gallery to each, and contains the far 
T»ily apartments. They confift only cjf 
bnt ftory, and are covered with thin pieoess 
of cyprefs wood, difpdfed and fixed on thfe 
roof in the manner of European flating. 
Each houfe is bordered by a piece of water^ 
and is placed in the middle of a little plan?- 
tat ion about two hundred paces fquare. Thp 
noble trees whicli once occupied this foil 
have been employed in building and in 
fencing the plantations; and in order to get 
rid of the remainder with the leaft trouble 
and difficulty, they ufually burn them. .lii 
plantations, however, newly inclofed, one 
ftill meets with large trunks, which coil 
the planter much labour to root out and 
clear away. 

After afcending eight leagues higher, we 
came to 'the jin/e Angloife^ and at the dif- 
tance of five leagues higher, on the 2&th 
July, we. dropped anchor oppofite to New 

Orleans, 



Orleans, This city ftands ^bout thirty 
leagues above the entrairqcs of the rive^:, 
zji4 oAly one from a lake which commur 
picates Wfth plantations lately ceded to the 
Bngli(}?t All the way from threp }eague§ 
a^)9ve the creel^ Plaqqeminea, the banks 
arc cultivated and populous* The harbour 
of New Qr|ean$ i$ largp and commodiouS| 
its populatJQii but moderate ; the hpufes are 
biuijt of brick 9 thp flreet$ plpan and broad, 
{ind fpnie buildings, particularly thofe which 
bdoijg to the Hing, are extremely hand- 
fame. The complexion of the people is 
fair, thin perfons, robuftj^ and their natural 
charafter cheerful and manly. The refideut 
inhabitants copfift of the garrifon, and fuch 
^s holi^ public eii^plpynaen^s, jperchants, and 
artifans pf a)l denominations. The planters, 
who are attentive to the cultivation of their 
ff^tes, as well as the merchants who live 
far up the country for the purpofe of trading 
.with the lavages^ are only feen in the capi- 
ta} during the intervals pf their induftry and 

I cannot fufficiently admire the bold and 

jiatrepi^ charadcr peculiar to the people of 

C 2 Louifiana^ 



20 TRAVELS ROUND THE WORLD, 

Louifiana, who, embracing the life of la- 
vages, affume their drefs, and, for a very 
flender rccompence, fubmit to their moft 
laborious occupations. While Ibme wan- 
der towards the fea-fliore in the chace of 
morafs fowls, whofe oil is produftive of a 
fmall branch of traffic, others ramble four 
or five hundred leagues into the country to 
hunt the bear, the deer, and the wild buf- 
falo, and return laden with their fkins, con- 
taining the flefli and fat in a dried ftate of 
prefervation. Soiiie penetrate into the 
depths of their forefts in fearch of the 
cedar, the cyprefs, and the maple trees, 
which afford a very profitable trade with 
the American iflands. To tranfport the 
produdions of their own foil to thele 
iflands, and bring back in exchange dif- 
ferent articles of commerce, is the employ- 
ment of others. Scxne, laftly, carry ccHn- 
modities four or five hundred leagues into 
the country, by an inland navigation, and 
on thefe occafions are known to tubdue 
with the oar currents of amazing rapidity. 
Oa their expeditions by land they live en- 
tirely on the game they happen to kill ; 

while 
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while a loofe fliirt^ and a ftripe- of cloth 
tied about their loins, fef ve them for cloath- 
ing. They travel, however^ as much as 
poffible by water, and, employ canoes, or 
rather excavated trees, for the purpofe of 
conveying themfelves and families to the 
fcenes of hunting or traffic. Upon their 
arrival, a hut, confifting of the branches of 
trees plaiftered over with mud, being reared 
for their accommodation, they begin to ex- 
ercife their induftry, particularly in difco- 
vering what is called the waxen-tree ; from 
whofe twigs they contrive to detach that 
fubftance, in the following manner : having 
cut the fmall branches in pieces, and placed 
them in a kind of tub, taking care to leave 
a certain fpace between the flicks and the 
bottom of the veflcl, they make a warm ley 
continue to run over them for feveral days. 
Meanwhile, the greafy particles are infen- 
fibly feparated from the twigs, and falling 
to the bottom form a fediment, which cools 
into a cake of greeuifh wax, fit for the ma- 
iijtffaiflure of candles. Thefe occupations 
render the inhabitants of Louifiana a very 
hardy race, and inure theii: minds as well 
C 3 as 



as bodies to thofe bold end laborious puf' 
fuite frcWl which they retire for tetnporatjr 
relaxation to the city of New Orleans. 

I was no lefs dif[k>{ed to rdax a little 
after the fevere fatigue, which, from iny 
new manner of life in rtiy paflkge frofii 
Cape Fran9ois,^ I had experienced : fbr# 
lit order to begin be-times to habituate my* 
felf to hard lafbour, I had made it my bafi'* 
iiefs, inexperienced as I was, to perfortft 
ihe duty of a failor. At New Orleans I 
made every inquiry refpe£ting the poffi- 
bility of travelling by land to New Spaih ; 
and learning that the laft Freheh fettlemeht 
among the favages in the fouth-weft, nam^d 
Nachitoches, was only feven leagues diftant 
from the firft Spanilh poft, named Adaes, 
1 refolved to undertake this perilous jour*^ 
ney. 

Meanwhile, I paffed my time in admi- 
ring the beauty of the country about New 
Orleans ; where I faw, for the firft tinie in 
my life, the people we call favages : I could 
difcoyer, however, no reafbn for their ha- 
ving received this harfli appellation, except 
it be that their manners are more fimple, 

and 
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and their occupatioos naord bold z/nd manly, 
t^an ours. One trait of cbarader I have 
often admired in the iavage, I mean that 
phlegmatic ferenity of mind which never 
ibrfakes him in any iituation, or under any 
event, adverfe or profperous. I contem- 
plated, with agreeable furprize, the noble 
fhapes which grace the perfons of bpth 
fexes ; the chefnut or olive complexion ; 
the mufcles unincumbered with fat, ftrong, 
nervous, and elaftic. And although the 
face is undoubtedly that part of the humail 
form which is ch^fly intereftiqg, yet I con^ 
fefs I had more pleafure in furveying th? 
perfbn of the favage as a fine model for the 
ftatuary in the gracefulnefs of his body and 
limbs. That bold tendon which runs oa 
each fide of the fpinal bone, has, in a ftatte 
of nature, a very ftriking effe6f. The 
bofbm of the female, though not large, i$ 
round and elaftic ; and (he ufually paints a 
rofe round the nipple with a particirtar prcr 
paration of gunpowder. . In both fexes the 
features of the face are heavy, without indi- 
cating, however, a ftupid, or infenfible ex- 
. preflion. The rude (hort locks of the favage 

C 4 - bang 
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hang careleffly about his ears, while his 
forehead is iiicircled with a chat)let of beads, 
and his perfon with the (ime gaudy orna- 
ment in the form of a fafti* The women 
aire particularly fond of this trinket, which 
they wear in the manner of bracelets on 
their arms and legs ; and I am uncertain 
whether the European female in all her 
jewels, or the' fimple Indian decorated with 
her beads, is moft vain of her appearance^ 
A piece of deer Ikin tied round the waift 
is a covering in common to both fexes ; but 
on the female it is longer, and defcends to 
the calf of the leg ; and when the favage 
is difpofed to fquat on the ground, a pofture 
to which he is extremely addifted, a large 
Ikin or blanket defends him from the in* 
clemencies of the weather. 

The natives repair to New Orleans in 
order to purchafe a luxury, of which, un* 
fortunately for them, we have taUght them 
the abfefe ; and give in exchange for this 
pernicious drug, fruit, fifli, fowls, and 
game. I had the curiofity to buy fome of 
their fi(h, which I found very coarfely 
€uxedjj but ftill (6 as to keep a long time 

without 
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without danger of fpoiling. The external 
furface of the fifli is fcorched to a kind of 
cinder, and the inward fubftance, being by 
. this means difcharged of thofe juices which 
accelerate putrefaftion, is preferved to fiip- 
ply their future wants* 
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CHAP. IV* 

^e Author embarks at New Orleans in a 
trading Canoe— feveral French and other 
Settlements defcribed — civilized State of the 
Indians^ and their affeSilonate Attachment 
to each other. 

tSURING the Ihort time I paffed at 
-^^ New Orleans, which was fcarcely 
feven days, a merchant equipped a canoe 
of five oars, in order to trade with tlie In- 
dians in the neighbourhood of Nachitoches ; 
and, embracing this opportunity of purfuing 
my travels, I embarked and failed the 4th 
of Auguft. Our bark was thirty-five feet 

by 
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t6tiftant jeofpardy of fticking fafl; dn the 
trunk or flump of a ttee. 

Oil each fid6 the river we <^fcrviedei> 
tellent crops of iadigo atid Indiam coril^ 
With different kinds of frtiit, particulariy 
5>eaches ii\ abundance^ Hehe agricuitucc . is 
conduced in a more regular mantier, and 
advances farther ittto the woods, than we 
found it lower down on our way to New 
Orlfeans. We paffed leveral handfomc 
lioufes and gardens, belonging to French 
planters j and a few leagues farther met 
with a German colony, who are in evwy 
tefpeft equal in point of induftry to :duc 
French. We next came to two diftridls ilf 
Acadian refugees, who, being the lafl: fetr 
tiers, are neither in eafy circumftances, nor 
have acquired fuperior Ikill in hu&andry. 
Thefe little colonies terminate on the left 
fide of the river, at a channel which coai>* 
municates with* lake Ponch art rain ; and 

here 

* Duiing the time the French were in poffeffion of Fort 
Manchac on the borders of this canal, the Engliili, beco- 
ming mailers of the Miffifiippi by the peace of 1763, erec- 
ted another on the oppofite iide. But as. this canal com- 
municates 
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here end the ifland bf New Orleans^ form- 
ed by the fea, the.Mifliffippi, the Channel^ 
kke Pohchartrain^ and the river Mobille. 
The diftance hence to New Orleans they 
reckon thirty leagues, a fpace wholly cch 
vered with a border of plantations at fnaall 
intervals from bne another. On the left 
fide of the river we came to feveral villages 
of favage Indians, named ChoSias and Tou-^ 
nicds, of which were thofe I had feen at 
New Orleans. On the right bank at fome 
diftance, is the feparation of that branch of 
the Mifliffippi which difcharges itfelf into 
the fea towards the fouth-weft ; we ob- 
lerved, likewife, fome habitations in the 
fame quarter. Some days after we ar- 
rived at a confiderablc French fettlementj 
called Pointe Coupe\ and here tobacco is the 
only production not found in Louifiana : 
the qualities of their foil, and the ftru6lure 

municates with Florida, by means of the Miffiflippi and 
Ponchartrain ; and as the Mifliffippi, of which they had 
obtained the free navigation, runs frona Canada all along 
the province of New England, they were enabled to open a 
trade with the favages weft from thofe boundaries, and 
probably began to extend their views to the kingdom of 
Mexico. 

of 
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pf their houfes, are nearly the feme as in 
that province ; and the inhabitants have 
the manners of New Orleans, but are lefs 
civilized. On days of feftivity they appear 
decently drefled ; but in their, ordinary ha- 
bits of hunters they wear only a (hirt,, with 
a flip of cloth to cover their nakedncfs. At 
home the women wear a fhort fingle pet-; 
ticoat, without a fliift, having their (boul- 
ders and bofoms completely expofed. This 
country is tolerably populous, and lies con- 
tiguous to different lakes, which afford to 
the inhabitants a communication with Ape- 
riouffas, another French fettlement farther 
to the weftward. A little higher, and on 
the oppofite fide of the river, is a favagc 
village, where the natives, like thofe I met 
with on the Miffiffippi, ufe muikets and 
tomahauks, and may be faid to retain no- 
thing of the favage but the name. In fum- 
mer they cultivate fields of Indian corn ; 
and in winter they follow the chace, the 
produce of which, after fupplying their 
own wants, is fold to Europeans. They 
hire thcpafeives occafionally as fervants, 

for 
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for here two of oui; rowers having falleii 
|tly were replaced with a couple of iavage§^ 
The hair of the beard, which in gencr^J 
they are at much paias to. pluck oqt by thfj 
roots, ia permitted to grow in length thq 
fifth of an inch as an emblem of naourning^ 
I have had occaiion to obfcrve in the Philip- 
pine ifles the fame paucity of beard, which 
I believe to be univerfal among all the na-* 
tives of hot climates^ The favages ?ir§ 
often feen to weep over the graves of their 
departed relations. The wife of one of 
the Indians we had taken into the boat 
being lately deceafed, his beard was allowed 
to grow, in teftimony of his ibrrow ; anc} 
this poor man engaged in our fervice for no 
Other reafbn than to withdraw himfelf fron> 
the prefence of thofe objects which con- 
ftantly recalled her to his mind. One day, 
Iiaving gone afide to mourn over his departed 
friend, he unexpeaedly fpied his owfj 
daughter, about the age of twelve years, 
fwtmming iu the river with her com- 
panions. He caught her eye, and inflaotly 
turned from her; but the young favage^ 
who had perceived his afflidlion, quitting 
I hei 
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her amufcnaent, fell imo a fit of mclaa- 
cbaly, and retired to the folitu5c of her hut* 

Their mode of fwimming is fomcwhat 
different from ours. The favage throws 
hinafelf into the water, and darting forward 
with aftoniiftiing force, beats the river with 
his feet and hands ; an exercife in which 
both iexes arc equally expert. 

The other favage was a young m^n who 
had been lately married, and his wife ex- 
pected the moment of their feparation with 
the utmoft regret. We were apprehenfivc 
(he might prevail upon him to renounce his 
engagement ; and it was not without much 
art and peffualion that we were able to re- 
ftrain him from complying with her en- 
treaties. The promife, however, of a blan- 
ict for himfelf, and a piece of red cloth for 
her, caft the balance in our favour I fo true 
it is that felf-interefl: early affumes the con- 
troul of our beft and moft focial afieftions* 
Still, however, he appeared irrefplute ; and 
new reafons were conftantly affigned for 
returning to his hut. But perceiving there 
would be ^o end to this conflidl, I at laft 
propofed to remove the canoe from the 
• view 
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view of his dwelling to the oppofite extne-r 
micy of the village, and he was no longer 
averfe from accompanying us. 



CHAP. V. 

Defer Jption of an Indian Village — Ceremonies, 
ohferved by th^ Chief in receiving Stran^ 
gers — Cufoms and f^urfuits of the Natives 
^^their Courage and Gener of ty— farther 
Particujars refpedling the Mifjiffippi — Re^ 
fledliom upon a retired and fmple Mode of 
Life. 

T^HIS village might confift of fixty 
huts, which, like other favage habi- 
tations, are conftrufted of large trees planted 
circularly in the ground, and meeting at 
the top in the (hape of a cone. The inter- 
faces occalioned by the round figure of the 
tree being filled up with leaves and branches, 
are plaiftered over with mud, and here the 
family find Ihelter from the inplemencies 
of the feafon. In the middle of the floor 

i^ 
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id pkced tK6 Brt^ whofe frnoke makes h 
tfczpt eitbei^ by the door^ or in aperture at 
the jundion of die trees in the top of the 
hut. Round che are^ ftands a kind of bench 
formed by flittft portions of, trees placed 
contiguoufly to each other: it i^ covered 
with a mat of teeds, and ferves for a bed. 

At the difiance of three oi four paces 
from the manfion of the chief is a fecond ' 
©pen hut or galleiyj, where he. dnjoys the 
Irefii air^ ^nd is fliehered from the hclat of 
the f^tti This laft is thatched over with 
leav«, commoniy fupportcd by fix pillars* 
4ftd 13 the hail of the aflembly of the tribe* 
tiem the diiefs fhdw their hofpitality to 
ftrangeT$> and relax from their cares and 
^tigiies^ either by fleeping, or fmoking their 
toimikhavksi This piece of native armour 
is a (pecies of battle-ax, the handle of which 
ts ufuaBy perforated^ and ferves as a tube to 
m iron fiipe*head fixed on the back of the 
Mxftr^ment* ' 

As fbon ds i ftranger is feen to approach 
the village, his arrival is announced by a 
fcream from the favagts who firft happen to 
perceive him. The chief and principal men 

Vol.- L * D of 
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of the tribe immediately afTemble, each fic-^ 
tin^ before his own hut, and fend him a 
deputation of one of their number. We 
commonly made him a prefent, confifting 
of a bottle of liquor, and were fure to re- 
ceive an ample rccompcnce in fruit, fifh, and 
fowls. We were next invited to affift in 
fmoking tobacco, mixed with a certain red[ 
leaf, which in its fliape refembles that of the 
peach-tree. In ftiort, I was much better 
received as a ftranger by tbofe lavages than 
I had been by any European I had met with 
iincc the commencement of my travels. 

The men of this nation are tall and well- 
proportioned, have large full features, with- 
out, however, any thing difguftingly coarfe 
it) their cxprclfion. They pay much de- 
ference %*ind rcfpe^5t to old age, marry early, 
AUvK without being addifted to jealoufy, are 
rxtiYUK^y artcCtionate to their wives. Di- 
VvH\H\ though jx^rmitted, very rarely occurs; 
'V\k vhUlUY oblcrvaWe in fayage nations 
Mv,^\ K> vvwii^jf^ i>uK)«g other caufes, to the 
\\\\\\^ ^mVvisvvmK* that prevails between thi& 
VV;m% hunting,, and filhing, are the 
VPi^i^ws yf the men : while the 

cul- 
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fcukivation of the fields, which confifts 
chiefly in rearing peach-trees, fowing^ a 
little Indian corn, gourds, and melons ; 
cooking fifli and game ; and in tranfporting 
their baggage, in cafe of a difbnt expedi- 
tion,, are thofe of the women. In the fine 
feafon they wear the fkin of a roe-buck tied 
round the waifl, and in winter wrap them- 
felves in an Europcati blanker, or in the 
ikin of the bufialo. This animal has much 
refemblance to the ox, with the difference 
of a bunch or fwelling on his back, like 
that of the fame fpecies in the Eafl Indies. 
The natives have the ai^t of tanning his^hide 
without ftripping off the hair, which, though 
fine . like lilk, has the fpongy quality of 
, wool, and affords an excellent defence againfl 
the cold. I was. furprifed at obferving the 
apparently carclcfs manner in which a mo- 
ther is accuflomed tp nurfe her infant. In- 
flcad of a cradle, fhe ufes a kind of frame, 
in which the child is made faft ; but as the 
upper part of this machine is lower than the 
ihoulders, his head is left to hang in a very 
aukward pofition ; and, except occafionally 
' offering the breaft, fhe feems to give herfelf 

D z no 
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no farther coacern about him. In cafes of 
furgical complaints they have reconrfe to 
plants, particularly to the leaf of the fquine^ 
which they have found to have much cf^ 
ficacy in curing wounds : as to a knowledge 
in the medical art, they have but fmall pre- 
tehfions ; abdinence in eating, and drinking 
water, being efteemed excellent remedies 
for difeafes of every kind. 

The natives of thefe parts are laborious^ 
humane, and a brave race of men. Peace 
and good order feem equally eftaUiihed ia 
their families and villages. Their regular 
performance of the reciprocal duties of life, 
of the young towards the aged, of the fa- 
ther towards his children, of the hulband 
towards his wife ; their courtefy toftrangers, 
and the little apprehenfion they entertain of 
their enemies, gave me a high opinion of 
their generofity and courage. In the courfe 
of different wars, the French as well as the 
Spaniards have experienced their valour in 
the field. This nation was juft returned 
from an expedition againfl: the Englifh, 
whom they leem to confider as very reftlefs 
and troublefome neighbours. In their ex- 

tenfivc 
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tenfivfe peregrinations during the hunting- 
feafbix ih^y encounter perils and hardfhips 
which appear altnpft incredible to the ef- 
feminate European. Neither the impetuous 
current of their rivers, nor the favage af- 
perity of a wild ?nd uncultivated foil, cau 
refift their unabating ardour for the chace. 

We c?t»e up witl> two iflands, which 
forming three channels, occaiion much in- 
ppnvpnj.ence to the navigation of the river. 
But the majeftic grandeur of the Mjiffiffippi 
pever foj: a moment efcaped my attention ; 
which, continuing nearly of the lame mag- 
nitude at this great height, may be properly 
claffed with the largeft and mod beautiful 
rivers in the univerfe. Nay, after having 
afccnded to the vaft diftanc.e of eight hun^ 
4red leagues from the fea, the change in 
its dimenfions is ftJU fo little, that it is itn- 
poffible for the traveller thence to fappofe 
that he is approaching its fources, Thp 
water of the Miijiffippi is the fweeteft and 
moft palatable I ever tailed ; and its lofty 
banks are fringed with trees, elpecially cy- 
prefles, of a prodigious height. The prin- 
cipal rivers which fall into its channel, are 
D 3 the 
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the Red and Black, the Miflbri and Flair 
Rivers. It communicates with various lakes 
befides thofe bordering on Canada, whither 
it is^prafticable to afcend in a canoe with 
little interruption. Our difficult'fes in con- 
tending with the force of the ft ream were 
always great ; but at times happening to 
fall into the direction of a current particu- 
larly ftrong, we have been kept half an 
hour tugging at the oar without advancing 
a couple of yards. In order to prevent the 
canoe's going adrift, as well as to fupply 
the place of our young favage, whofehralth 
had been impaired by change of diet, I 
was frequently under the neceffity of per^ 
forming the duty of a rower; but my la^ 
hour was amply rewarded by the grandeur 
of the fcene every where prelented to the 
eye. Here the canoe grazed along large 
tracts of fand and gravel, on which lay ex- 
tended trees of enormous fize, whofe dulky 
and mouldering "appearance (hevved their 
depoiition by the current to be an Qvent of 
high antiquity. Tbefe were fuccecded by 
a low and marfhy beach, where the cro- 
codile or alligator crept flu ggifhly among the 

reeds. 
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reeds, an animal equally o£Eenfive tQ the 
iight and fmelL Riiing Aill on the ampL^ 
bofom of the Mifliflippi, at le»ft half a 
mile in breadth* we werQ prefented on each 
iide with fmooth banks and (lately cyprefies, 
garnifhed in the luxuriance of the liancy a 
plaQt, which after twifting round them to 
a vaft height, falls dangling to the ground. 
By megins of fmall openings the eye might 
pierice into a thick wood* and perceive, unr 
4er a perpetual fiiade, fpaces of meadow or 
morafs, or |he (oil ftrewed with the mafly 
ruins of the venerable oak. Trees which, 
judging by their coloyr and bark, one would 
have deemed fre(h and found in their fub- 
ftance, crumbled into duft the moment they 
were fubmitted to the touch. We now 
rowed under its more elevated banks, where 
;he foil tumbling into the river, difcovers 
p the view enprmous ropts, which aur 
pounce the fudden and approaching fall of 
their impending trunks. Laftly, the banks 
undermined by the curreiU, and jdelding to 
the incumbent weight, (hoot with all their 
trees into the river, occafioning an awful 
poife, which is often beard at a great dif- 
p 4 tance. 
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Wnce. In the progrcfs of tliis curious na^ . 
Vigation I was fortunate enough, though at 
a league's diftance, to hear two of tho^ 
difmal convulfions. The crafli, augmented 
and continued by echoes^ propagated in that 
vaft foreft which extends ail alot^g the bar* 
ders of the Miffiffippi, excited dreary but {ot 
ktnn emotions in my mind/ 

In our flow but perfevering afcent agaioft 
the current, we pafled from time to time 
the houies and dairies of Englifh as well as 
French families, who had relinquiflied th«i 
ftrife and buftle of the world, for the quiet 
retirement of the woods. I am fatisfied 
that this propenfity, however ftrange it 
may feem, is not peculiar to reclufe indi*^ 
viduals, but is in common to a great pro- 
portion of mankind ; for I have icea many 
who had voluntarily withdrawn from the 
reftraints of civilized life, and embraced, 
with tlie freedom, the habits and purfuits 
of the Indian ; but I have never met with 
one favage who had fhewn a fimilar predi- 
leftion for our cuftoms and manners : the 
fad feems to be, that his union with fo- 
ciety is \i\ all inftances the efFe£\: of educa- 
tion. 
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ci(». Having t3eeti alkrtd from the defert 
to ihare in the comforts of a cukivated ibil, 
he ibon finds that his ntsoefiities are more 
idafily as well as more certainly fupplied ; 
«nd acquiring wants^ which till then he 
was wholly uhacquainted with, he is gra- 
dually corrupted from the manly and kfao- 
fioV6 purfpits of his former life. 



<; H A P. VI. 

Pofifluenee <f the Msjiffifpi and Red Rivers^ 
which J as well as the Countries that border 
QU them^ afford a remarkable Contrajl--^ 
Pajfage over three Falls — the Difficulties 
of the Navigation increafe — the Author ar^ 
rives at an Indian Settlement called Nachi^ 
focheSy which he defcribes. 

"TTTE had afcended from the entrances 
of the Miffiflippi fourfcorc leagues, 
almofl due north, when we at length ar- 
rived at the confluence of Red River ; and, 
2 as 
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as it defcends from the weft, and pafles in 
the neighbourhood of Nachitoches, we were 
here obliged to bid adieu to thofe noble and 
intereftiqg fcenes. We now, therefore, 
fteered into water of a dirty and reddifti co- 
lour, which in tafte, as well as appearance, 
was greatly inferior to what we had been lately 
accuftomed* A mean lazy ftream, creep- 
'ing lilently along a low flimy beach, was 
naturally contrafted with the bold and rapicj 
currents of the Miffiffippi. Dwarfiih woods, 
compared with the ftately fopefts we had 
juft left behind us, and a foil chilled and 
impoyeriftied by the winter floods, which 
rpmain feveral months on the adjacent 
grounds, exhibited all the energies of nature 
in a tamer mood. Here the roebuck feeds 
quietly in the meadows, and a flock of wild 
turkies as large as thofe of Europe crofled 
the river almoft diredlly over our heads. We 
pafled the Acor de Mur^ an eminence fa 
named from its rifing to a peak in the mid- 
dle pf a circumjacent plain ; and being, by 
reafon of the annual floods, the only habi- 
table fpot in thofe regions, may be regarded 
as the key tp Red River. Rowing acrof^ 

the 
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the mouth of Black River, which defccnds 
from the north- weft, the country became 
higher, and our profpeds more lively and 
interefting. We faw fcveral bears, and I 
was told the banks were infefted by a fpecies 
of tiger. On this part of Red River I made 
a vifit to an <Ad French officer, who had 
retired to the folitude of thofe woods with 
his wife and a few pegro flaves, where he 
cultivates a piece of ground, and takes care 
of his cattie. 

Having now navigated Red River for fe- 
veral days, we came to the bottom of a fall, 
about eight feet high, in the vicinity of 
which are a number of French families, 
who intermarry with the favages. We found 
it neceflary to unload, and hired a French- 
man to pilot the canoe, which, with the 
affiftance of favages from the adjacent coun- 
try, we propofed to pull up a declivjty formed 
by the friftion of the water on the bed of 
the river. The pilot reniained in the boat, 
while, we, taking our ftations at two ropes 
on the top of the fall, hauled it towards us 
in the direftion my countryman thought pro- 
per to give it. We then re-loaded our canoe, 

and 
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and continued our navigation ; but had 
fetfcely proceeded two leagues when we 
met with a fimikr interruption, and were 
oUiged. to repeat the fame vexatious talk. 
We were now only twenty leagues from 
Nachitoches, but the moft difficult part of 
<mr expedition was ftill before us. Two of 
our rowers had &llen fick, and we were 
all tinder the neceffi ty, without diftin^ion, 
of togging at the oar ; a toil the moft cruelly 
fevere I had ever experienced. This, how- 
ever, was not our only hardfliip, for, as we 
repofed during the night on a moid and 
muddy bank, a prey to vermin, and within 
the reach of the alligator, it cannot be fup- 
pofed that our fleep was of a nature to af*- 
ford us much refreftiment. The alligator is 
fo extremely familiar that he ufed to come 
on (here even in the day-time, to devour 
what remained of our meals. The coarfe 
rufticity of my negro and favage companions 
was likewife extremely difgufting. 

Three days afterwards we were flopped 
at the bottom of a third fall, above which 
we met with a large (heet of water, very 
properly named Muddy Lake. Our pilot, 

who 



BY SEA AND LA1^« 45 

who had accompanied us from the £u:ft 
fall^ coj(idD(fkd .us over it. Here d^ 
river^ k WQV^d-^ieem^ had once a difi*e« 
rent courfe from the prefent, for it dl£» 
perfes and loies itfelf with little current 
over a fpace of. about three leagues in cir- 
cutnferciicc. We had feldom more than 
half a foot water^ ou a bottom of deep mud» 
full of roots and ftumps of trees, v^hich 
appear wafHng with the lapfe of time oa 
the furface of the lake. In order to facilitate 
our progrefs, we got into the water, and 
puihed the canoe before :us ; but ia fpitc of 
every ofFort, (h^ ftruct inceflautly againft 
fome trunk or root, upon which, at tiqiesy 
fhe rentained fufpended^ as pa an axis. 
Thefe were very embaarrafling fituatioas; 
from which, after a fevere ftruggle to dif* 
engage her^ fcarcely one; of us could retire 
without wounds in his legs and thighs, oc- 
cafioned by ftumps and (hells coi>cealed un^* 
der the water. 

Having at laft, however, furmounted the 
difficulties of Muddy Lake, we pUed our 
oars with great diligence till we arrived at 
a current which, owing to a (lope in the 

ground, 
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ground, and various obftruftions in the bed 
df the river, was particularly rapid.-^ Ouj? 
former embarralTnie^us had been attended 
with much labour and difficulty, but this 
prefented imraitierlt danger to our lives ; for 
had the canoe deviated in the fmalleft degree 
from the diredt line of the ftream, we muft 
inevitably have gone to the bottom. Hap- 
pily we efcaped without the flightcft misfor- 
tune, and in two days afterwards, viz* on the 
fccond of September, we came to what is 
regarded as the principal obftruftion to tho 
navigation of Red River ; an obftruAioa 
occafioned by the river's making a fweep 
acrofs a vaft mafs of trees and branches, ac- 
cumulated in procefs of time by the drift of 
the current. We began to confider whether 
it might not be prafticable to open to our* 
fclves a paflige with the axe ; but as I loon 
perceived this, at any rate, muft be a very 
tedious operation, and as we were now only 
a (hort league from Nachitoches, I deter- 
mined to travel the remainder of the way 
hj' laud. In this neighbourhood dwells a 
ale Creole, mairied to a native, in whofe 
^ houfc 
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houfe Wc dined, and by whom we were re- 
ceived with mtich hofpitaiity. 

The woods begin to be frequented by 
hunters, and the keepers of cattle ; woods 
which,, being graijually cleared, according 
to the exigencies of the inhabitants, have, iri 
fbme degree, the open appearance of dur 
own, and gave notice of our being now on 
the confines of an European fcttlement. We 
came to an extenfive meadow, interlperfed 
with fmall plantations of tobacco and Indian 
corn ; and here I could perceive on an emi- 
nence before us a fquare area, inclofed with 
large pallifadoes {landing clofe to each other, 
and driven into the ground. This I learned 
ferved as a fort to the fettlemcnt ; beyond 
which, and at fome diftance, ftood a num-'^ 
ber of little wooden houfes, in a ftrait line, 
but at large, intervals from one another* 
They might amount, with a few others 
which appeared fcattered over the country, 
to the number of feventy, and conftituted 
the whole French fcttlement on this part of 
Red River. The village and fort com- 
mand an exleniive prolpeft on the oppofite 
fide of the river ; a profpe(fl prefenting a 
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large meadow bQvmded on all fides fay wdodsi 
and plentifully ftocked wkb cows dXi^ 
liorfes# 

I lived ber<; with thd ptop!^t6t di ihs 
canoe> but was miferahly accommodatad^ 
both in board and lodgings The houfe wa9 
imalis and dirty in the e^ttremej and ou(f 
bread, made pf rice mixed with Indian doro^ 
wjis of the worft quality* In fpite of all ira 
inconveniences, I would have preferred to 
my prefenc fitua(;ioii my former lodging cm 
the banks of Red River, and the bread c^ 
New Orleans, though it too had been much 
fpoiled fince our quitting the Miffiffippi. It 
is difficult for the reader to imagine how 
much the air on Red River is contaminated 
by the horrid ftench which arifes from tfa^i 
tirine and excrement of the alligaton Our 
bifcuit was fo impregnated with this abomi- 
nable effluvia, that it had acquired the nau-> 
ieous tafle of rotten muik ; but I fupported 
my fpirits under all thefe hardfliips with the 
proijped of making only a fliort ftay ia 
jiis country^ 

, :The fettlemcnt of Nachitoches is com- 
|)t|ted to be a hundred and forty leagues 

N. W- 
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N. W. from New Orleans ; it is of fmall ex- 
tent, but tolerably populous ; and the inha- 
bitants, like thofe of Louifiana, are fively, 
well'formcd in their perfons, and inured 
to fatigue. They often afcend their rivers 
with their families to the diftance of four or 
five hundred leagues, and fpend on one of^ 
thofe painful expeditions ei^teen, perhaps 
twenty months. 

Hunting ^bc bear is one of their favourite 
purfuit3, but is chiefly praftifed in the win- 
ter feafon, when this animal is particularly 
fat, and in condition to furnifli a large quan- 
tity of oil. The nature of the chace is 
briefly as follows : the bear generally choofes 
for his retreat the hollow trunk of an old 
cyprefs, which he climbs and defcends 
into the cavity from above ; meanwhile, 
it is the bufinefs of the hunter, who watches 
him on his return home, to mount by means 
of hooks, and feathimfelfon a neighbouring 
tree. Having a gun in one hand, and a 
firebrand in the other, the moment he dif- 
covers the hole he darts his torch into the 
trunk. Frantic with rage and terror, the 
bear makes a fpjring from his den ; but the 

Vol. L E hunter, 
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hunter^ with great dexterity, feizes the in* 
ftant he leaps from the treCj and fhoots 
him through the head or (houlder. The 
animal drops on the ground, and dies undet 
the repeated wounds he receives from his 
enemy* 

At Nachitoches I was anxioUs for intelli- 
gence refpefting the firft Spanifli fettlement; 
and learned with pleafure that it was about 
fcven leagues diftant, is the refidcnce of the 
governor of Tegas, and is named Adaes or 
AdaiiTes. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

The Author quits Nachitoches^ and arrives at 
Adais^ a Spani/h Settlement ^ where he is 
near perijhing with Hunger — Defcription 
of the Settlement — Particulars relative to 
the half-favage Spaniards y its Inhabitants--^ 
their Drefs — Charadler — Occupations — nu^ 
Utary Equipments — the Jingular Mode in 
which they are accoutred and mounted for 
the public Service. 

TTAVING fpent only three days at this 
^ ^ poft, I prepared to fet out for Adaes, 
and with this view hired one of the inha- 
bitants for a guide, who was more difmal ia 
his afpe£t, and brutal in his manners, thaa 
any Efquimaux favage of the North. He 
was likewife covered with rags, and in every 
refped gave me a moft unfavourable idea of 
the Creoles in general of the fame nation. I 
alfo hired from him a horfe to tranfport my 
baggage, which, for my greater convenience 
in travelling, I packed up in three bear (kins : 
one of thefe I intended for my bed ; another 
E 2 was 
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was to ferve me as a covering to an occafio- 
nal tent ; and the tlurd was meant to defend 
my baggage from the rain in thofe uninha- 
bited regions through which I propofed to 
pafs. 

We quitted Nachitoches in the evening, 
and purfued our journey the whole night. 
About the middle of the route we were co'n- 
fiderably fatigued, and having flopped for a 
few minutes, my guide regaled me with an 
ounce of bad bread made of Indian corn. As 
the path was little trodden, lay over an un- 
even furface, was much obfcured by the 
Woods, and frequently obftrufted with large 
trees which the unfparing ravages of time 
had thrown in our way, we had infinite dif- 
ficulty to keep from wandering. It often 
happened, though I led my horfe by the 
bridle, owing to the crooked path we were 
obliged to purfue, that we flopped (hort com- 
pletely bewildered. About three o'clock in 
the morning, however, we arrived at^hehut 
of a baptized Indian, who took us kindly 
under his roof. 

Our hoft being apprehenfive that my goods 
might be deemed contr^b^nd by the Spani- 
ards, 
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ards, was at pains to conceal them, but re- 
ftored them to me honeftly afterwards. I 
went to fleep in a corner of his houfe, which, 
by the bye, fcarcely deferved that name, 
for the roof was only fupported by a fort of 
paling, the greateft part of which had fallen 
to the ground from negligence and length of 
time. As foon as it was morning, the family, 
who had flept in a bed clofe by the fide of 
mine, faluted me, and began to prepare 
breakfaft. From bur fare, however, it was 
but too plain that this baptized Indian was 
far from being in good circumftances ; and, 
therefore, I gave him his choice of money 
or linen, in order to buy us provifions. The 
latter he thought would be moft current in 
their market ; but after all, he could find no 
Indian corn till the following day, and even 
then a very fmall quantity. I became im- 
moderately hungry, and urged him naucl^ 
to make farther inquiries ; but he contented 
himfelf with affuring me that there was not 
half a buftiel of Indian com within the 
bounds of the fettlement ; and here, for the 
firfl: time in my life, I experienced in an 
extrenie degree the deplorable hardftiips of 
E 3 real 
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real want. I began to entertain fufpicions 
that this fad fcarcity of provifions was partly 
at leaft afFefted, and very difmal refledtions 
came a'crofs my mind. I determined to go 
into the village, and endeavour to find lodg- 
ing in a family of greater induftry, and in an 
cafier fituation of life ; and accordingly, 
quitting my chriftian favage, I found enter- 
tainment in the houfe of a non-commif- 
iioned officer, who, though I cannot fay he 
kept a plentiful table, was always provided 
viith a kind of meal for his family. I fufFer- 
cd, however, more than once, the feverc 
pinchings of hunger, even in the houfe of 
my new landlord. 

The fettlement of Adaes confifls of about 
forty mif?rable houfes, conflrudled with 
flakes driven into the ground. It is fituatcd 
on the declivity of a hill, the top of which, 
fornied into a fcjuare, and inclofed with pa- 
lifadoes, fuch as I faw at Nachitoches, 
icrves as a kind of fortrefs to the village. 
Thefe forts or redoubts, in the language of 
the country, are mmcA prefidio. The houfes 
aj« fcattcred about the wefl fide of the fort ; 
mid ^ little valley lying ia the fame quarter 

feparatc§ 
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fcparates the village from a confiderable emi- 
nence, on which ftand a church and coti- 
vent of Francifcans. A few ftraggling trees, 
and a heath overgrown with briars and 
thickets, and bounded every where by the 
woods, compofe the cheerlefs profpedt of the 
inhabitants. 

The foil is almoft entirely deftitute of wa- 
ter ; which unhappy circumftahce, joined to 
' the natural indolence of the people, fre- 
quently reduces them to the want of the 
common neceflaries of life. The chief means 
of their fubfiftence is Indian corfi, which 
they boil, mixed with quick-lime, by which 
the hulk is diffolved to a kind of powder, 
and the grain confiderably foftened. Having 
wafhed and bruifed it on a chocolateftone, 
it is formed into a lump of pafte, which 
they knead with their hands. Of this 
dough they make a Ibrt of cake, which is 
toafted on a plate of iron Jaid over the fire. 
This bread is the native food of the people 
in New Spain ; and, indeed, when thefe 
thin cakes, or rather wafers, named by the 
Spaniards lortillaSy are well baked, they are 
far from being unpleafant. 

^ E4 The 
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The inhabitants of Adaes, confifting of a 
fpecies of cavalry, live by an appointment 
of nearly a* piafter a day ; but whether it be 
owing to the extraordinary expence they 
incur by importing their cloathing from 
Mexico, or rather, perhaps, their idle and 
fluggifli difpofitions, which oblige them to 
have even their daily bread from a diftance, 
the pay of Spain is fcarcely equal to a bare 
fubfiftence; The intervals of public fervice 
are employed in play, of which they are par* 
ticularly fond ; in relating their exploits in 
battle, the perils and hardfliips they have en- 
countered in wild and. inhofpitable regions ; 
and on horfeback, in vifiting, and taming 
their cattle. Their bodies are ftrong and 
mufcular, though ' fadly broken by fe- 
vere campaigns againft the favages, whom, 
they name, probably in derifion, Mecos ; or 
by the no Icfs ruinous confequcnces of their 
youthful debauchqries. They are, in gene- 
ral, obliging, humane, compaffionate, and 
trave ; — eminently diftinguifhcd in the ex- 
ercife pf hofpitality, they are known to 
fhare, under the immediate preffure of hun- 
ger, their laft morfel of bread with the firft 

ft ranger 
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{Iranger who happens to come under their 
roof. But| on the other hand, daey are ex- 
tremely proud; and, probably owing in a 
great meafure to neceflity, little addided 
either to truth or honefty. 

Stealing I haye obferved is common to 
almofl all favage nations, and feems to arife 
from an original impulfe, by which a man 
16 prompted to gratify his' wants, without 
waiting for the deliberate interference of his 
reafbn. This principle, befides, is much 
ftrengthened by that community of goods 
which every individual is ready to exercife 
againft, as well as in the favour of his own 
intereft : but this defcription of mankind 
have one great advantage over their more ci- 
vilized brethren, namely, that it is much 
more eafy to convince them of their ignorance, 
and reclaim the latter from their vices. 

The half- favage Spaniards of this fettle^ 
ment are drefled in the mofl: fantaO:jc man- 
ner : a fort of under- waiftcoat and breeches 
without a feam, but pieced together with 
buttons of gold and filver, arid commonly or- 
namented with lace, flockings made of Ikins, 
and flioes whofe upper-leathers are cut into 

thongs, 
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thongs, aflfbrdiiig free accefs to^ the dirt and 
daft as well as to the air, coropofe their or- 
dinary apparel. A large hood and (hort cloak, 
aA>rned round the neck with broad ftripes 
of gold lace, feem to be confidered as a full 
uniform, and are only worn on horfeback. 
But, in fpite of all this finery, one often 
meets the Spaniard without either hat or 
ihirt, while his fumptuous uniform, torn by 
the briars and thorns of the woods, hangs 
in a thoufand tatters about his perfon. His 
heels are ufually armed with a pair of enor- 
mous fpurs about five or fix inches in length. 
His armour cofififts in a helmet of deer 
ikin, a carabine, and a long broad fword. 
Two little leathern boxes placed before the 
laddie ferve to hold provifions for his march. 
The carabine refts commonly in the ftock, 
but is ufed as a pillar, during bight, for a 
kind of tent, which is reared occafionally 
with the Spanifli hood, in order to proteft 
him from the rain. His faddle leathers, 
neatly drefled, and ftamped with various or- 
namental defigns, are garnifhed round the 
edges with trinkets of fteel, which, like 
little bells, are kept perpetually ringing 

by 
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by the motion o£ the horfe. The rider 
refts his feet in a couple of flirrups at 
Jeaft fifty pounds in weight, compofed 
of four mafly bars of iron arranged in the 
form of a crofs. To keep the horfeman 
fteady in his feat, and to conftrain his limbs 
to that pofition, which is deemed moft 
graceful among the Spaniards, are the chief 
purpofes of thofe ponderous ftirrups. This 
mode of riding, however, to a novice, is a 
pretty fevere trial to his patience ; for, in 
* my fhort experience of thefe accoutrements, 
I contracted a fwelling in my legs, and an 
almoft entire diflocation of my joints. If 
the horfe is ftrong enough not to be op- 
preffed with their weight, I am uncertain, 
after all, whether they may not contribute 
to his eafe, fince they form* a fort of balance 
below to the gravity of the rider on his 
back. The bits of their bridles, which are 
of an oblong fhape, and extremely well 
adapted to their purpofe, have a ftrong re- 
femblance to thofe in ufe among the Arabs, 
who, as every one knows, excel in the art 
of horfemanfliip all other nations in the 
world. In (hort, the half-favage Spaniard, 

with 
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with all his lingular extravagance, is an ex- 
cellent rider, and, when completely equipped 
and nnfounted, never failed to revive in my 
mind the ideas of ancient chivalry. 



CHAP. VIII. 



"The Difficulties in encountering a Journey from 
Adaes to Mexico^ almoji unfurmountahle — 
the Author^ refolving to undertake this 
Journey y Jets out to the MiJJion of Naqua-- 
dochj to join the Suite of the Governor of 
the Province^ who is bound thither — he de-- 
Jcribes the Country he pajfes through — is po-^ 
litcly received by the Governor — but is 
obliged to return to Adaes for a Supply of 
Provifons. 

A CCORDING ;o my bell information 
^ relative to the road from hence to 
Mexico, it is a journey of no lefs than five 
hundred and fifty leagues ; and to the fecond 
Spanilh fettlement two hundred and fifty, 
by a way difficult to be found, and acrofs 

rivers. 
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ttvers, many of which are extremely dan- 
gerous in their paflage. I was ^ffured, that 
though at times a fmall party of two or three 
favages will undertake and accomplifh this 
expedition, yet^ with the incumbrance of 
baggage, it would be deemed highly impru- 
dent to attempt it with fewer than ten or 
twelve peffons in company. It was, there* 
fore, with great regret that I faw myfelf 
precluded from entering on this routf , other- 
wife than in a kind of caravan ; and here I 
had the profped of remaining until I (hould 
be joined by a certain number of compa- 
nions. 

Learning, however^ that the governor of 
this province, who had been recalled to 
Mexico in coiifequence of a difpute between 
him and his fucceflbr, was taken ill at the 
diftance of fifty leagues^ and was then ac- 
tually living at the refidence of a miflionaryi 
in a place called Naquadoch, I refolved to 
join him, and wait till the recovery of his 
health fhould enable hira to continue his 
journey. In this view I purchafed a horfe, 
and agreed to have my efFeifts tranfported by 
mules belonging to foldiers in the governor's 

I fuite, 
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fiiitc, who having come hither in queft 
of provifions, were now about to return. 
The guide I engaged at this place was a 
very civil, but at bottom a veryroguiih 
Mexican : he was fmooth and obliging in his 
deportment; but before we parted, I had 
too much reafbn to believe that his own in- 
tereft, in contempt of common honefty, was 
the ruling principle of his conduit. As foon 
as we had fairly entered the woods, he took 
care to loofe my baggage^mule, in order that 
under the colour of finding him, he might 
have time, in my abfence, to fteal a parcel 
of ray linen, which he concealed among the 
buflies. 

The face of this country is agreeably di« 
verfified with little hilly ridges, which ter- 
minate the view over widely -extended plains ; 
whilft the vallies are interfperfed with mea- 
dows, which, probably under water during 
winter, are covered in the fine feafon with 
a fpecies of grafs of a furprifing height. The 
humid partS'of the high grounds abound in 
timber of different kinds ; but the more dry 
and fterile produce pines only, though of a 
iinwiderful fize. I was aflonifhed to obferve 

; a vaft 
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a vaft number of thefe trees lying on the 
ground, whole bafes, in appearance powder- 
ed over with foot or coal duft, conveyed the 
notion of their roots having been confumed 
by fire. The (ame fymptoms were vifible 
in many which were ftill ftanding; and 
from every indication it would appear, that 
the pine, becoming black at the root, dif- 
folves into duft, whilft the trunk gradually 
lofes its balance, and at laft falls to the 
ground. I cannot refer this mortality of the 
firs to putre&aion, fince the foil and cli- 
mate, as well as the fubftance of the tree, 
are extremely dry ; but am rather of opi- 
nion, that fuffering a difcharge of the vege- 
table juices, they aftually bleed to death. In 
our progrefs through this country we fre- 
quently met with a fpecies of roe-buck, and a 
meagre race of wolves, or wild dogs, whofe 
barking, however, is very difierent from 
that of the fame fpecies of animal in Eu- 
rope. 

Though I am perfuaded I gave ^very one 
in my fervice a handfome compenfation for 
hh trouble, confidering the fcarcity of mo- 
ney in thofe parts, yet a )cind of idle bafliful- 

nefs 
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tiefs induced me to (hare in all the toils and 
hardfhips of nniy fellow travellers. I had been 
accuftomed, fince my departure from New 
Orleans, to fleep in the open air; but the 
nights becoming cold, while the days com- 
paratively were extremely hot, I caught a 
fever thirty leagues from Adaes, which con- 
tinued all the way to Naquadoch. At every 
return of my difbrder a giddinefs nearly de- 
priving me of the ufe of my bodily fa- 
culties, Providence alone preferved me 
twenty times from breaking my neck, in 
falling from my horfe, or running againft 
the branches of trees which projeft over the 
path. On thcfe occafions refleftion was the 
only fenfe I retained, and I knew we were 
tinder the neceffity of reaching a certain ri- 
vulet in the evening, in order to find water 
and pafture for our cattle. We arrived at 
Naquadoch, and after a little repofe I reco- 
vered my health, and was reftored to my 
ufual ftrength and fpirits. We had already 
paifed a miffion, named Jiiiffesj and that, 
with Naquadoch, are the only habitations on 
this route. There are in their vicinity fe- 

veral 
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verat favage villages, which are ieldom long 
at peape with the Spaniards. 

Upon my arrival, the old governor, whom 
I have mentioned, received^me civilly ; but 
there being a fcarcity of provifions in the 
miffion, as well as among the neighbouring 
iavages, and my propofed journey being two 
hundred leagues, through a very wild and 
uncultivated country, I. found myfelf under, 
the neceflity of returning to Adacs, in order 
to provide for my future fubfiftence. 

I ufed every means to find a companion or 
a guide, but in vain ; and v^s at lad obliged 
to depart alone. I travelled till the fall of 
night, when, laying myfelf down on my 
bear-lkins, with my mule tied to a tree, 
grazing by my fide, I began to meditate on 
my prefent fingular fituation. I was alone, 
furrounded with darknefs, in the midfl of 
woods of unknown extent, and a prey to the 
firft monfter or favage. of the defert. Often, 
during this fhort journey of fifty leagues, 
had I reafon to commit myfelf to the great 
Author of my being, and in many inftances 
to admire the vifible exercife of his paternal 
care. I might now be faid to lead the life 

Vol. I. F of 
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of a favage ; for my provifions, the beft in- 
deed for the purpofe of travelling, confided 
in a piece of flefh dped in the fun, and a 
fmall quantity of ground Indian com^ named 
by the Spaniards pjnoU. This corUj when 
mixed with water, fwells to a great bulk, 
infomuch that a (ingle handful of it fuffices 
amply for one repaft. The day after my 
departure from Naquadoch, I found myfelf 
all of a fudden in circumftances of imminent 
danger : I had begun my march before day, 
and having the misfortune to lofe myfelf in 
the woods, I wandered into a beaten path, 
which led direftly to a favage village ; hap- 
pily, however, I recognized it through the 
trees by the round and conical form of their 
huts ; and, in all probability, I owed my 
efcape to Providence, and the obfcurity of 
the morning; forbad the favages chanced 
to be awake, prefuming, under the firft ira- 
pulfe of furprize, that I came as a fpy or 
robber, they would undoubtedly have fired 
upon me. 

The fame day I obferved a party of natives 
before me, when that involuntary fear of 
them entertained by Europeans, which I had 

not 
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hot be6n yet able tb overcome, prottipted 
inc to (kuik from the path, with a view to 
dine, as well as to avoid their company; 
The momeftt^ however,' I alighted from my 
toule, I was accofted by a couple of th^ir 
Women ) who requefted I would fupply them 
with fome Indian corn, and I very readily 
(hared with them what little I had* But the 
reader may guefs my furprize^ wherl form 
time after they returned to teftify theif 
gratitude, by making me a pnefent of cake* 
made of wild fruit. I afterwards fell id with 
men qf the fanie village, from whom I re- 
ceived much kindnefs j they wferc at great 
pains to put me in the beft path, and to m- 
{hu£); me what ftages wetie moft convenient 
forfbecfing my mule, as weUas for my dWA 
ftccomniodation» 

At nighty having agaitt tied ray toule t» 
the ftuftip of a tree, where the graft was 
particularly fine> I ftretched myfelf on ray 
bear-ikins, and went to fleep* About rnid- 
hightj however^ I awaked, as ufual, in order 
to remove him to new pafttire^ but^ to my 
great mottifkatton, he w^s gone. What a 
difnial profpedt ttow opened to my miud ! t 
/ F i had 
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had loft my mule, was in' the midft of an 
immcnfe foreft, without provifions, and 
without arms either to procure fubfiftence, 
or to defend my life' againft an enemy. I 
caft a melancholy look at my bear-fldns 
and faddle, which ferved me for a bed and 
pillow ; and under the terror of lofing my- 
felf in the woods, almoft trembled at the 
thoughts of venturing forth in fearch of my 
cbnipanion. Neceffity, however, at laft 
prevailed over my fears ; and collefting all 
my courage and prefence of mind, after con- 
jedluring from the moon's fituation the direc- 
tion of the path, I ruflied into the woods* 
Luckily I found my mule in the fpace of 
half an hour, grazing on the floping bank of 
a rivulet, which afforded him good pafture ; 
but by what means he was to be caught I 
knew not, and this excited new caufe of 
dilquietude. I can fay truly, that here, as 
in other trying fituations, my temper never 
forfbok me ; and after various fruitlefs ef- 
forts, I at length got hold of him. In this 
painful interval of fufpenfe, I had embraced 
the refolution, rather than return toNaqua- 
docb, to continue my journey on foot, or to 

addrefs 
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addrefs myfelf to the humanity of the la- 
vages, who aro enemi?s to the Spaniards, 
and in the courfe of their hoftilities are ufed 
to ramble all over thofe parts. By fuble- 
quent experience, however, of the great 
difficulties which occur in this route, I was 
convinced that my idea was imprafticable, 
fince no favage who is an entire ftranger in 
the country is bold enough to attempt it. I 
at laft accomplifhed my journey ; and having 
bought provifions for my propofed route, 
again turned my face towards the miffioa oS 
Naquadoch. 
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CHAR IX, 

Sagacity^ of the Author^ s Mule in cr offing 4 
Biver — Tr^/V of Generojity in the Savage 
Inhabitants of Naquadoch — the ReJleSliom 
which arife from it — Confderations on 
human Naturf in its Jimple and unrefined 

• State. 

A BOUT noon, on the firft day of my rc^ 
"^ ^ turn, accident or the fagacity of my 
mule conduced me with more difcretion 
than I could have done niyfelf. Having ar- 
rived on the banks of a little river, which, 
the firft time I pafled this way, I had crofle4 
at a ford, it was confiderably fwoUen by the 
late rains ; but having been defired to ob- 
fcrve whether certain ftones on the verge of 
the river appeared above water, for my di- 
reftion, and, thinking I faw them, I en- 
tered boldly into tjie channel. Before, how- 
ever, I had got half way over, my mule, 
though urged to go on by all the means in 
my power, refuied to qbey, and at laft be- 
comirig furious, reared and bounced, hurry- 
ing 
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ing rAc backward to the fhore. I gave way 
to the obftinacy of his nature, but without 
knowing by what expedient I might extri- 
cate myfelf from my prefeut danger. Having 
no alternative, and refle<9ing that I might 
poffibly have^ miftaken the paflage, I led 
him back to the path, and laying the bridle 
on his neck, gave him the fpur, and left 
him to take his own courfe. I foonhad 
jreafon to be fatisfied with my condufl: ; for 
he inftantly quitted the traft in a new direc- 
tion, and pj^fled the river with pafe and fafety 
Ito us both. 

In a little time afterwards I alighted to 
take fome refrefliment, and obfcrving fome^' 
thing at a diftance which engaged my atten- 
tention, I tied my mule to a tree, aod left 
him ; but was greatly furprifed on my re- 
turn to find him rearing and foaming, and 
%o all appi^arance in a flat^ of phrenzy. His 
rage, however, was not liwg a matter of 
wonder ; for J found the poor animal pruelly 
jnfeftcd with a vaft fwarm of bees, which 
darkened the air over his head, I made 
hafte tQ cover my face and hands from their 
violence, and cutting his halter, pulled him 
F 4 after 
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after me at full fpeed. The bees arole ia 
amazing multitudes, but being unable to 
keep pace with us, we foon efcaped from 
their moleftation. I hoped to affuage the 
pain occafioned to my mule by the flings of 
thefe infefts, by bathing him in the river; 
but this remedy not anfwering my expefb- 
tion, I thought that a plentiful perfpiration, 
produced by hard riding, might have more 
efFcft, and therefore continued my journey 
to a later hour than ufual. 

The governor being much recovered from 
his late indifpofition, began to think of re- 
fuming his march ; on this account, with 
the affiftance of the father miffionary, I 
purchafed a couple of mules for my ap- 
proaching travels. 

Here I met with an inftance of generofity 
in favages, which, for the fake of fuch Eu- 
ropeans as <ire apt to fpeak contemptuoufly 
of the uncivilized native of America, I (hall 
take the liberty to relate'. A poor rrian ap- 
plied to our little caravan, praying that we 
might be pleafed to afford him maintenance 
and a paflage to the fettlement of San An- 
tonio. His petition was deemed unreafona- 

ble 



BY SEA AND LAND,. 73 

He by the greater part of the company, 
and by all rejefted ; for although I would 
readily have contributed to his affiftance, 
yet it was not convenient to render him thife 
fervice alone. But I will leave the readet 
to judge of our aftoniftiment, when we 
were afterwards informed that the lavages 
in the neighbourhood, getting notice of the 
application, not only found this poor man a 
horfe and provifions for the journey, but 
condudted him to the confines of that Ict- 
tlement. 

I have had frequent opportunities to ob- 
ferve moral difpofitions in the men we call 
. lavages, that would do honour to the moll 
civilized European ; difpofitions whpfe in- 
fluence on their conduft is only interrupted 
by the violence of unruly paffions ; but even 
in fuch fituations, the firft iallies of his rage 
having foon fubfided, that equanimity of 
which the favage affords an eminent ex- 
ample refumes its afcendancy over his mind. 
But will it be faid, that reafon, depraved by 
education and the example of others, fo of- 
ten to be met with in civilized nations ; or 
a dark and defigning policy, which, in obe- 
dience 
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dience to fober judgement, contrives, exe* 
cutes, or delays the blackeft villanies, ever 
©titers into the charafter or conduft of the 
lavage ? No : in the fchool of nature he is 
taught to be generous, companionate, 
friendly, and grateful; and if occafionally 
he fells into irregularities, fuch as theft, 
cruelty, or licentioufnefs,,he has been either 
corrupted by his acquaintance with Euro- 
peans, or fubjedt to a momentary fervour of 
blood which precipitates him into thofe ex- 
cefjes. In the province of Louifiana I ol> 
jcrved with concern, that thq French hacj 
communicated the impurities of their ira- 
mora] lives to feveral families among this 
limple race of men. At Naquadoch a hand-? 
ibme girl, born and educated in the woods, 
having had the misfortune to lofe her virtue, 
abandoned her perfon, I will not fay to any 
one without diftin£rion, but to fuch as were 
inclined to ms^He her a trifling prefent. Evil 
communication, an4 frequent intercourfe 
with foreigners, introducing a tafte for lux-? 
ury and convenience, have fown the firft 
jfeeds of depravity among a people, who 
oiberwifc might have continued to enjoy 

the 
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the happy innocence of their woods. The 
ruftic fimplicity of the iavage reftraining his 
defires within a narrow compafs, and dif^ 
couraging the company of ftrangers, forms 
the greateft fgcurity to the purity and in-» 
tegrity of his manners, A clofe attention 
to what pafles amqng the other animals^ 
whjch in the original movements of their 
pature differ little from our own fpecies, has 
greatly confirmed me in the truth of this 
obfervation. Before I difmifs thefe ihort 
ftriftures on the charadler of the iavage, I 
pauft add to the lift of his unfafhipnablc 
virtues a native love of juftice and fair deal- 
ing : as I have often had occafion to remark, 
he pays his little debts with all the pun£lu-» 
ality his good or bad fortune in hunting may 
perniit. Chaftity,^ iaftly, feems equally na-* 
jural to fimple and undifciplined minds with 
any other virtue, One day I accidentally 
ftumbled on a couple \vho had been lately 
pciarried, as they lay under their bear^lkins, 
and faw with pleafure an unatFecled bafliful- 
nefs in the timid bride, beautifully con- 
trafted with manly confidence and fecurity, 

un^ 
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untinged with jcaloufy or (hame, on the 
part of her hufband. 

I now return to my departure from the 
mifiion of Naquadoch ; and, as it would be 
tedious to relate the many hardfliips which 
occur to a traveller in thofe wild and uncul- 
tivated regions, it would be equally endlefs 
to defcribe the various fenfations of volup- 
tuous delight, which, in the progrefs of this 
journey, the perception of fimple nature, 
from the afpedl of the country, as well as 
the manners of the people, excited in my 
inind. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. X. 

Departure from Naquadocb^ where the Au- 
thor joins a Caravan for Mexico — Habits- 
and Purfuits of the Indian Tribes interiorly 
ftuated — their dexterous and graceful Man-- 
ner of riding— feveral Rivers with Jirongx 
Currents are forded^ on one of which oc-- 
cafions the Spaniards are obliged to conftruSl 
a Raft — Defiription of the Province of 
^egas. 

T WAS now on the point of commencing 
-*■ an arduous and painful journey ; and the 
agreeable profpeft of continuing my:^iravels 
had efiaced the impreffions of that extrcirte 
fatigue both of body and mind which I h^d 
experienced ever fince I left New Orleans* 
We were foon in readinefs ; and accordingly, 
on the 2d of November, we quitted the 
miffion of Naquadoch. With the foldiers 
and half-favages in the retinue of the go- 
vernor, our company confifted in all of fif- 
teen perfons. We had twenty loaded mules, 
befides a referve of no lefs than two hundred 
J mules 
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thules and horfes^ The excellent order bb- 
ferved by thefe animals, cfpecially in paffing 
bad roads, in which fituation their difcipline 
and inftind were moft confpicuoi\s, ren« 
dered our little caravan an entertaining fpec* 
tacle. 

Two days ifter bur departure we had the 
toisfortune to be detained in ^ meadow on 
the borders of a large rivulet, by a great fall 
of rain, which had rendered the fo'! fo loofe 
^ and fpongy, that our horfes funk to their 
girths in mire. As foon as the bottom 
would permit, we again fet forward, and 
pafled feveral favage villages, czWed^egas 
de San Pedro. This nation appears to be 
more populous than any I had hitherto met 
with ; and in many refpefts different from 
the tribes of the Mifliflipi and Red Riven 
The latter, for inftance, feldom undertake 
an expedition but by water; whereas the 
Tegas, the favages of Aiffes^ Adaes, and 
Naquadoch, living in huts from navigable 
rivers, have applied themfelved to the rearing - 
of hor(c8 for the purpofcs of conveyance* 
Here the favages cultivate Indian corn in 
greater quantities^ are lefs additted to huntings 

and 
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and draw, during winter, a confiderable part 
of their fubfiftence from different kind* of 
wild fruits, which they gather in the woods^ 
atid knead into eakes. Bleflcd with thtt ad- 
vantages of a warmer climate and More 
grateful foil, they receive from the unfoliA 
cited bounty of Nature a great proportion 
of their fubfiftence ; and hence it probably 
happens that they are lefs accuftoraed to 
animal food than the natives of more nor* 
thern regions. 

We found here, that by a late edi6t of 
the new governor, the French of Naqua- 
doch had been forbidden to interfere in the 
traffic of the natives, which, added to the 
habitually cold and difbbliging conduft of 
the Spaniards, had prepared the lavages for 
hoftilities ; and we therefore thought it ex- 
pedient to make our ftay fhort, and to have 
as little communication with thfcm as pof* 
fible. Such of them, however, as had lived 
on good terms with the late governor, chofe 
to compliment him on his arrival ; and were 
received and difmiffed according to every 
rule of decency and difcretion. Next day 
we were joiped by a party of them on horfe* 
2 back, 
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back, -who were eager to difplay with much 
oftentation the fwiftnefs and agility of their 
horfes, as' well as their own (kill and dex- 
terity in the art of riding; and it is but 
doing them juftice to fay, that the moft no- 
ble and graceful objed I have ever fecii was 
one of thofe favages mounted and running 
full (peed. His Herculean fize, his gun 
leaning over the left arm, and his plaid or 
blanket floating carelefsly acrofs his naked 
Ihoulders, and ftreamingin the wind, formed 
fuch an appearance as I could only compare 
to fome of the fineft equeftrian ftatues of 
antiquity. The more elderly among them, 
of a lefs violent and impetuous charafter, 
rode quietly in our company, with their 
wives or daughters behind them. The 
wonjen behaved with the greateft decency, 
and ftudied-to avoid our too inquifitiye re- 
gards by fitting clofer to their conduftors. 
It was their intentipn, I prefume, in this 
manner, to pay their refpe<fts to their former 
governor ; but I could guefs, by the (hort- 
nefs of their vifitg, that they were by no 
means flattered with our attention to their 
ladies. 

In 
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in eight days more we arrived at Trinity 
Kiver, which, though it funs with a flrong 
Curreiltj and is at leaft two gun-fhbts in 
breadth, we were able to fdrd with little 
inconvenience. We ufed the precaution^ 
however, to pafs in two columns, having 
our bcafts of burthen in the middle, and a 
divifion of our horfemen on each fide ; that 
while this broke the force of the current^ that 
might fuftain the weak in the centre, and 
enable them to felift the preflure of the ftreami 
When the caravan was about to defcend inta 
the bed of the river, it was curious to obferve 
with what inftinft the mules let themfelvea 
Aide down on their hinder legs, and by this 
ttieans preferved their balance, and confulted 
the fafety of their burtheni We continued 
our route almoft due weft^ and our favages^ 
being well acquainted with the fituation of 
the country, paid little regard to any beitca 
Jjath t we were therefore eonftantly condudl- 
fed by the (horteft courfe to the precife fpot 
we wifhed to arrive at; 

We pafled the firft branch of a river named 
lUras ; but finding the fecond impra£lieable 

VoLiL O . in 
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in the fame manner, we halted at a part o£ 
its courfe, where the current fhoots from 
one angular point to another on the oppo« 
frtc (horc. And here we proceeded to the 
woods, each armed with his ax, and cutting 
down fuch trees as were moft fuitable to our 
purpofe, we launched them into the river, 
and conftruftcd a raft, tied together with the 
halters of our horfcs, and named by the 
Spaniards balfas. It was the bufinefs of 
two experienced fwimmers who went be- 
fore, each with a rope in his teeth, to ftfeef 
the raft, while others on each fide affiftcd 
its progrcfs, and kept it fteady. Our bag* 
gage having been in this manner tranf-. 
ported, or rather (hot acrofs the ftream, and 
our horfes and mules led down to the edge 
of the water, a bold and powerful fwimmer 
plunged into the river, accompanied by a 
favage on horfeback, \vho, calling to the 
animals in a language which they under- 
ftood, the whole troop inftantly followed 
him. Meanwhile we, who ftood on the 
oppofite bank, were at much pains, by fhout- 
ing and clamour, to attradl their notice, 

and 
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and to entice them tp that pardcular, fpot 
^hich wa$ ibund moib convenient ^r xti&fi 
lafidingr 

}t is difl^ult to imagine the fatigues aad 
jbaFd(hip& vfG experienced in pailing the 
larger rivui^s of this country* In order to 
approach them, a,s their deep channels are 
generally (kuated between banks of morafs^ 
we were frequently under the neceffity of 
either covering the quagdiire with di&renit 
ftrata of e^rth aiid faggot, or of opening 
ourfelves a piaflage with the fpade. Ouf 
haggag^y wl^v^h lof t^ie fake of a dry fitua- 
tion had been left confiderably behind us, 
was thea to b^ brought up ; and in fhort, 
the lame operation being equally indiifpen- 
fable on the other fide of the rivulet, wc 
fpent feveral days in extricating ourfelves 
from the embarraflmcnt oi ^e miferable 
little brook. It is difficult to determinw 
which is the moft painful and laborious 
undertaking, to combat the ftrong currents 
pf the Miffiffippi, and the falls of Red 
River ; to purfue a route lying acrofs large 
rivers incumbered with rocks, fometimes 
(hallow and fometimes of great depth; 
G 2 ^^ 
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or to travel over a deep fenny foil, inter* 
fefted with numberlefs miry rivulets. But 
the ftrong features of natural liberty and in- 
dependence embelliflied in my eye the hor- 
rid afpeft of the foil ; and the gratification 
I derived from the rural fcenes through 
which we were conftantly paffing, was the 
chief but fatisfaftory reward of all my toils. 
I will not pretend to defcribe the impreffions 
I received in thofe (ituations, for nothing 
lefs than a pradlical experience can make 
the reader underftand the various pleafing 
emotions which fimple and unperverted na* 
ture is formed to create in the mind. 

In the province of Tegus, and chiefly 
pn the banks of its rivers, grow noble fo- 
refts of oaks and cypreffes. The eye of 
the traveller, paffing into their vacuities, 
difcoverc '^ certain trees, wholly or in part 
raflen to decay, the large but now ruinous 
produaious of a vigorous foil. The bald 
and mufty tops of others fhew that they 
owe their only fupport to the embraces of 
the liane^ a plant which here length of tin» 
has almoft equalled in fize to what was 
.«ici?Qtly its, fupport. The feeds of aged 

hranQhea 
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branches depofited in the cavities of their 
decayed trunks, and meeting with a fat 
compoft of rotten leaves and tvi^igs, (hoot 
luxuriantly from their fides, affording the 
agreeable profpeft of a numerous race from 
the wreck or aflies of .the parent tree. On 
the confines of an adjacent meadow, nature, 
as if defirous to defend her hoary favourites 
from the ravages of time and the injuries of 
the weather, had woven them a grey mofly 
mantle, which defcended in feftoons from 
the fummit of their talleft branches to the 
furface of the ground ; a fubftance named 
by the French Barbe d'Efpagnole. 

If our profpefts were obftrufted in the 
woods, they were proportionally of ample 
extent in the plains, and fuggefted the un- 
reftrained freedom of their inhabitants. 
Here the roe-bucks graze in fuch num- 
bers, that I miftook them at a diftance for 
^ company of our horfes broken loofe from 
their keepers. In the abfence of the little 
tyrant, man, a fenfe of fecurity feems to 
aftuate all the different races of animals ; a 
fa£t vifible in the familiarity with which 
plover and other qf the feathered tribes 
G 3 perched 
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perched on the backs df our mules. Per- 
ceiving by the linoke which arofe froih 
among thetrdes, that we were in the vici-^ 
nity of favage habitations, we attended to our 
march with more circumfpedion. 

The Spaniards, who conduft themfelvcs 
towards the natives with a fcverity very 
different from the gentle policy of the Frenchj 
have obliged them to retire farther towards 
the north; a treatment which has rendered 
them extremely inimical to the Spaoi(h 
intereft in thofd parts. 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. XI. 

Method of hunting the ivild BuHj upon the 
Flejh of which the Company regale them- 
felves--ran Attempt made by the Sa'Oages to 
fea/the Horfes belonging to the Caravans- 
arrival at the River Guadaloupe^ which is 
pqffedon Rafts— -thf Caravan halts at San 
jintonioj a Spanijh Settlement — Warfare 
^etijpeen the Spaniards and Savage Natives^ 
whofe Population is here very confiderable-rr^ 
their Mode of fighting is qondudled with 
^re(it Skill, 

|N the fhort intervals of our repofe, the 
country, .{I'nce we quitted Red River, af- 
forded us excellent fport in hunting the roe- 
bucks and wild turkies ; and in the courfe of 
our march we fhot feveral bears, whofe flefli 
we found good and palatable. 

We met with a fmall chefnut, and a fpe- 
cies of nut which I was entirely unacquaint- 
ed with : in the external coat it bears refem- 
blance tp the nutmeg, but the kernel is equal 
in fwectnefs to that of any nut I ever tafted 
in Europe. I faw many plants of the vine in 
its natural and uncultivated ftate ; bur the 
G 4 fruit 
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fruit in greateft plenty is the cgmmon chefi 
nut, and a kind of wild medlar. We took 
care to lay in a large provifion of onions,, 
in which this country ncioft particularly 
abounds. 

We now obferved the traces of horned 
cattle, which were originally tame, but having 
long fince become wild, roam4n large her^s 
all over the plains. The flour of the Indian 
corn, made according to the country fafhion 
into a kind of gruel, as well as the entire 
grain roafted or boiled, I had always found 
a very dry and infipid diet; but now a 
morfel of flefli taken from one pf thefe ^lumals 
afforded me a mof|; delicious and fucqulent 
repaft. 

Hunting the wild bull, common to this 
country, begins with a fort of feftivity, and 
ends in an entertainment, in which one of 
their carcafes fupplies the only ingredi- 
ent. As foon as a herd q( cattle was leen 
on the plain, the moft fleet and aftive of our 
aivalry prepared to attack them, and, de* 
fcending in the form of a crefcent, hunted 
t^ctnin all dire£lions. By-and-by, becom- 

» jaded with fatigue, they were ready to 

fink 
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folk down under the whip, but the hunters 
ftill urging them to fligh? by their loud cries, 
dfove theni at lad, mingled with the horfes, 
froip the field, Such as w^e unable to ef- 
, cape were flaughtered on the fpot ; whea 
t]ieir purfuers, having fuplplied themfclves 
with as much of their flefli as was deemed 
fufBcient, abandoned the reft to the wolves. 
But though I preferred anirpal food to In-* 
dian corp, I derived littje n^ore benefit froni 
the one than from the other ; for my fto-» 
Uiach having been weakened and fatigued 
by my |iew mode of living, was nqt in con- 
dition tp digeft either. I had been accuf^ 
tomed to eat them feparately, referving the 
Ipdi^n porn for my fubfiftence when it 
flight not be in my power to have any other 
food ; perhaps, however, I might have done^ 
better, had I taken them together ; but I had 
already fufFered fo cruelly from hunger, that 
tfiy concern for futurity often prevented mc 
from yielding to the demands of prefent ap- - 
petite. I experienced the truth of what is 
pfually faid of hunters who live entirely on 
^nimal food, but which I ufed to find it 
^fficult to believe, namely, that befides 

their 



9» TRAVELS ROUND THE WORLD, 

their derivittg little nourifliment from the 
IcMcr part, it fdoii becomes ofieufive ttt 
the tafte, whereas the fat is both more nu- 
tritive, and continues to be agrieeable to the 
pabte. 

We CToffed Red River or Colo'radb, which 
in breadth arid current is much niore cotifi- 
derabie than either oF the other two of the 
fdme name. We wbre now in a country ex- 
c'eJlentiy fupplied with beef arid venifbh; 
which were therefore the chidf articles oF 
out fubfiftence. This country, perhaps one 
of the hioft beautiful in the world, confifts 
of extehfive jplains interfered with rivers and 
rivulets, on whofe bank;s grow tufts of wood, 
containing various aromatic plants, littltf 
known in Europe. We arriv^ed at a deep 
brook, very properly named ^itto Cdlcones^ 
and in French, ^itte tes Culottes^ which 
we pafTed on rafts. But whilft we were 
engaged in this ot)eration there appeared a 
fmall party of Indians. It was now dark, 
and our cohipauy being feparated by the 
muddy bed of the rivulet, were prevented 
from uniting for the, common defence. The 
favages proceeded direftly towards our horfes, 

which 
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which were feeding iti the mbadow, confi- 
dent that in our prefent cifcumftances they 
fhould have it in their power to driVd them 
quietly ofF th^ field. They had been ob- 
ferved, however, by a party of our men, who, 
aware of their intention, ran inftantly to op- 
pofe them ; and here our vigilance^ coixlbi- 
ned with their want of aumbers, difappoiiitcd 
them of their booty. 

We arrived ^t the river Guadaloupe, the 
laft of any confcquence on the road to Saa 
Antohio ; aird here the fame tedious and irk- 
fbme method of paffing on rafts was re- 
peated. In four days more we came to plan- 
tations of Indian corn, from the appearance 
of which I could eafily perceive that the in- 
habitants of this fettlement are not fo mife- 
rably idle as thofe at Adaes. The drops are 
large and beautiful, and interfperfed with 
meadow ground, upon which are reared 
herds and flocks of almoft every denomina- 
tion. We began to obferve the Barbary fig- 
tree arid a fpecies of wild myrtle ; and I 
was fhewn a root refembling the turnip, a 
thin flice of which afts as phyfic, but I was 
told its operation is counteradled by taking a 

fmall 
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finall quantity of ground Indian corn. Our 
animals, as well as ourfelves, were now 
greatly fetigued, and therefore it was thought 
expedient to make a fliort reft. I bought a 
third mule, and we found ourfelves under 
the neceffity of appointing a guard to both 
mules and horfes. 

The readet is poflibly furprifed to find us 
attended by fo numerous a train of animals ; 
Init if he coafiders the difficulties of our 
march, the wild and rugged furface of the 
country, and the occafion we had for a 
fre(h fupply of horfes every day, he will 
cafily perceive the propriety of our conduft. 
In (hort, on the laft day of November, we 
arrived in fafety at the fettlement of Saa 
Antonio. 

At this port, the fecond in the fame direc-' 
lion belonging to the Spaniards, I met with 
the new governor of the province, whom 
I had juft feen at Adaes. I found he had 
taken a northern road, the rivers of which, 
though pradicable on horfeback, are yet 
jjever to be attempted with the incumbrance 
of loaded mules. In the countries border- 
ing on thofe rivers refide the favage tribes 

named 
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named Tegasand Apaches, the laft of whidi 
entertain an implacable enmity to the Spa- 
niards. The Apaches, after driving them 
from a fcttlement in thofe parts, called Sat^ 
Xavierj were repelled in their turn, and 
obliged to feek habitations in more northern 
legions. Although the^ population of favage 
nations is not expefted to be very confidera- 
ble, yet, from the province of Lduifiana to 
San Pedro, we pafled their villages at inter* 
vals of twenty-five and thirty leagues, and 
fometimes at a Ihorter diftance. But the 
vaft country fituated on this fide of the Sad 
Pedro villages, and which ftretches all the 
way to Rio Grande, is totally deftitute of in- 
habitants. It is true, thofe regions arc flill 
frequented by favages; but they have no 
other objea in view than to make war upon 
the Spaniards, to drive off their cattle, to 
hunt the buffalo, and to gather plaquemmei 
and chefnuts, with which they retire to 
their villages in the north. Ovving to their 
very frequent incurfions, however, they 
have been improperly reprefented as wander- 
ing tribes. 

Whilft 
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Whilfl I remained at this fetclement, the 

lavages through whofe boundaries. we ha4 

pafTed at San Pedro, incenfed againft the gpe- 

vernor on account of his prohibition of theiif 

trade with the French of Naquadoch, macfe 

an irruption into the . country^ a^d car^ie^ 

off four hundred horfes from San Antonio* 

The alarm bping given* the gajfrifoti b^t to 

arms, and, mounting their horfes, made a 

purfuit of a hundred leagues, without being 

able to come up with the enemy. The Spa-? 

niards were on their return home, and had 

reached the river Guadaloupe, when an^othpi; 

party of the fame natipA ru(hed from the 

woods, and kept up a fmart fiji;e. ypon, thenri^ 

The garrifon, after making a vigorous r?- 

ipftance for the fpace of three hours, at lajl^ 

yielded to fuperior numbers, and loft on this 

Qccadon, befides other property, a hundred 

and fifty horfes. A few days after the 

garrifon was infulted again by a detachment 

of the fame tribe ; and the governor began to 

lee the neceffity of putting the fort in a 

l}etter ftate of defence. I offered my fer- 

vices to the garrifon, and we prepared to 

maintain our pofl with courage and refolu- 

I tion ; 
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tlon ; but the whole affair ended at laft la a^ 
pitiful (kirmiffi. 

* The manner of" fighl;iug pra^^ifed. by dji^e 
lavages gave me no meap idea, of thdi; ipi-^ 
litary talents. I reniarked, that when thejf 
fitft noeant to. attack us at Quitto Cal^jonjBS, 
they aded gn the prefumptipn that ojur force 
being divided by a difficult rivulet^ rtight 
probably yield theni an uncontefted, vidory^ 
and indeed I have no doubf, that had they 
been either a little more alert in their move* 
ments, Or powerful in numbers, they'mtffl 
have fipcceeded ip their defign. Tfheir 
ddion with the Spanmrds^ as I was told, . at 
the paflage of Guadaloupe» happened; iij 
fimilar circumftances, and was condu4le4 
on their part with the fame policy. It is 
ufual, it feepas, with the Spaniards on a 
march to crofs rivers- in tvyo divilions, one 
efcorting the governor, and the other coyer* 
ing the rear. Now the moment the go^^er-? 
nor and his detachment entered the river, the 
enemy, who lay in ambufli near the path, 
rofe and attacked. The inftant they dif- 
charged their pieces, they retreated into the 

plain, 



plain j and were covered by their czvklty^ 
who, upon a fignal, fprung from thcit* 
thickets, arid advanced at full fpeed to fall 
upon the Spaniards* In this naanner the en-^ 
gagement was maintained for fome time^ 
the foot marching up to a certain diftance^ 
in order to fire upon the fcnemy^ while thd 
cavalry in their turn^ proceeding to the 
charge, covered the infantry in theif retreat^ 
and gave them time to re-load* The irtfe* 
tiority in numbers of the Spaniards^ and theif 
too great eagernefs to give afliftance to theif ' 
friends, inducing them to weaken the 
rear, the favages profited of their confufion, 
and throwing themfelves between the main 
body and the baggage, they remained 
mafters of the field, and a great number of 
horfes* 

The- precaution employed by the fa* 
vages to prevent their being taken in flighty 
ieems in a particular rtianner to merit no^ 
tipe. In contemplation of flight they ftrip 
themfelves naked,* and anointing their bo* 
dies with oil, frequently elude the hands 
of their purfuers; a pradlice exactly fimi- 
2 lar 
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•lar to that which was in ufe among the 
wrcftlers of antiquity. Upon the whole, 
however, I do not confider lavage nations 
as fleady or greatly « to be 'depended npan 
in the pradice of war. Like all other raw 
militia, the vivacity of their firft attack 
foon evaporates, and they muSt in general 
give way to the more obffinate and per&ve- 
ring bravery of European regulars. But after 
all, I was far from being diflacisfied that 
they declined the (iege of Fort San Antonio, 
being conv'mced in my own mind that we 
were not in a condition to hold out againft a 
firft vigorous affiiult. 
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CHAP. XII. . 

Defer iftion tif Pt»rt San Ant(mio--4he Situa^ 
tion of New Mexico has been mijlaken hy 
Geographers — the Spanifh Settlements in 
North jimerica not fo formidable as they 
have been ftippofed — Keennefs and Sagacity 
of the Indians — their Mode of catching 
Hvild Animals-^their Hofpitality and gdod 
Faith — Cruelties pradtifed on them hy the 
Spaniards.. 

T? O R T San Antonio ftands in a plain 
-■■ of an oblong form, one fide of whfch 
fronts an angle of a fmall river in its vici- 
nity. The different avenues leading to the 
fettlement are defended by large pallifadoes, 
while the houfes built upon its circumfe^ 
rence ferve the purpofe of walls : but being 
of very confiderable extent, and many of 
the houfes being in ruins, it is but weakly 
fortified, and has much occafion for a ftronger 
garrifon. It is befides much incumbered 
from without by fome miferable villages, 
which give encouragement to the incurlions 

' of 



btt\^(A enertly. The fpace, too^ iriclofed by the 
angle of the riveir is crcfwded by a tnultitude 
of huts, which are Occupied by a number 
of emigrants from the Canary Iflesi Ifi 
ttthd: refpefts the fettlement is plcafafltly fitu- 
Med^ on a fmall peninfiila floping gently to- 
"wards the rivef j and comniarlds an agreea- 
ble profpeft over the dppofitci groiihds. The 
objefl: df greateft furprize iil this part of the 
World is the. immenle fwarnris of cranes 
which frequent the banks df the rivers* The 
houfes of the fettlement may perhaps amount 
to two hundre<l^ two thirds of Which are 
buitt of Adnd. tJpon the roof id a kitid of 
^rtheti tei'race, wbkh, on account of the 
little rain which falls, and the tethperatfi na-* 
tutt of the clidiate, is fotiiid abundantly laft«» 
iiig ; and indeed^ fince my leaving New Or- 
leans^ I did not experience tweficy days in 
til of rainy weather. I am told, however, 
that the cl|oiates of Red River^ Nachitochesr, 
«nd AdaASj are wet, cold, and unwhole* 
Ibme }* but th« rains of Nachitoches and 

^ This 10 probably owiof f 6 the higB woodland marflij 
grounds in %ht vkmity el thofe^accs, 

Hz Ada6s 
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Adaes never extend fo far as this fettlemeiit^ 
which Aands in the middle of a plain, and 
is only furrotind?d by thick woods of the 
mefquitte. If we except a few clumps of 
large trees on the banks of Guadaloupe, the 
noble forefts of mafly timber on this route 
totally difappear in the neighbourhood of 
Red River or Colorado, 

This military ftation is the moft impor- 
tant of four, comprehended within the 
bounds of this province : to wit, Adaes, at 
ieven leagues diftance from Nachitocbcs; 
Acoquiffas, a hundred leagues fouth-weft 
from Adaes ; Labadie de Spiritu Sanfto, twd 
hundred to the weft- fouth-weft ; and Fort Sau 
Antonio, two hundred and, fifty leagues weft 
and weft-fbuth-weft from the (ame point of 
Adaes. Weft and a quarter north-weft 
from San Antonio, there is alfo the fta* 
tion of San Saba. On the banks of th« 
river, and at the diftance of a hundred leagues 
from San Antonio, ftands the poft of Rio 
Grande ; and nearly in the fame direction, 
at the diftance of two hundred and fifty 
leagues from the fame point, are Pajfe de 
Nor J 2ind Santa 1^6^ in the province of New 
I Mexico. 
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Mexico. It appears from this detail, that 
geographers lay down New Mexico on the 
map much farther towards the north than it 
aftually is ; and though the circuitous path 
iieceflarily defcribed by travellers in traver- 
fing uninhabited countries muft frequently 
deceive them as to diftance, yet I am con- 
vinced that the moft northerly of the Spa- 
nilh fettlemcnts in thofe regions lies between 
the 33d and 34th degree of latitude. The 
proviiice of Cuvilla is at leaft fifty leagues 
more to the fouth than it is rep relented on 
the map; whilft that of Sonora, which bor- 
ders onGalifornia, lies fouth-weft of Cuvilla, 
It i&^true, the Spaniards had formerly pof- 
feffions farther northward ; but the turbulent 
temper and frequent inroads of the favages 
compelled them at length to give them up ; 
and it was not without great difficulty they 
wer^ able to maintain their ground at San 
Saha^ Santa F/, and Pajfe de \ord ; info- 
much, that the firft of thefe ftations was 
once ordered by the Spaniards to be evacu- 
ated and demoliflied. The roads leading from 
Nueva Sonora to the mines of Serro Prietto^ 
being rendered almoft impaffable by the na- 
H 3 tives, 



10* t4AVBL8 ROVND THE WORLD, 

tives, i faw a very confiderable force called out 
ill order to clear them of the moleftadon of the 
northern tribes. But hqw are we to reconcile 
thefe fads with the number of Spaniih pods 
we find on the map to the northward of the 
fettlemcnts above nacntioncd ? The 6/61 
feems to be, according- X,o the beft infprnja- 
tion I have been able to obtain from fenfible 
Indians, who have travelled over the nor- 
thern extremities of this kingdom, that they 
only exift in the imagination of certain geo-. 
graphers.^ In this opinion I do not com- 
mit my credit with the public on my own 
conjedures, but on the information of men 
employed to carry the different articles pf 
cloathiug to the Spaniards in their moft nor-r 
thern feitlements ; as well as on the vera- 
city of feveral engineers in the fuite of the 
governor, vvho came from New Sonora, 
and who had been inftruded to take plans of 
all the pofts fituated within the boundaries; 
of the northern fava2[es. 



*o^ 



^ Perhaps this proceeds from the policy of Spain to 
make her dominions appear more populous in this part of 
the world than they really are, and confequently in the 
eyes of ftrangers more powafiiL 

In 
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In the fettlement of San Antonio we find 
a Spanifli colony from the Canary Ides; 
whilft all their other ftations confift merely 
of fbldierSy and a few Indians who have been 
ieduced £rom the innocence of lavage life« 
Their principal employment is to rear borfes^ 
mules, cows, and (beep. Their cattle, com- 
monly allowed to roam at large in the woods, 
are once in two months driven into fields 
adjoining to the houfes of their owners, 
where every means is ufcd to render them 
tame and tractable. After having been fab- 
jeded to hunger and confinement, they re- 
ceive their liberty, and are fucceeded by 
others, which experience in their turn a 
fimilar courfe of difcipEne. Such of the in« 
habitants as are at pains to prevent their 
herds from running entirely wild, pofTefs 
five or fix thoufand head of cattle. 

The inhabitants of San Antonio are ex- 
celknt horfemen, and particularly fond of 
hunting or lacing their wild animals. Hav- 
ing entered the field, and flarted an ani- 
mal they mean to take alive, they give him 
chace at full fpeed from wood to valley, rill 
bis fatigue enables the hunter to come 
H 4 within 
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within a certain diftance of him. Here the 
rider, holding the running noofe of a ftrong 
lafli or ^hong coiled round his arm in his 
right hand, throws it with fuqh dexterity, 
that he fcldom fails to catch the game round 
the neck or horns ; and in the fame inftaiit, 
by pulling up his horfe, or turning hini 
abruptly from the line of his career, he 
checks his prey, and obliges him to ftop. 
A cuftom very fimilar to this is defcribed 
in Anfon's Voyages, and repreiented by 
the author as peculiar to the coaft of Pa? 
tagonia. 

They have like wife the ufe of tame ani- 
mals, which, befides yielding milk, fupply 
them with fat and dried flefli for their ex- 
tenfive peregrinations. Their horfes and 
mules are no fooner a little broken in, thaa 
they are offered to fale ; but here the mar-r 
ket-price is fo extremely low, which, in- 
deed, may be imagined, that I have feen a 
good horfe fold for a pair of fhoes. Having 
but one or two keepers for all the cattle of 
the fettlerpent, even their domeflic animals 
run day ^^d pigbtin the woods. 

The 
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The keen eye which theliabitof clofe 
and minute attention has beftowcd on tbofe 
people is truly furprifing. Difcovering in 
the morning that one of their cattle has dif* 
appeared in the courfe of the night, they 
examine the inclined pofition of the graft 
over which he muft have pafled, when they 
are able to diftinguilh by the prints of his 
feet whether he is a borfe or mule, and 
whether he quitted his pafture grazing or 
in flight : nor do they defpair of finding him 
before they have gone fifteen perhaps twenty 
leagues from home. In their wars with the 
favages this extreme nicety of fight is ftill 
of greater confequence ; but as each party 
is on its guard againft the difcernment of 
the other, and both have the fame motives 
to conceal the direftion of their flight, it is 
ufual to fet fire to the fward as they retreat, 
leaving three or four leagues of black defert 
behind them* 

They are often in danger of lofing them- 
selves in the meadows, but in order to pre- 
vent this inconvenience, they are accuftomed 
to mark particular trees, and the pofition of 
tlje adjacent ysroods, whiclv ferve p aflift 

their 
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their r^olle£tioci, and aufwer the purpofe of 
conduding-'pofts in civilized countries. In 
their excuriions through the woods they dif* 
cover the quarter of the north by obferving 
the fide of the tree which, being hidden 
from thefbkr rays, acquires a coat of greenifli 
mofs, whilft that expofed to the fouth retains 
a clean fkin of a whitiih colour. 

In the neighbourhood of this fettlement^ 
and fituated on the river, at the diflance of 
two or three leagues from one another, arc 
four > miiiions, confifting of a couple of 
Francifcans each. In the houfes of thofi^ 
mifiionaries, favages who have been taken ict 
war^ and on whom the reverend fathers fiavtf 
conferred marriage and baptifro, receive their 
maintenance and education* In this manner 
each houfe entertains fcven or eight ihen, 
with their wives and children, who are em* 
ployed, under the direftion of thefe monks^ 
in certain articles of induftry, the profits of 
which are applied to the emolument of the 
mifTion. The rules of thefe miffions, re- 
fpe<aing temporal affairs, are nearly the fam© 
with thofe obferved by the Jefuits in their 
<ettlcn)ents of Paraguay ; but tb^ are ap- 
2 plied 
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plied by the difciples of 3t. Ignatius in a 
manner much more liberal and conciliating 
to the miiids of their favage profelytes, 
than thej are here by the followers of St, 
Francis, 

The favages of Tegas are the laft who 
have taken to the ufe of the firelock, an4 
who rpaintaiq any intercourfe with the 
French* Thofe of Apaches, living about 
^fty leagues northward from San Antcmio^ 
9$ weU as all the maritime tribes between 
l^fae (Utiops of AcoquiOas and L^badie dc 
Spiritu San£to, Ail I ufe the bow and arrow. 
Certain Europeans have reprefented the lat- 
ter, named Qoumaches^ as a race of canni- 
txils ; l^ut according to th^ Spaniards, who 
arc probably better acquainted with their 
manners, they are njerely a cruel, daflardly 
race of favages, who only efcape the yoke of 
flavery^j by taking refuge among the rocks, 
bays, and faflnefTes of the fca-coafl. 

The Spaniards make war upon thcfe mi- 
fcrable tribes, who ftill retain the bow and 
arrow, almqfl with impunity. In cafe of an 
engagement, the Spaniards, covering their 
J>eads with d (hield, and their bodies with a 

gre^t 



Io8 TRAVELS ROUND THE WORLD, 

great coat, confifting of three or four folds 
of deer-lkin9 quilted with cotton, are in 
condition to fet the darts of the enemy at 
defiance. If the favages happen to be few 
in number, and the Spanifli cavalry think 
tbeipfelvesr certain of an eafy viftory, re- 
ferying their fire for fituations of greater 
neceffity, they ufe the thong, and lace thetn 
like wild horfes. As fpon as a favage has 
been caught in the uoofe, he is bound hanij 
^nd foot, and carried to the refidence of a 
miifionary, who makes it his bufiuefs, by 
threats, perfuafion^ fevere fafting, gentle- 
nefs, and laft of all by marriage, to tame 
and civilize the manners of his prifoner,who^ 
after being inftrucled in the exiftence of a 
Supreme Being, Providence, and the more 
peculiar doftrir^e^ of Chriftianity, is admitted 
to the rites of baptifm. 

The violent prejudices of the Spaniards 
having not only reftrained them from all in- 
tercowrfe with the. more warlike tribes, but 
engaged them in a fyftem of policy moft 
vexatious tQ thefe nations, their patience was 
at laft exhauiled, and they abandoned a vaft- 
traQ: of uninhabited country to the north of 

New 
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New Spain. Whether this immenle terri- 
tory could have been obtained by open and 
•avowed war is doubtful ; at leaft it muft 
have^ been purchafed by the Spaniards at a 
very great expence both of blood and trea- 
fure. 

Ait S?iil Antonio I lived in the fanaily of 
ai) ei^celkint Indian, for whom, by reafon of "^ 
his faithful, diiinterefted, and patient fervices, 
in the courfe of my travels from Adaes, I 
contracted a moft fincere friendftiip. Having 
now made a confiderable acquaintance among 
the natives, I had the fatisfad:ion to find, 
that my plain and fimple manners were uni- 
verfally popular. The good people, I could 
oblerve, were in hopes that I might be dif- 
pofed to fettle in this country, for my in- 
clinations were often (bunded on this fub- 
je^. The quantity of my baggage, which, 
though far from being very confiderable, 
would have been a kind of fortune to a man 
of their condition, probably fuggefted the 
notion that I was extremely rich. But I 
am convinced, that my decent and tempe- 
rate behaviour recommended me above every 
other conlidefation to their efteem, and might 

have 
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have inclined them to approve of^my fallitlg^ 
in love with one of their daughters ; and t 
will add, in juft praife of Indian beauty, that 
the perfbnS and difpofitions of individuals 
among them gave them every right toexpeA 
it. And, as we all ate and Aept in the {anxf 
apartment, no man could have feircr oppor* 
tunities than myfelf of attending to the per-^ 
fbns of the females, and of obtaining the af« 
feftions and confent of a mifirefs. , But^ 
however much impreiTed with the excellence 
of thofe pure and gentle manners which are 
the refult of freedom, a decent mediocrity 
of fortune, and the advantages of a pious 
education ; and however fenfible I might ba 
to the charms of their women, the amiable 
qualities of their minds, and the beauty and 
fertility of the furrounding country, the 
ftrong partialities I ft ill retained for my na- 
tive foil, were not to be fubdued* 

With an eye to my approaching journey 
I purchafed a horfe, three muks, and a con- 
fiderable ftock of proviiions ; for I trembled 
at the thoughts of being again expofed to 
the calamity of hunger, the anguiih of which 
I will candidly own I had lately experienced 

in 
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111 lb exceflive a degree, as to abfbrb ever3r 
other idea and ienciment in my mind, and 
indeed fo as almoft to efface the firft and 
ftrongeft principles of my early educatbn. 

At Sau Antonio, as at Adaes, money hav^ 
ing little circulation, I chofe to employ a 
part of my linen, which bdairs a higher and 
more convenient value with the Indians, in 
the payment of my debts ; befides, I wilhcd 
to be fparing of whjit money was in my pof- 
ieflion, knowing that the period was at no 
great diftance when that article would re- 
futtie its ufual consequence* My linen, 
' however, had been confiderably dimini(hed 
by the theft of a Creole native of Sartille, 
who ftole from me a dozen of fhirts, and 
ibme other neceflaries ; but at the lame time 
I acknowledge, that I received from an in- 
habitant of San Antonio a bill of exchange 
upon Mexico, of twenty piaftres, as a com- 
penfation for his friend's difhonefty. I have 
mentioned the place of this Creole^s nativity, 
becaufe in the little misfortunes of my life I 
have always obferved, that the malice of man 
IS in dircdl proportion to his birth, educa- 
tion, and confcquence in the world : inno- 
cent and ingenuous manners diminilhing pro* 

grcflively 
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greffively from the native of the wood§, i4> 
the villager, Indian, Creole, and Spaniard ; 
the laft of whom is the leaft friendly and fo- 
ciable of the wholes From the favage^ or 
half-favage Indian, I never received an in- 
jury or injuftice of any kind ; and therefore^ 
in my peregrinations through their hamlets, 
I always chofe to live with the Indian in pre- 
ference to the Spaniard ; a preference which, 
while it adminijftered to my fatisfa£tion, by 
means of the intercourfe I enjoyed with men 
unperverted by art and refinement, was like- 
wife more agreeable to all my views as a tra- 
veller. 
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CHAP- XIIL 

Departure from San Antomo — the Caravan 
is in Danger 0/ being plundered by the In* 
dians — Face of the Country the Author pajfes 
through — its Natural Hi/lory — a Comet is 
obferved-^Arrival at SartiUe. . 

TTAVING made the neceflary preparations 
^ -*• for our departure, we began our jour- 
ney on the 1 7th of December ; but had 
fcarcdy proceeded to the diftance of five 
leagues, when we were advifed by a monk 
to be on our guard againft a party of warUke 
£rvages who infeded the roads, and from 
whom he; himfelf had juft made a very nar- 
row efcape. Our convoy having quitted us 
at San Antonio, we found, that in cafe we 
fhould have the misfortune to be attacked, 
we were entirely without the means of de- 
fence, and therefore it was deemed moft pru- 
dent to pafs fome time at the houfe of this 
miffionary. We fent out fcouts to recon- 
noitre the woods, who returned to us next 
day ; when, learning that the favages had 
Vol.!. I dif- 
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difappcarcd in thofe parts, we refumed our 
march, carefully avoiding, however, the 
beaten paths, left we (hould fall in with them 
by furprize. Wc traverfed large trails of a 
IKoft fpecies of the mcfquitte, the only jrc- 
femblance of woods we bad met with fince 
wc pafled San Antonio^ Thefe were fuc- 
cecded by a number of little hills abounding 
in fprings, by which the fubjacent grounds 
were rendered almoft impaflable. Following 
the diredHon of their i):reacns, we were con- 
dtidted to a river, fmall, it is true, but, on 
account of rocks, cavities in its channel, and 
rapidity of current, extremely difficult of paf^ 
fage. Hence an extenfivc fcene of meadows 
and rivulets, ikirted vfith the mefquitte^ 
ftretches to Rio Trio, a fiver which we 
palled without any inconvenience. 

We met with feveral lakes abounding ia 
fMx and wild fowl, and arrived at Rio de les 
Nuices^ which we found almoft deftitute of 
water, but w^hofe channel, containing a deep 
mud, was extremely embarraffing to our 
march. By means, however, of different 
ftiata of earth and faggots, after much trouble 
and fatigue, we accompliftied our pafiage. 
I . Here 
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Here' a krgc extent of beautiful meadow iri- 
troduced us to an open champaign country j 
and, after a journey of ten days, wc came 
to Rhcda, which is a fmall village confiftmg 
-ctf about a dozen houfes, Rheda is fourfcore 
leagues diftant from San Antonio, and fknds 
\jpon a river called Rio Grande, or, as it 
ftands upon the maps, Rio Bravo. Next to 
the Miffiflippi this is the moft confiderable 
river in thofe regions, and indeed bears fome 
refemblance to it both in fize and ftrength of 
durrent* 

From Rio Grande, which we crofled in 
a ferry boat, the country becomes much 
tnovt populous. We began to obferve the 
tops of high mountains, which, as I had not 
met with one confiderable hill fince the com- 
mencement of my travels, had fomewhat 
the air of novelty* The country in fome 
places was well cultivated, and prefented to 
the view of the traveller extenfive fields of 
Indian corn. The atmofphere fwarmed with 
numberlefs cranes ; and our journey lying 
acrofs a beautiful as well as plentiful cpuntry^ 
compared with the former part of it, became 
extremely pleafant. We pafled the rapid 
"■■ 1 2 cur* 
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currents of Salt River, which, a little higher, 
takes the name of Sabinas. Here our com- 
pany was attacked by a violent flux, owing 
to the mineral waters of the country, which 
are fb powerful in their operation, that even 
our animals were tormented with the iamt- 
dilbrder* We pafled feveral hot fprings, 
which are remarkably fait and bitter to the 
tafte, and yet fuch was the water we were 
obliged to ufe over the whole of this dry and 
inhofpitable diftridl. The low grounds 
abound in woods of the mefquitte, or prickly 
currant, under which is a neat clean foil ; 
whilft the heights are covered with thorny 
(hrubs of a puny growth, of which there 
are various fpecies curioufly diverfified in the 
(hape and fize of the prickle. In one it re- 
fembles a dart ; in another a faw ; in a third 
a harpoon ; and dll of them have a point like 
that of the niceft needle, Thefe enter the 
fiefh upon the flighted conta£):, and are only 
extraded by an incifion into the flein, which 
occafions the moft acute pain. This is one of 
thofe cruel taxes which Nature has thought 
proper to impofc on the patient curiofity of 
the traveller. 

Another 
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Another inconvenience in this country is 
the abominable fmell of an animal, without 
the agility but nearly of the fame fize with a 
rabbit. This creature, when hard prefled, 
and finding himfelf in danger of being taken, 
emits a moft intolerable ftench, which threa- 
tens fufFocation to his purfuers, arfd is only 
only eluded by a precipitate flight. I faw in 
the plains of Tegas an animal about the fize 
of a large cat, and refembling that fpecies in 
his mouth, no(e, and ears. He had a fliort 
reddifh fur, his body and paws thick and 
ihort, with the face of a rabbit. One of 
them we were lucky enough to kill, which 
was roafled, and aflForded an excellent rcpaft. 
His flefli is fair, pleafant to the tafte,, and in- 
terlarded with fat in the manner of pork. 
The name of this animal in the Indian lan- 
guage is Taccouage. I heard much of the 
rattle-fnake, but never faw one in the 
whole courfe of my .travels through this 
country. 

At a fhort diftance on the left appear the 

mines of Sierra and Luigana, furrounded by 

a croud of hamlets. We palled a number 

of flattered villages belonging to the Indians 

1 3 of 
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of Punta Sant Tago and Caldera^ and came 
in view of a detached mountain to the weft- 
ward, which is named, from its fliape, the 
Table of Caldera, This mountain rifes on 
all fides in the form of a fugar-loaf, in fuch 
a manner as to be inacceflible even to the 
goat, except by one path, which is likewife 
extremely difficult. The top, however, 
ftretches into a fruitful plain, which being 
well fupplied with rich fprings of fine water, 
affords excellent pafture to numerous herds 
of cattle. A houfe built acrofs the upper- 
end of the path prevents their efcape, and 
confines them within the bounds of this fin- 
gular park or terrace. 

The territories of thofe civilized Indians 
who fell under the Spanifh yoke upon the 
death of Montezuma, including the village 
of Caldera, begin at Salt River. We had 
now entered the mountains^, and the fair 
plains of Tegas gave plaqe to rugged and 
barren rocks, with here and there a little 
valley, which produces the wild aloe, the 
Barbary fig-tree, and a naked plant of a 
,^gle ftem, known in Europe by the title of 
Gierke Pafchah The trunk, Springing from 

the 
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the graurcKl to die hdght of fifteen feet, 
fends off four or five bi^ncbes, which, dw 
verging between three and fbor feet from: 
the Aeoi, Oioot together to the dbvation of 
twenty feet ; and this is the aniy plant or 
tuee to be fo^nd la the whoieof this oowai^ 
tiy. 

fn four days more we entered among 
trees, which, in the form of thdr ieaves and 
arrangement of their branches, appeared to 
be a fpecies of date. It may be dlaffed with 
the fig-bannan of India, which is known in 
the Philippine ifles by the name of Dedas de 
Dama, or Lady's Fingers. The foil in this 
diftria is remarkably light and dry. 

We left the ftation of Cuvilla to the weft, 
at the diftance of twenty leagues, and came 
to a country fupplied with (heap and goats, 
which are in fuch abundance as to be often 
killed for the value of the fkin. We fol- 
lowed the courfe of a little river above Mon- 
tery, which is extremely fait, as indeed is 
all the water we had hitherto met with from 
Rio Salado, or Sabinas ; its borders, how- 
ever, are cultivated, and peopled with Indians. 
Having travelled over a mere defert, con- 
I 4 fifting 
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fifting chiefly of high and favage mouutainS) 
we at laft came in view of a beautiful plain 
well cultivated, in which is fituated Sartille; 
and here we arrived on the 20th of January^ 
1 768, after travelling one hundred and iixty 
leagues fouth-weft. I ought to have men- 
tioned, that two days before my arrival at 
Sartille we had an ecHpfe of the fun, ap- 
pearing to me to be more confiderable, and 
more exaftly central, than that pf the ift of 
April, 1764, which I had an opportunity 
of obferving in Provence, 



CHAP 
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CHAP. XIV- 

Defcription of Sartille^ a populous ^own^ be^ 
longing both to Spaniards and Indians — 
nvhlmfical Performance of religious Cere-^ 
monies — Bull Fights — Gallantry of the 
Spaniards^— Natural Hi/lory of the Pro-- 
vlnces of New Spain^ P arras ^ and Bey no. 

O ARTILLE is a pretty large and popu- 
lous town belonging to both Spaniards 
and Indians.- The churches and fquares are 
tolerably handfbme ; the ftreets broad, clean, 
and lined on each fide with houfes of ftone* 
In general, however, it is built in a bad tafte, 
particularly the houfes of the Indians, who 
pay no regard to convenience in the diftri- 
bution of their apartments. The fountains 
which one meets in different parts of Sartille 
are of much ufe in allaying the violent heat 
of the fun. Sartille contains a number of 
confiderable merchants, and is the chief 
mart for lavage produftions imported from 
thofe countries we had lately vifited, and 
.which are afterwards retailed among the in- 
habitants 



I2» TRAVELfi AOUND THE WORLD, 

habitants of the neighbourhood. Sartille 
likewife fervcs as a repofitory for diifferent 
articles of apparel, as well as the luxuries of 
life, which the lavages accept in exchange 
for their horfes, ikins, and <iried. proviiions., 
The Indians are the only part of the com- 
munity who avoid the jbw debauchery of 
-the multitude, the fatal confequeaces of 
which their neighbours experience, without 
knowing by what means they taay be re- 
medied. The character of the people gt 
large is haughty, fraudulent, and deceitful. 
With great pretenfions to gcnerofi ty, they 
are at pains to conceal dieir natural ienti* 
ments, which are both illiberal and fdftih. 
la fine, they have all the pride and f):aceli- 
iiefs of Caftile, without the noble and geue-» 
rous qualities of the true Spaniard. 

One diftrift of Sartille is occupied by 
Spaniards only, or by fuch as affe£t to be of 
that nation ; for the fad is, that by far the 
greater number of them have not one eighth 
part oi European bkxxi in their veins. 
Their colour is a mixture of the Indian, ne- 
gro, and European complexions* The firft 
is confide^ed here as of the lowcf): extradibn, 

and 
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and therefore has little connedioa with thoie 
who either are or pretend to be Europeans. 

The fecond diftridl: is inhalwited by Indians 
named Trafcaltequas, who, in proportion as 
the Spaniards are haughty and indolent, are 
gentle, affable, and induftfious. It is this 
clafs of the people who apply themfelves to 
the labour of the ifoil, and who cultivate 
thofe fields and gardens whence the inhalu- 
tants are fupplied with wheat and Indian 
corn in abundance. Here, for the firft time 
fince my departure from New Orleaiis, I 
had the pleafure to meet with ei^cellent 
wheat bread The gardens produce apples, 
figs, grapes, every European plant, and a 
fpecies of (hrub from the juice of which 
tlie natives are ufed to make a tolerable be- 
verage. This ftirub, which is frequent all 
over New Spain, is named maguey^ and its 
iap pouchre. 

Though it was now the month of Janu- 
ary, we enjoyed, under a fky ftill more pure 
and ferene than that of San Antonio, the 
mofl delightful weather in the world. I 
affifted at the feaft of Candlemas, which is 
celebrated at Sartille with much folemnity, 

but 
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but in a manner Ibmewhat new. In the 
morning, immediately after mafs, the image 
of the Virgin is carried with great pomp 
through the principal ftreets, and being 
placed on a theiatre clofe to a circus ereded 
for the purpofe of bull-fighting, every one 
retires. Upon the company's return ffom 
their afternoon's nap, bulls are brought upon 
the ftage, and the fpeftacle begins, accom- 
panied by a ridiculous kind of mufic per- 
formed in an orcheftra at the elbow of the 
Virgin. The exhibition continues till the 
approach of night, when the Virgin, ef- 
corted by a fecond proceffion, returns to her 
ufual refidence in the church. The com- 
bat of the bulls is fucceeded by a fair, the 
principal articles in which are fweetmeats, 
wines, confections, and many other incite- 
ments to gluttony. On this occafion is 
pradlifed every fpecies of Spanifh gallantry, 
though the people are in general fo poor, 
that many of them pawn their laft fhirt in ' 
order to entertain their friends with the de- 
licacies of the fair. I was diverted to ob- 
fcrve with what folly and extravagance huf- 
bands ape towards their wives all the little 

arts 
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arts, of the lover. I faw one of thofe women, 
a perfbn apparently not deftitute of good 
lenfe, who chofe to be offended with her 
hufband, becaufe, being without a penny iii 
his pocket, he wanted the civility to part 
with a favourite couteau-de-chafle for the 
gratification of her caprice. It is the fafliion 
for both parties to afFeft a grave and ferious 
deportment ; while the hufband makes it his 
bufinefs to demean himfelf towards his mate 
as if it were only the dawn of his courtfhip. 
This feflival, one fimilar to which I faw at 
San Antonio in honour of the Conception, 
lafled three days. On the eve of the lafl, it 
is cuflomary for the people to pay their re- 
fpefts to the Virgin, /in mafquerade, in 
Vfhich fome afFeft the chara^Ster of devils, 
others that of angels,, whilfl the greatefl part 
appear in the male and female drefTes of the 
Moors. The image of the Virgin is con- 
veyed from the church, and being introduced 
to the ball-room, at the houfe of the mafler 
of the ceremonies, the dancing begins : 
mean while, the mafks are entertained with 
a collation, and the evening clofes with a 
rude dramatic performance. Next day the 

fame 



126 TRAVfiLS ROUND THE WORLD, 

fame diverfioris are repeated with tfie com^ 
bat of buUs^ and continue till the fall of 
night, when the feftiva) being ended, the 
image of the Virgin, attended by a procef^ 
fion, is carried back to the church. It often 
happens that ufages originally inftituted for 
pious purpofes, degenerate at laft into the 
moil ridiculoilis and extravagant abufes and 
abfurdities. 

Eaft and Ibuth-eaft from Sartille are fitu- 
ated the provinces of Parras and Reyno, 
which abound in good wine, fugar, fruit, 
Indian corn, wheat, and cattle. On the 
coaft of Reyno is the harbour of Tempic, a 
coaft well fupplied with great variety of ex- 
cellent fifli. The province of New Spain 
produces a fmall quantity of cochineal, a 
fpecies of infeft which feeds on a prickly 
plant, refembling in fbme refpefts the Bar- 
bary fig-tree, but whofe leaves are much 
fmaller, and of a finer texture. This infeft, 
after making a little pod attached to the 
leaves, fhuts itfelf up in it, and dies. By 
degrees it acquires colour and confiftency, 
and takes the form of cochineal immediately 
before its laft preparation. In due feafon the 

Indian 
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Indkn fpreads a linen cloth under the leaves^ 
and fliaking the branches, the pods orcoclu-* 
seal fall to the ground. This ufeful com- 
modity grows in the fields like indigo, with- 
out the aid of cultivation, and is gathered 
by the Indians alone, few of whom have 
any conception of its commercial value. 

My fellow-traveller had been unable to 
accomplifti his bufinefs fb foon as he expect- 
ed ; but now, being in the beginning of Fe- 
bruary, we began to prepare for our journey. 
We were informed that the roads were tole- 
rably good, and therefore hoped to proceed 
more expeditioufly than it had been hitherto 
in our power, by reafon of our baggage. 
On thb account I intrufted the principal part 
of my neeeffaries to a Francifcan friar, who 
undertook to forward them to Mexico as 
foon as he had delivered certain articles of . 
apparel at different miffions, Ibme of which 
we had vifited on our way to Sartille. The 
men who accompanied us to this place now 
returned to their own country ; and here I 
had the mortification to bid adieu for ever to 
my good Indian of San Antonio. His un- 
wearied zeal to accommodate himfelf to iny 

auk- 
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aukwardnefs and inexperience, in countries 
entirely deftitute of everjr convenience of 
life, made, a deep impreffion on my mind, 
and is what I cannot fufficiently acknow- 
ledge. Here therefore was I obliged to hire 
another fervant to attend me in the farther 
profecution of my travels. 



C HA P. XV. 

7he Author quits Sartllle^ and purfues hU 
yourney towards ^New Mexico — Fenge^- 
ance exercifed by the Spaniards upon the 
Indians^ after a Revolt of the latter — Re-- 
jiedtions upon the Punijhment of Exile — 
politic ConduSl of the Spaniards towards the 
Indians fubjedied to them. 

TTTE departed from Sartille on our way 
^ to Mexico on the loth day of Febru- 
ary, 1768, ; and as we were now entering 
a country faid to be liberally fupplied with 
all the neceffaries of life, we were relieved 
from the hardlhips of carrying our provifions 

along 
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aldng with us* The firft three days of our 
inarch prefented us with a dieerful and por 
pulons country, but the three fucceeding 
led us over a dry^ de^rt foil, covered with a 
kind of acrid duft, poffeffing fdme of the 
qualities of quick-lime. Our prefent route 
fupplied little water, except from wells of 
great depth, which were brackifli and.un- 
pleafant ; and even this was only to be ob- 
tained for money, at intervals of twenty 
miles diflance^ The keeper of the well 
lives hard by it in a miferable hut^ which is 
the only kind of habitation I faw in this 
country* Having pafled this inhofpitable 
region, and about the ianle extent of mea- 
dow-aground, we came to a mine named 
Charcas^ in the vicinity of which ftands a 
little neat town confiderably lefs than Sar- 
tille, but in proportion to its fize much more 
populous^ 

riere my fellow-traveller^ the late gover- 
nor of Tegafi fell ill ; but as I was now be- 
come impatient of delay, and zt the road 
feemed tolerably frequented, I determined, 
though rcluftantly, to take leave of his ex- 
cellency. He cxpreffed much regret at my 
. Vol. I. K depar 
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departure, and even complained that I de« 
ferted him upon the road ; but I was undeK 
the neceffity of travelling with the utmoft 
expedition, having learned that the ManiUa 
galleon had arrived at Acapulco, from which 
I was {(ill diftant no lefs than two hundred 
and fifty leagues. It was the middle of Fe* 
bruary, and this veflel was to fail for Ma- 
nilla towards the end of March. 

I had enjoyed good health fince I left San 
Antonio, except a rheumatic afFeftion in my 
knee, which I cured by means of exerciie 
and a cataplafm of bruifed mint fried with 
goat's greefe* I likewife fufFered at times 
from a weaknefs in my ftomach, occasioned 
by the Indian corn I had been obliged to live 
iipon all the way from Sartille. 

We arrived at the village of Venau, com- 
pofed entirely of Indians, who live under 
the jurifdiaion of their chiefs ; and I was 
informed that the Spaniards had juft execu- 
ted twelve of the moft criminal of the people, 
who had been concerned in a late infurreo- 
tion. The heads of the offenders appeared 
upon poles ere<fted on the fite of their houfes, 
which, after fending all their relations into 

banifh- 
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banifhmenty the vengeance of public juftice 
had rated to the ground. 

vExile is a punifhment much in ufe among 
the Spaniards ; and its obje£t being to con- 
fult the fecurity of the public, by feparating 
the innocent froni the guilty, and by pro-* 
ducing a change in their condition, perhaps 
equally advantageous to both, is evidently 
derived from the wileft policy. The friends 
and adherents of the fufferers who remain, 
tainted with dangerous principles, and who, 
in any fituation favourable to their deiigns, 
might be ready to imitate their conduct, the 
probable means of fuccefs being withdrawn^ 
. will continue quiet in their obedience* 
Meanwhile, in their intercourft with -the 
better part of Ibciety, they obferve the happy 
tendency of temperate and well regulated 
lives, begin to open their eyes to falfe 
maxims of bad education, and at length gra- 
tify their defi res in the furer paths of good 
example. I believe it will be found, that 
great crimes in almoft every inftance origi- 
nate either in opportunity or defpair ; and 
hence nothing feems better calculated to 
check the progrefs of vicious principles^ 
K 2 than 
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than aflociatiug with the orderly, charitablet 
and induftrious part of the community. 

Befides, exile frequently places the offen- 
der in a better ficuation than he before en- 
joyed ; a circumftance of fuch importance to 
the encouragement of good morals, that I am 
perfuaded there are few men {o naturally im- 
moral as that, had they been born to the ad- 
vantages of a fine climate and foil, would not 
have efcaped that fhame and mifery which 
unfortunately terminate many of their mile-, 
rable lives ; moderate and profitable labour, 
united to the native charms of a good life, 
would have reflrained the greatefl part of 
them from the ruinous coiifequences of vio- 
lence and injufiicc. 

It^ would be difficult to give a moreflHking 
illuflration of thefe obfervations, than may 
be found in the hiflory of our own colonies ; 
whofe manners, confidering the diflance of 
time between their refpedive colonizations, 
may be expeded to be a good deal different. 
The morals of the people in the province of 
Loui liana and the Phillipine Ifles are much 
more fimple and pure than either in St. Do- 
n^iingo or Mexico. Now, without meaning 

any 
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any rcfledion on the extra6Hon of certain 
Creoles in Louifiana and the Phillipinc 
Ifles, every one knows that the anxiety of 
government to colonize the firft, gave ad- 
xniilion to men of all defcriptions» whilft 
the laft have long been the ordinary places of 
banilhment for all manner of convicts from 
the kingdom of Mexico. I have feen at 
Manilla opulent merchants, officers, and 
indeed men of every condition, who, after 
wearing chains on their limbs, as badges of 
their infamy, have, in a country where the 
temptations to vice are not rare, learned to 
condudl themfelves in a manner every way 
regular and exemplary. 

The circumftances of the country in the 
neighbourhood of Venau feemed to warrant 
this example of feverity in the Spaniards ; 
and fince they only puniflied the ringleaders 
of the confpiracy with death, contenting 
themfelves with the banifliment of inferior 
infurgents, it is but fair to admit that on this 
occafion they tempered the rigour of the law 
with rhe milder precepts of humanity. And 
here I muft remark, that either Indian popu^ 
lation is furprifingly rapid, or the accounts 
K3 we 
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Wc have received from hiftorians, of the» 
horrid maflacres executed by the Spaniards^* 
Upon the natives of the Mexican empufti^i.- 
have been greatly e^caggerated. I am an 
eye-v^ritnefs to the prefent vaft population 
this kingdom, as well as to the eafy circum^ 
fiances in which, though in fubordinatioil 
to their conquerors, the original natives in 
general pafs their lives. In fome places the 
coUedlion of the public revenue and thd 
care of the police are depofited in the hahds 
of their cliieft ; while the laws of the Spa- 
nifli government have, upon the whole, a 
tendency to make them good fubjefts, ra«» 
ther than miferable and difcontented Haves* 
Among the inferior orders of Indians, ipany 
are admitted to offices in the church, army* 
magiftracy ; and in all the principal Spanifh 
towns, particularly at Manilla, they are in- 
vited to a full incorporation with the natives 
of Spain. It is in the remoter parts of the 
country alone, where the proud title of con- 
queror inlpiring many vagabonds, whom 
fortune has raifed from infignificancc to 
better circumftances, with infolence and 
brutality, that the poor Indian is made to 

feel 
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feel the humiliating flate of his dependence. 
In fuch fituations, while little intercourfe 
prevails between the two nations, the Eu- 
ropean gives free fcope of all thofe abfurd 
prejudices which people of diflferent coun- 
tries are apt to entenain refpeding each 
other, and which are in a peculiar manner 
incident to the Spaniards. But the patient 
and unaifuming fpirit of the Indian, who, 
in point of number, is infinitely his mafter*« 
fuperior, conforming to the proud and im- 
perious temper of the Spaniard, the charac- 
ter of both jointly, though accidentally, 
contributes to ordct and fubordination in the 
ibtc. 



K4 
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CHAP. XVL 

^ jir rival at the Gold and Silver Mines pf 
Potoji — Defcription of the Town ofPotofi'-r 
peculiar Mode of catching wild Animals^ 
pradiifed by the Inhabitants— the Author 
quits Potoji^ andpajfes through a rich and 
luxuriant Country. 

npHE Spaniard whom I hired at Sartille, 
-*• and who fuccedcd to my good Indian 
of San Antonio, was a nian of a bad charac- 
" ter. As long as I enjoyed the benefit of the 
governqr-s company, from whom I had juft 
parted, I confidered myfelf fecure againft 
injury front? whatever quarter; but we were 
now alone, and with the opinion I enter- 
tained of this Spaniard, I could not help 
being a good deal apprehenfiye of danger. 
Luckily, however, he feemed to have nq 
arms abput his perfpn, \yhile I, as ufual,^ 
wore a couteau-de-chafle at my girdle. My 
*horfes and mules had been always kept at 
grafs with thofe of the governor, and confer 
quently had hitherto coft me neither trouble 

nor 
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aor expence ; but I was now afnud to trufl: 
ihem in the Guftody of mj Spaniard during 
night, left he ihould decan^p, and leave nie 
to niake the beft of (py Wfiy on foot JA the 

inoriiingr 

As on this route the traveller esiiily finds 
^ houib for his accommodation in the even* 
ing, I ufed the precaution to purchafe front 
xny hofl the provender neceflary for my 
animals over night; but as in theie inns ' 
there is no fuch convenience as 9 ftable^ I 
prdered the Spaniard to flecp within doors, 
while I lay in the field, at the foot of the 
ftake to which my mules weire made faft. 
Beiides, as I was always more careful of my 
beads than myfelf, I knew by this means 
in what manner they fed, and in what con* 
dition they were able to travel next day. It 
is furprifing how much they ieemed ham« 
pered and difiatisfied with their confinement* 
The three firfl nights they would eat no- 
thing but a little cut grafs ; and it was with 
the utmofl difficulty I could make them 
chew their corn, after taking the pains to 
moiflen it for them in fait water. On the 
morning fubfequent to the firfl night they 

paiTed 
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pailfed id this unnatural fituation, fuch was 
the benumbed coadition of their limbs, that 
it was impoffible to fay from their motions 
that they had a fingle joint in their bodies. 
However, what with pulling theoi after us 
by force, and a fevere application of the 
whip, they began at length not to walk 
but to leap, dragging their hinder legs as 
if they had been tied in halters ; meanwhile, 
their blood becoming wann, and the circu- 
lation accelerated by difcipline and exer- 
cife, they gradually recovered the ordinary 
life of their limbs. 

On the fecond day of my journey, I ar- 
rived at thp celebrated mines of gold and 
filver at San Louis Potofi, the richeft of 
which is that of Serro San Pedro. Potofi is 
a handfbme well-built town, large, populous,^ 
and fituated in the midft of beautiful gardens. 
The ftreets are neat, and run in ftrait lines ;; 
the churches magnificent ; the people opu- 
lent, and in pofleffion of all the com-r 
forts and conveniencies of life. The Indi- 
^ans, however, appear to be of a melancholy 
humour all over this province ; for, befides 
the ordinary hardfliips of a yoke to which 
they have ever fubmitted with reludanpe, 
I the 
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tbe impofidon of new taxes, and die ahoS- 
tion of the order of the Jefmts, wc 
cauies of much difiads&dioD. Tfa 
to the diftance of Venau, miiidficl of 
former injuries, and in lefem ment 
they coniidered additional oppteffioo, 
ged their vafials in a kind of xevok, 
as the natives ate twenty to oce Soomnd^ 
without the prompt interference of gc 
ment, and the fevericies ezerci&d for 
fuppreiSon, mi^t have been of ibioosi 
^uences. 

I purchaied a horie at Potofi, this 

being eminently diftingoiflied for a 

breed of that animal, as wdi as for 

cows for the confumpdoo of Afexioou 

method employed here Co catch wild 

is, perhaps, peculiar to dioie people: the 

cattle arc generally permitted to roam at large 

over the fields ; but in cafe c^ a lale are 

hunted down in the following manr^er : the 

mafter coming up to a herd on borietark asd 

at full fpced, forces them to a gallop ; ten ri 

a (hon time they are worn out wi:h fst: j^r, 

and fink to the ground on thdr kr.^ti ; he 

then alights from his horfe, and, ^rtrjr.zali 
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bis ftrength, raifcs the animal obliquely by 
the tail ; by which means flie lofes her ba« 
lance, and drops upon her nofe ; an attitude 
fo aukward and confounding to the cow, 
that Hit will remain a whole day without at- 
tempting to recover her liberty, Selefting 
therefore fuch as he can immediately dif- 
pofe of, the reft are relieved from their con- 
finement. 
We left to the weftward of this route the 
' provinces Guadalaxara and Zacatecas, 'with 
their different towns, in the neighbourhood 
of which are mines of confiderable value.* 
This country is full of mineral riches, and 
flill there is a great deal of real though con- 
cealed poverty ; for the Creoles in general ac- 
quire arid-diffipate their money with^'an equal 
facility. After fpending two days at Potofi, 
I refumed my journey, and paffed through 
a country pleafantly diverfified with hills, 
villages, and fields of wheat and Indian 
corn : a fack of Indian corn is fold here for 
two and fix-pence, when the market price 
is at its higheft ftandard. In refpeft to cul- 

*' I was tol4 there were many more to the fouth-weft of 
" Potofi. 

ture 
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ture and popcbdoBv soi cuicir y ^ 
much the ikroc mx^ sac 
Char cas and PocoL T^e 
houfes I always chrrh s jqc^ 
and hofpkalde in th 




geutleoefs of djiporri^n^ «"?r- saL mxo^siZ 
of life, are nodikkz mcR oX "Tj't:! zsax 2K 
natural confeqncnccs cc ^bac sziacaicr asil 
love of iodufbr to wfucn lacj arr JbwjubL 
Tbej areplaio in thrir dr^^ srti -m^zcHj xor- 
addicled to the prood miA 
of their coaqoerors. A »r :£ 
adopted, in Qxoc xoeafsrc, fre Snannft aitL- 
ons ; but b^ £irdie grrarer- sn kStc^t 3i 3b 
tafte and modes oc cbcr ayrrnn. T!ic 7* 
dinaiy drcfs of the loesL is a ssec-duLr 
confifb of brccdies 201 « c.r.tt af fur: 
fcending to the gin^, wici 1 !isr si ^le . 
of an Euiopean. Tbe w^rrm 
of clo^ tied round die w^ur. wr,u r, ili. 
down to die mw^ifi* cr r:e iex? kxaI a iinr: 
cloak over the necc x=.<i ihcuuxr:. T\e:r 
hair is formed iiico rrsSes. snii kncirea ^ 
different modes on die back psr: u r^e zszjl. 
which is kept coofbudy ' 
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BeHdes the alcades, who compofe a kind 
of confulate, in which refides a portioa of 
civil and military jurifdidion, the comman^ 
dant of the province, the king's courts cT 
ju(lice» the bifliops, chapters, and monks, 
form an extenfive fyftem of magiftracy* 
This rich champaign country is divided into 
baronies under different titles; and fromtheie 
the public offices are endowed with large 
eftates, upon which they have erefted beau- 
tiful feats, and from which they derive very 
opulent revenues. The luxury and magni^ 
ficence of the higher orders of the inhabitants, 
are in all refpe£ts equal to what you find 
among our firft nobility in Europe. 
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CHAP.- xvn. 

jfrrrval of the Chtj of San Miguet el Grande^ 
Jr§m whence the Auibcr proceeds /a the 
^aam ^ San Juan del Ria — large comrnr^* 
Sons VUlages annattnce at length bis Ap^ 
froach /^ the Captd^ and acc^dingly be 
dsjc&vers from the Heights j the City ef 
Mexico in the Centre cf a very extenfivt 
Lake — the City ef Mexico and its Envirms 
dejcribed — Cujloms and Pstrfuits of its <ypet* 
lent Inhabitants — annual Commtmcrathm rf 
tie Canqmefi cf Mexico. 

T7*OUR days after my depirture from Po- 
"*" tofi I arrived at San Miguel el Grande, 
fituated on the declivkj cf a hill, a cv.j 
much more beautinil and coniiderabie in ex« 
tent than any I had hitherto viiitcd. The 
houies, ftreets^ and garder^s, are in a better 
fiile, have a much nobler effect, and an- 
Boance to the eye the fap^rior wealth atid 
ilequence of the irihabitants. Next d^y I 
™dgiog in the fuburbs of Queretano, a, 
$ famous for the excellence of its manu- 
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foot, anfwers all the purpofes of artificial 
fortifications ; whilft an extreme fcarcity of 
wood in the neighbouring country equally 
fecures the Mexicans from every fpecics of 
invafion by water. The ftreets in general 
are broad, run in flraight lines, and have 
their names infcribed on the wall, with the 
number of each houfe on the door ; a cir- 
cumftance of great advantage to ftrangers, 
who otherwife would be in conftant danger 
of lofing their way. The inns, like thofein 
the adjacent country, are large, hahdfomc 
buildings ; but the traveller is not a little 
mortified upon entering them, to find they 
contain nothing but empty apartments, def- 
titute both of furniture and provifions. The 
houfes, confifting for the greater part of 
three or four ftories, are good ; and the places 
of public refort, fuch as walks, fquares, and 
gardens, are delightful. The cathedral, the 
caftle of the Spanifh viceroy, and the fimple 
remains of the palace and baths of the an- 
cient emperors of Mexico, occupy three 
fides of the principal fquare. Next to t>?^ 
buildings, the mint is an obje<ft 
to the traveller, on accoun 
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of ingots with which its courts are coiiftantly 
filled, and which are brought hither in or- 
der to have their weight and finenefs af- 
xertained. The naetal, after palling the af- 
lay-ofEcc, fufFers a deduftion of the king's 
fifth, in confideration of liberty granted to 
work the mines, which io general are the 
property of private perfons. 

The Baratillo, a fpecies of exchange, from 
the regularity and rich ornaments of the 
building, merits ahb the attention of the 
traveller; and if he is not tired, he will find 
the piazzas, allotted to the purpofes of a 
flower-market, millinery, and paftry (hops, 
as well as for the accommodation of the 
clothier and jeweller, in the fame flile of 
highly ornatnented architedlure. 

Some of the fine arts, particularly pain- 
ting and fculpture, which are chiefly em- 
ployed in adorning the churches, are culti- 
vated by the Indians with very confiderable 
jfuccefs. But of all the trades in this city, 
the myActy of the goldfmith is held in the 
6^/icit repute, and his workmanfhip, tho* 
"9 is far from being deficient either in 
^niihing. ^ Silver, efpecially in the 
L ' churches, 
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of the galleoQ ; and therefore, * rather than 
fiibmit to the rilk of fb ferious a difappoint- 
meat^ I dv'termined to leave them behind 
me. I dcfireJ, however, a merchant of my 
acquaintance to iell them as foon as they 
cune to hand^ and to remit whatever money 
dirr might yidd^ as a preient to my good 
lodun of Sm AntODio. I was not a little 
^tfarirtfed with the negligence of the monk; 
bar ia my piefciit fituatioQ I bad no alter« 



CHAP- 
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CHAP.. XVIII. 

'Departure from the City of Mexico for Aca^ 
pulco'^ — the Author is reduced to the Necef 
fty of travelling alone ^ and arrives at the 
Village of Cuernavaca — Jrait of Humanity 
in a poor Indian — Arrival at the Port of 
Acapulco — its H'rade— fever al Shocks of an 
Earthquake are felt during the Author ^ 
Stay — he embarks in a Galleon bound to the 
City of Manilla. ^ ' 

/^N the 1 8th of March I fet out, with 
^■"^ no other companion than two muks, 
on the road to Acapulco ; for the Spaniard I 
hired at Sartille, refolving, it feems, that I 
fliould not entertain a bad opinion of him 
without realbn, had difappeared foon after 
my arrival at Mexico with the horfe I pur- 
chafed at Poiofi. I had engaged a Fjfench 
fervant in his place, whom I found in indi- 
gent circumftances ; but after living at my 
expenjfe for feveral days, he likewife chofe 
to abfcond the evening before my departure. 
My impatience to get to Acapulco was fo 
. ^ great, 
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great, that, thopgh entirely alone, 1 could 
not brook tfne tfelay of a ftiortient longer. 
The roads^ however, being broad, and much 
frequented, I did not find myfelf m any dan* 
get of lofing my way. After pacing a caufe- 
way equally magnificent with that of Gua- 
daloupe, I afcended a very high hill, and 
fiept amidft the huts of Indians, who were 
employed rn making charcoal from a wood 
' of pines, at a place called Tchufco. Next 
d^y, having travelled acrofs feveral fmall 
bunted woods, I came to fleep at the village 
of Cuernavaca, on the fouth fide of a hilly 
. tidge ;• whence, when I awaked, I was de- 
lighted with: the profpedl of gardens, inter-^ 
fperfed with pieces of water, and producing 
every kind of European as well as American 
fruit. As my road the following day lay 
over wild and barrai mountams, with here 
and there a ftraggling fir, it was confidei^a- 
bly bleak and melancholy ;* in the little bot- 
toms, however, the traveller obferves frinlall 
plantations of the fugar cane, which con* 
tribute in fome degree to diverfify and en** 
liven the fcene. Defcending from the 
heights I met an Indian under a load of 
I fruits 
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vegetables, and European, fruits^ which are> 
equally common m the gardens of Mexicor 
with thoie of ks own continent. I wai^ 
careful to ufe cooling draugjits, confiftiag 
chiefly of waiter and the meal of Indian 
corn^ which, after being boiled to a certain 
point, acquires the con£{lency of chocolaic^ 
and is named by the Spaniards aiotU^ 

I pix>ceeded once more ta ^irB^ the cui» 
riodties of Mexico^ the chiaicfaes^. palaces^ 
public walks, the gardens of Almeyda;, and 
the aqueduft and gardens of Tacuba. In' 
the mean time the day of th^ galleon's fail- 
ing from Acapulco, being the 25th, or at 
lateft the 30th of March, was drawing near, 
and I began to be anxious for the arrival of 
my baggage, which I. had delivered to the 
monk at Sartille. I had been three weeks 
at Mexico, when I received ^ letter froni 
Queretano, informing me, that the Francif- 
can had unluckily fallen ill, a circumftance 
which would protract the arrival of my 
things for fome time; but that, upon his 
recovery, they fhould be forwarded with all 
poffible difpatch. Delay, however, was now 
impradticable without lofing the opportunity 

of 
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a very difficuk rivulet, I was obliged to hire a 
negro for my conduiftoi-. This African gave 
me a very early fpecimen of bis cunning 
and diihonefty ; for we had no fooner come 
to an obfcure part of ihe road, than he gave 
his horfe the fpur, and rufhed into a dark 
and i^rrow lane. I faw it was his intention 
to run off with one of my mules, which 
was tied behind him» and I pafled him in a 
moment at full gallop. He was obliged to 
Hop and apologife in the beft manner he 
could, endeavouring to make me believe it 
an accident occafioned by the unruly tem- 
per of his horfe. I rode clofe by his fide, 
however, during the remainder of our jour-» 
ney, holding my couteau-de-chafle ready to 
ftrike upon the fmalleft appearance of a fimi^ 
lar accident ; but he wanted courage to re- 
peat an experiment which had fucceeded fb 
ill in the firft attempt, I was now heartily fick 
of my guide ; and therefore, on our arrival 
at the firft village, I gave him his difcharge, 
and we parted, equally, I have no doubt, 
difgufted with each other. Having entered 
a flat, but fertile and well- cultivated coun- 
try, I came to a town called Chilpinfingo, 

which 
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which* confifts entirely of Indians, with 
whom, except a very few Spaniards, this 
whole country is peopled. Hitherto the foil 
had produced only a fmall quantity of oil, 
pitch, Indian corn, fugar, cocoa, and fruit j but 
now all thofe productions began^ to appear 
in abundance, whilft the roads, extremely 
rugged, and in fome places almoft impafla- 
ble among the mountains, became much leis 
difficult. The climate was immoderately 
hot, and every tree on' the road ieemed 
alive with fquirrels. Mexico receives a 
great part of its provifions from this pro- 
vince, with a frefli aflbrtment of oriental 
luxuries froni Acapulco upon every arrival of 
the galleoo. 

The drefs of the Indians, and Inanners of 
the country, are nearly the lame as in the 
more northern parts of the kingdom, except 
that here they have a kind of reed grating, 
inftead of walls, to their hoUfes, as a pre- 
caution againft the intemperate heat of the 
fun. I purfued my way to Rio Papagallos 
or Perroquet River, and put up at the houfe 
of a good Indian, who received me with 
much hofpitality. Next morning, as there 

re- 
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Demained toovr only twenty leagues to Aca* 
pulco^ I was reiblved to accomplifh them 
without ileepihg. I travelled ten alone ; but 
tj^e road turning in among the mountains 
which overlook Acapulco, I refted two hours 
at a little village, and took a guide for the 
cnfuing night. We had proceeded half way 
in our journey, when my guide becoming 
extremely tired, and earneftly defiring a little 
jreijHte, though his mafter was amply paid 
for his attendance the whole way to Aca- 
pulco, I was obliged to leave him on the 
road, and travel alone. Having learned that 
a BQcflenger with the galleon's laft difpatches 
from the viceroy of Mexico had paffed two 
days before, and obferving that the lofs of 
one hour knight prove fatal to my intended 
voyage, I would on no account whatever 
fabmit to delays But I was now in a nar- 
row path, intricate and much incumbered 
with large ftones, and therefore found my- 
felf under the neceffity of proceeding with 
icautjon. Befides, I was apprehenfive of 
loiing myfclf in the dark ; but having learned 
from experience that the mule always keeps 
in the beaten path, I laid the bridle on his 

neck. 
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neck, and left him entirely to his own dif- 
cretion. A little after one in the morning 
I reached the top of a very high mountain, 
where, to my infinite joy, I began to hear 
the breakers on the weftern (hore ; and gave 
thanks to that merciful Providence which 
had coudufted me in fafety to the end of a 
very painfulr and arduous journey. My de- 
Icent from the mountain prefenting me with 
a view of the wide ocean, I again fell upoa 
my knees, and adored Heaven for the en- 
chanting profpeft of the fhip and element 
below me ; a profped, the very idea of which 
had fupported my ftrength and fpirits in 
many a difficult and difmal fituation. At 
length, at fix in the morning, after travelling 
a hundred leagues fouth-lbuth-weft from 
Mexico, and eight hundred from New Or- 
leans, I arrived at the port of Acapulco, 
which the natives name Portou, or, by way 
of eminence, the Port. 

Acapulco is a miferable little town, which, 
however, is dignified with the nameof city ; 
and, being furrounded with volcanic moun- 
tains, its atmofphere is conftantly thick and 
unwholefbme. The inhabitants are few, and 

Vol. I. M almoft 
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Iflfttbft entirely Africarrs. The harbcfur is 
fafc, beatrtiful, and extenfive. Befides ks 
being the ordinary port for the Manilla g^- 
leon, it ufed to be frequented by Peruvian 
vefleh, which came hither to buy pitch -and 
tar, as well as the different cdmmodities of 
China and Europe. This trade, hotvever, 
the conapany of Lima thought »prdper, fome 
time (ince, entirely to abolifh. The inha- 
bitants arc now become totally idle, ahd 
dcftitute of every fpecies of traffic ; and hcfhce 
the fair pearls, which, with a little itidurf- 
try, might be obtained from their oWn 
coafts, as well as thofe of Galiforriia, lie 
wholly neglefted. The town ftands on a 
bay north-weft from the road, forriied by 
the curvature of the coaft, and a fmall pro- 
montory, on which is an old fort in mifera- 
ble repair. Ships may ride at anchor two 
cables length from the ftiore, and be fliel- 
tered from the ftorm by a point of land 
iituated under the fort. There is another 
little bay in the fouth-eaft quarter under a 
mountainous ftrip of land, which leparates 
and protefts the road from the open fea. 
This ilatioa is ftill faftr than the former, 

and 
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tad thencfore fit^uei^ted bf fucli vefiels as 
liave Qccafion to witttipr at Acapulca There 
•is, faefidesy 'without the ftxid, and about half 
a league £mat the towo, a creek of confi* 
ikraUc opacity, which I imagiae might 
afibnl good harbour £ar fliipping,. at leaft 
iduriag die fine (ci&a. The road of Aca- 
\pdco is aixmt diree leagues in breadch, but 
^die cncranoe to it is too wide to be fortified 
completel/. - 

Sonf<Niate, Aca^ulco, Matanchel, and San 

Joleph, lie the only p(Mts frequented by the 

l^aniards on dbis part ^ ifie South iea. 

.<Soi>ibna«e is the port of the Peruvian veiiels 

-which refiirt thither for tbe purpofe of buy- 

•jng pitch and wood; Acapulcoof the 'Ma- 

fi91a galleon, **ifi4iicAi imports all forts of In« 

diaa and X^Laeie commodities, arid returns 

iwith their value in fpecie ; Matanchel is a 

mart for -the -trade of 'California ; and San 

Jofeph is little -more than a watering-place 

'fw the Maniila ihip at her firfl arrival on 

the coaft of New Spain or California. 

During the time 1 fojourncd here we had 

"Chree ihocks of an earthquake. As it was 

my conilant pfa^lice to live in one of the 

M 2 houfes, 
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houfes, and conform myfelf to the manners 
of the Indians, I happened to be lying on the 
floor, and in a moment of drowfinefs pre- 
ceding found deep, which however is com- 
patiUe with the confcioufnefs of external 
motion, when I perceived the ground to 
tremble under me, and heard a noife like the 
rattling of a heavy carriage over the rou^ 
pavement of a narrow lane. In my reverie 
I fancied myfelf ftill at Mexico, which is 
kept in a ftateof conftant tremour by the vaft 
concourfe of coaches and otherHfcarriages ; 
but I could not account for the violent im- 
preffion they made on the walls of the houfc. 
Such was the reafbning of my clouded fa-» 
culties, when I was completely awaked by 
the fcreams of women and children, who ran 
about in the ftreets crying, pouring forth 
prayers to the Almighty, and exclaiming in 
one voice, Ave Maria ! Ave Maria Santiflima ! 
I was then no longer at a lofs to account for 
the tremulous nriotion I had felt ; and I ob- 
ferved that the noife, ftill heard at times in 
the direction of the mountains, was always 
Succeeded by a fhock, which appeared to me 
flotluDg more than the diffufion of its vibra- 

tions» 
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tions. The eruption of a volcano contained 
in the bowels of a mountain, produces, I 
prefume, a cpncuffion in the contiguous parts 
of the earth, whofe vibrations, extending to 
a greater or lefs diftance according to the 
quantity and activity of the volcanic matter, 
we denominate a (hock. 

The principal part of the galleon's cargo 
having been forwarded to Mexico, the annual 
fair of Acapulco, which happens at this fea- 
ion, was confined to the little articles of a 
few pedlars, who had been ufed to fupply 
the ofikers and clerks in the Chinefe trade 
with certain neceflaries for the voyage. We 
had three millions of piaflres on board, partly 
deftined to purchafe the galleon's next cargo, 
and partly to defray the expences of govern- 
ment in the Phillipine Ifles. In fliort, having 
feen no fewer than a hundred paflengers em- 
bark, at leaft forty of whom were monkSf I 
went on board the galleon. 



M3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Departure from the Road ff Acapulco-^-'-con^ 
fujed State of the Galleon^ and the tmtlejt 
Crew affembled on Board ber^^Anch^ragi^ 
near the IJUmd of Guam — Population rf 
this I/kmd^ts natural ProduSiom and 
Ammals — Defcriptwn if the Inhabit Mt^-m 
the Galleon quits ber Anch^i^e-rr^eMowht 
ters a violent Storm^eeks Shelter in. the 
Road of the JJland f Samar — Defcription 
«/ the Champanj an Indian Vejfel tf^a curi't 
ous StruSure. 

*¥TrE failed from the road of Acapuloo^ 

^ on our paffage to Manilla, the 2d of 
April i769> with the wind in the north* 
weft, fteering towards the S* and S. S. W* 
It is necedary to have had the mortificatioa 
of taking a pafTage in a Spaniih galleon, to 
have an idea of the horrid confufion which 
now prefented itfelf ; and yet I was affured 
our prefent condition was, in every refpeft, 
quiet and orderly, compared with the crowded 
and tumultuous plight of this veffel on her 

laft 
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laft voyage from Manilla. Though of only 
five hundred tons, (he carried, befides the 
(hip's company, convifts, monks, virompn, 
inerchants, officers, civil and military, with a 
large detachnaent of clerks. The emolu- 
ments of an officer in the fervice of the gal- 
leon, exclufive of the advantages of trade, 
are very eonfiderable ; and his place, faleable 
at the end of each voyage, is often vefted in 
aperfbn who has not the fmalleft pretenfions 
tp the character of a lailor. The pilots alone 
are entrufled with navigating the fhip, and 
have the rank of njajor in the king's fervice. 
I found it was a regulation on board, that 
each perfon fhould lay in his own water and 
ftores, and eat apart by himfelf. The cre^y 
w;ere not even proyid.ed with a common kettle, 
whilfl: fome individuals had one each for his* 
own p^irticular ufe. As each common failor 
on board the vgalleon was allowed a couple 
of ferv^nts to attend him, our domeftics 
were more numerous than their mafters, 
and being without all order and difcipline, 
gave occafijOn to intolerable uproar. Not 
having had it in my power to purchafe pro- 
vifions for my paflage at Acapulco, fome 
M 4 days 
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days after our departure I made an agree-^ 
ment, in confequenee of which I mefied 
with one of the pilots. % 

Having reached the thirteenth degree of 
latitude, we flood W. and S. W. with a faint 
breeze at £• and E. N. E. fcarcely fufficient 
to fill pur fails, but which, notwithftanding, 
being fteady, we made confiderablc way. 
In thefe regions, as at Acapulco, the horizon 
is conftantly hazy, and the heat of the at- 
mofphere clofe and oppreffive. We had 
frequent lightning during the night, accom- 
panied with loud claps of thunder. Having 
arrived at the tenth degree of northern lati- 
tude, we continued our courfe, varying be- 
tween the ninth and eleventh, and were up- 
wards of fifteen days without touching a fail. 
The wind, frefbening a little in the lame, 
quarter of the eaft, the fky became perfeftly 
ferene, and the rate of our going was accele- 
rated, with the fineft weather, and the moft 
beautiful fea in the world. 

On the 1 5th of May we obferved flying- 
fiflies, with wings of a reddifh colour, where- 
as the wings of fuch as I had hitherto met 
with were of a duflcy white. On the 20th 

wa 
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we faw feveral kinds of fea-fowls ; and from 
the 20th to the 30th we were admonifhed 
by thunder, lightning, and flocks of fmall 
birds, to be on our guard againft certain 
rocks and fand-banks fituated about four 
hundred leagues eaft of the Marian, orl^a- 
drone iflands. - ^ 

Standing for fome days between the twelfth 
and thirteenth degree, on the 9th of June, 
with the wind always E. and E. N. E. we 
difcovered mountains in the E. N. E. of the 
ifland Guam. This is the only one of the 
Marian ifles on which the Spaniards have ^ 
(ettlement ; and their new governor being in 
the galleon, we came to anchor the following 
day, fouth of the ifland, in thirty fathoms 
water. We lay at the dlfl:ance of a cannon- 
(hot from land, oppofite to a fmall fort, and 
a village of Indians. This fort is only three 
leagues from the principal town, which is 
the ordinary refidence of the governor, as 
well as of the greater part of the inhabi- 
tants. It is of fome extent, and fl:ands on 
the border of a little river, at the mouth of 
which is a road for fhipping, tolerably fafe 
fjuring the fummer months. The place, 

however. 
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however, where we dropped ai^chor, belj[^ 
proteifted from the norths weft wiq^s, wbicli, 
^s the rains had begun to fall, were now prei 
valent, we deemed ftill mor? fecijre. In the 
E, and N. E. we faw a little ifland co^ 
veicd with cocoa-trees, and feparatcd frorx) 
tibc ti\ain land by a large fhoal of a whiti(h 
Colour. It had been ufual to fend a veflel 
from Manilla to this ifland onee in two qx 
three years ; but owing to fome accident it 
was now eight fmce the inhabitants had feea 
a ftranger on (hore. 

The natives of Guam are tall and well 
made ; and, as far as one is warranted to 
judge from the exprefllon of the face, aire of 
an open and generous ehara(9:er. It was 
here I firft met with the cuftom of chewing 
betel, which is the leaf of a (hrub of the fame 
name. This leaf, when fmeared over with 
flaked lime, and wrapped round a parcel of 
a fpecies of nutmeg obtained from a tree 
named areca^ is put in the mouth, and after 
being chewed for fome time produces an ir- 
ritation on the palate, and a reddifli faliya. 
Ij^prds the Lxdian a very fenfible degree 
Hfc»fuJJC ; and the ufe of it to many in 
^' I thofe 
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jrtiofe regions becomes equally neceflary as 
fnufFto an European. The coarfe and feri- 
fual among the people mix it up with to- 
bacco, opium, and other rank drugs : but in 
the mouth of the Indian . this compofitioa 
exhales a very grateful odour, .which he has 
pnuch fatisfafition in imparting to his compa- 
nions ; and when a woman chufes to favour 
her admirer with a portion of her mafticated 
betel, he receives it as a pledge of peculiar 
complacency and friendship. For my part, 
befides its extreme heat and pungency on 
the palate, and the difgufting efFeft of per- 
petually fpitting a kind of reddifli vifcous 
matter, it never gave me the fmalleft plea<>. 
fure, nor do I believe I (hould ever be aWe 
to acquire the habit of ufing it. We met 
here with an excellent kind of brandy, ma^ 
nufaftured from the fermented juice of the 
cocoa-tree. I remember to have feen brandy 
equally good in New Spain, made from the 
juice of a fpecies of aloes, whofe fibres are 
ftrong and ufeful to the natives for the pur- 
pofe of thread. 

The natives of the PhilHppine Ifles pre- 
tend^ that the inhabitants of Guam, and the 

other 
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Other Marian Iflands, are originally defcended 
in colonies from them ; an opinion which I 
think by no means improbable. The Indi- 
ans on this ifland may be computed at about 
ten thoufand, and are diftributed into feven 
or eight villages. The foil is extremely fer- 
tile, producing. rice, Indian corn, and vege- 
tables in abundance. There are fome cows, 
plenty of poultry, and many different kinds 
of fruit. The only fpecies, however, of this 
kft, which I was not acquainted with before, 
IS in this country named rlma^ or the fruit 
of the bread-tree. The bread-fruit is be- 
tween five and fix inches in diameter, has a 
rough Ikin like the coarfefl fhagreen, and 
confifts internally of a yellowifh fubftance, 
which the Indians prepare for their ufe by 
boiling, and afterwards roafling on the em^ 
bers. The bread^tree, the cocoa, and fig- 
bannan, are common in the woods of Guam ; 
and the face of the country prefents num- 
berlefs beautifully diverfified landfcapes, 
cotififting of lawns, high woody hills, and 
vallies in excellent cultivation. The prin- 

\ * At TmiaD, near Guam, Anfon and his crew lived 
^eral weeks o^ the fruit of the rima«— Se^ his Voyages. 

* cipal 



BY SEA AND LAND. "T73 

cipal town, at the diftance of four leagues irt 
the country, is fituated on the north-weft 
of the ifland, on the border of a confide- 
rable river, at the mouth of which (hips may 
anchor, but the road is by no means one of 
the beft. 

Having taken in frelh water ahd provi- 
fions, and received the late governor on 
board ; we again put to fea on the 1 5th of 
June, and as it was now the feafon of the pe*- 
riodical rains, we quitted Guam with little 
regret. We ftood weft and a quarter north- 
weft, with a gently breeze from the eaft, but 
on the 25th the wind changed to the north, 
accompanied with frequent calms. We had 
hitherto enjoyed an excellent paflage, and 
were now only an hundred leagues from the 
Phillippine Ifles ; but here the Iky became 
fuddenly overcaft, and the weather rough 
and tempeftuous. On the 30th the wind 
blew with increafing violence, the fqualls 
became more frequent, and the atmofphere 
appeared every where loaded with black 
lowering clouds. Early on the 8th of July 
the wind fhifted to the fouth, and for the 
fpace of feven days blew a furious ftorm, in 

the 
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the courfe of which we loft a part of our 
rudder, and fuffered iii other re(pe£l:s confi- 
derable damage. On other occafions, I have 
been cxpofed to winds of equal violence, but 
in my experience as a feaman I never faw 
them convulfe the elements in the fame fiab- 
limely great and awful manner. On the 
a7th the ftorm abated, and the ^weather 
clearing up, we found we had been carried 
greatly to the northward of our courfe. 
Having regulated our courfe in the beft man- 
ner we could, confidering the ftate of die 
atmofphere, on the 24th 4ve difcovered land, 
which we took for the ifland Samar, 
where it borders on the ftreights of San Ju- 
annico. It was now a month iince we had 
been able to take an obfervation of the fun ; 
and we perceived we were coniiderably to 
the Ibuth of Cape Spiritu Santo, after which 
we intended to have direded our courfe. 
Upon our approaching land we had at one 
i m 4ead calm, at another a perfed ftorm^ 
eat meanwhile hurrying us rapidly 
jfiratlKfiHith-weft. llie weather 
ipia violently tempeftuous, we 
llDfimdoattDtba^ and.coateiid 

with 
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\<rh:h a {econd ftorm ; which, howiever^ lafted 
only five days, and was in no refpeft to be 
compared with the former. Having at 
length come in view of Cape Spiritu Santo, 
we made towards the fliore : and as the 
boifterous tveft winds now prevailed, and we 
tvere ftill a hundred leagues from Manilla, 
aCrofs a dangerous Archipelago, it was 
ihought unadviffeahle to attempt this naviga- 
tibh To late in the feafbn. It was therefore 
Ye^fdlved to put in and 'winter on the iflanfl 
Safnar; "and accordingly, on the ift df 
Auguft, having eiitered a fpacious road 
Tofrrteil by three iflands at the mouth of a 
nv6r which is named Palapa, from an adja- 
cStlt village, we came to an anchor in feven 
^faihoms water. 

^he landing-place at Cape Spiritu Santo, 

is ^o be diftinguifhed by means of a high 

'flat-topped tnountair^ which appears in the 

weft oj^it, and is named Menfa^ tv the Table 

df^Pdlapa. Here the land recedes from the 

'eye towards the place where we moored, 

which is about fix leagues weft from the 

'cape. As the ftiip approaches the ftiore, 

the pilot may obferve a clufter of little hills 

in 
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in the (hdpe of fugar- loaves on the main h 

and clofc to the ifland Q^iprau, thel: 

caftward of the three above-mentioned. 

The ifland Cagayagan is fituated to the w 

and that of Lawan to the fouth of it, 

confequently nearer the main land. , Betvs; 

Qiiiprau and the (hore is the north-i 

mouth of the Palapa, which is indeed 

wideft ; but, befides being deficient in de 

of water, it is much embarrafled with m 

dangerous rocks. It is therefore advifa 

to go on, keeping the land at the diftano 

three leagues ; and as (bon as you have pai 

the ifland Quiprau, the proper entrance 

the road opens to view. Two promin 

points, however, extending from tl 

illmds in funk rocks and iand-banks ab 

a league into the fea, which may be f 

fn)m the maft*s head, fometimes of a lig 

and fometimes of a dark colour, rcndej 

neceflary (• ftretch a little more to the nor 

caA. Steering fouth-fbuth-eaft, you \ 

pnjfently enter between the two iflan 

[hea keep the cape immediately over 

little uninhabited ifland, which is u 

OS a buryiag^^grouud by the Indians. H 



BY SEA AND JLAND. 177 

the fhip enters a noble road, four leagues la 
length and two in breadth ;- but if it is her 
purpofe to winter at Samar, (he ought to 
proceed to the foutli-eaft mouth of Pa|ppa, 
where (he will lie in equal fecurity as in any 
harbour in the world. The watering place 
is (buth from the entrance, and upon the 
i(laud La wan, the only one of the three that 
is inhabited. 

The firft refre(hments we received from 
this iHand we might be properly (aid to de- 
y;our ; for as (bon as it began to blow wc 
Vere reduced to the (hort allowance of five 
9UQces of bifcuit, and a fmall portion of 
raia-twater, which was corrupted by the 
waves breaking over the (hip and mixing 
^itjbi our ftorcs during the ftorm. As we. 
were entirely uncertain, in cafe we (hould 
tai(s the road of Palapa, of the duration of 
our paflage, the galleon's company found it 
(iheir intereft as well as duty to acquie(ce in 
this diminution of their fuhfiftence. Kut 
this country, (b abundant in every good 
tl)\ug, foon efiaced the remembrance of all 
tho(e dangers and hard(hips from which we 
had juft e(caped. The galleou was now 
. YoLy In N furrounded 
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furrounded with numberlefs canoes, mingled 
with little veffels nanied champan, which 
contained a plentiful fupply of provifions 
from'Samar. 

The champan is a veffel in ufe among 
thefe Indians, as well as the inhabitants of 
the whole coaft which borders on the Chi-- 
nefe gulph, I mean from China to the king- 
dom of Malacca, and from Sumatra to the 
iflands of Japan. It is (hort, broad, and 
very high, having one maft towards the 
head, and another towards the ftern. The 
rudder made hollow, to prevent its being 
heavy and unwieldy, has more furface than: 
that of a hundred and twenty gun fhip. 
Little cots of bamboo appear in three divi- 
fions on deck, but difpofed in fuch a manner 
as to leave a clear fpace before each maft. 
Thefc veffels, however, the largeft of which 
had three liiafts, and was made to carry 
five hundred tons, are much better failors 
than an European would be apt to imagine. 
The natives of thefe iflands are ftill ftrangers 
to the uie of flags, * and content themfelves 
with a fort of ftreamer at the top of the 
main-maft. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 

The Author embarks in an Indian Canoe for 
, Manilla — is driven to the beach of a barren 
I/land to feek Shelter from a Storm— the 
Drefs and Armour of the native Indians 
defcribed—^they exhibit a Sham Fight — he 
meets with a hofpitable Reception from 
them— Arrival at Lawan — Defcription of 
ihis Village J from whence the Author pro^ 
ceeds to Catarman. 

TTTE were now riding lafely at anchor m 
^^ the mouth of the Palapa ; and I be- 
gan to tliink of proceeding by the mofl: expe- 
ditious oceans in njy power direftly to Manilla. 
Had I been able to accomplifli my firft idea, 
I.fliould have been obliged to travel thither 
qhiefly by land* Upon inquiry I found that 
the weftern point of Samar is feparated from 
the eaft coaft of Luconia only by a ilrait 
of five leagues ; and there being among the 
qanoes which firft joined the galleon, one be- 
longing to the natives of a little ifland in the 
vicinity of this ftrait, I propofed to avail 
N ^ myfelf 
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my felf of their contiguity to Luconia ; ac( 
accordingly, having obtained leave to ac- 
company them on their return, I embarkec| 
on board their canoe. This little bark wits 
of a homely conftrucHon, and by fer too low 
in the timbers for the open fea. A fpli^ 
bamboo, whofe two limbs united aboy^ 
funk into a plank of wood faftened to the; 
boat, ferved for tnafts and flirouds. The fai| 
was a Iheet of leaves coarfcly fewed toge- 
ther ; and the rigging had been made wholly 
from the bark of trees. A rude branch 
having two wooden claws, and in j(bme de- 
gree fhaped like our own, was id lien o£«a 
anchor. The cables confifted of different 
flioots of the routati plant laid together, and 
bound or hooped, not bruifed and twifted 
like thofe ufed by the Chinefe. A hand- 
fpike, with a piece of board fixed to its enfl, 
performed the office of an oar. Four large 
"bamboos, difpofed in the form of a pifture- 
frame, and placed acrols the canoe, were in- 
'tended to regulate her motion ; and amafiy 
'iloiie in. each extremity of the hull ferved 
^>ibr -balkft. But ftill this very fimple piece 
^<tf mechaaifm tended to the fame purpofe 
?- ' . . as 



i& that of the moft iroprfov^l tianrport 
in Europe. 

Haying put ofF from the plleoil, I bp^^|l 
to reflet on my (ituation ; and was extreme*- 
iy at a Id!^ whether J had jnpft reafpft to ^r 
mire or dread the rude uiduftry of my com- 
panions; J got rid of my difqiiietude as 
iooii as pofBHe, and at lafl: became charme4 
with the novdty of the obje^fts aroynd me» 
Wc had reached the open fea, and were rowr 
ing weiiward upoja a point of land about 
the di&ance of two leagues, when we were 
iUl of a fudden overtaken by a ^orm : hap? 
jpily it was of ihort conticuiance, but it ended 
in an abundant &11 of rain, which in a few 
Inoments had zlthoG: filled the canoe. We 
i»led her With all poilibLp expedition ; and 
Scaped without fuiFcring any other hard- 
fliq)> than that of being drenched to the 
Ikin ; meanwhile our little bark went fwift- 
ly tbrou^ the waves, and it was not long 
>i)efoFe we arrived at our intended haven. 

Here we joined a number of canoes, and 

l;i<:rowd pf Indians on the beach, who, like 

ourielves, had been glad to make the bed 

J0f their way from the violence of the gale. 

N 3 Some 
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vigcs, joined to my total ignorance of tfiei^r 
language, fufpended in fome degree t!!re 
ufual exercife of my faculties. I now iwaked 
as from a dream, and alked myfelf the mean- 
ing of thofe cnthufiaftic expreffions of joy. 
Are they the wanton efFufions of cruel aftd 
barbarous difpofitions ? or are they mcrdljjr 
the idle and hitefmperate blufter of levky 
and courage ? I flattered myfelf I had bectt 
able to diftinguifli the peculiar fymptoiii^ 
of the latter, and began to be under lefs cont- 
cern for my perfonai fafety. Still, howevir» 
I could not help recolledling the jealoufy I 
had feen entertained c>f them by the gallc- 
oh's company ; a jealoufy which prevented 
their being admitted on board, except ia 
very fmall numbers, and which I found to 
originate in their fuppofed alliance with the 
wild Mahometans and favage Indians of the 
Phillippine Archipelago. Hitherto they had 
not deigned to take the fmalleft notice of 
tttCy and therefore I becatae afraid, left they 
{bould be ftill in a barbarous and wandering 
ftdtc of fevage life, and enemies to the Spa- 
a]^,'!aod that all 1 had yet feen was only 
jj[<fiiltide to a humau faciij&ce. 

I ' By 



6y UnA hfe, they \tere joiaed by others 
in left felKraerdiiWw-y Jlpparel, who, after fur- 
Vcyihg toe from head to foot, preferred mc 
^ith a di(h of rice. My mind was ftill in 
a ft«e of agitation, but in my prefent fitua- 
tion I had to6 much occafion for a friend, 
itot to tAfe What was offered me with every 
poffibJe ^xpreffion of gratitude. 

This rice wafe dreflfed in a piece of bam* 
fc66, 'fSerced in the manner of a ikre, 
tvhich, bfeing covered with a lid, is inclofed 
in Jinothiefr of a larger fize, and containing a 
terrain quatitity of water* The outer veflel 
being imde clcfe iti Kke manner, the whole 
is piaced ov-et* a flow fire ; and as the water 
is abfbrbed by the rice in the aftion of boit* 
irtjg, fo the *fui*jface of the bamboo, which is 
iipplifed to the fire, is prevented from being 
tonfumfed'by'the humidity it imbibes from 
within. Whenever they have occafion for 
a 'fire, it is obtained by the fimple method of 
rubbing two pieces of bamboo againA one 
another. ^ 

The ftorm abated, and we again em- 
tttVk'ed in our canoe, quitting a barren 
^dd^ my ihort abode on which made fuch 

an 
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an itnpreflioa on nny mind, that at this 
moment it occurs to my recoUeftion like a 
fairy tale. We proceeded weftward, through 
a channel formed by this and another ifland 
nearer the main land ; but though I faw 
many canoes pailing and repaffing between 
the galleon and the adjacent iflands, I 
could not perceive a (ingle hut, nor the 
fmalleft veftige of cultivation. Having paf- 
fed a flrait lying between two points of theie 
iflands, we entered the main fea, and coaft* 
ed weftward. We were deterred from ven- 
turing to any confiderable diftance from 
land, by reafon of the fmall fize and frail, 
condition of our canoe ; and this confidera* 
tion inducing us to keep near the breakers, 
we were at times in danger of being overfet 
by the waves. We rowed round a fharp 
point of land, and faw through the trees, a 
village named Lawan, which, with a church 
and convent, is protected by a little fort erec- 
ted on an eminence near the fhore. The 
huts of the Indians were fcattered over a 
neighbouring wood, which, from an ex- 
treme luxuriance of foil, was become thick 
and difficult of accefs. Thefe Indian habi- 
tations. 
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rations I could compare to nothing with 
equal propriety as to fo many bird cages ? 
which being either fquare and grated with 
the bamboo, or oblong and open to the day, 
were perched upon ftakes ; and, owing to 
the motion of the people within, in a con- 
ftant ftate of vacillation, which produced to 
the eye of a fpeftator the ufual efFe<9:s of 
birds in a cage. . 

At landing I went to pay my refpefls to 
the parifli prieft, who was a jefuit, as indeed 
at that time were all the ecclefiaftics of thefe 
iflands. He received me with fome civility, 
and here I ate, for the firft time, the eggs 
of a bird named taborij which are^s large as 
thofe of a goofe, though laid by an animal 
no bigger than a turtle-dove. When the fe* ^ 
male tabon is about to lay, (he makes a deep 
winding hole in the fand, and having depo- 
iited her egg, inftantly fills it up, and 
fmooths over the furface as before. In due 
time the heat of the fun having hatched the 
eggs, the chicks begin to fcratch their way 
towards the light ; but as it often happens 
that in this effort they fcratch either down- 
ward 
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trard dr horizoocaUj, xhty are fofibcated id 
numbers in the land. 

Departing from Lawan at fun-^fet, in order 
to enjoy the cakn of the crenmg, we rowed 
iUll wefhvard along the ihore,^ diredingiour 
courfe to Catannan« My Indians were ex- 
cellent rowers, and the canoe making good 
Ivay, we proceeded twelve leagues beforfe the 
dawn of the morning. I was, however, by 
no^neans at eafe with refpedt to my compa- 
nbhs ; £3r though a Granger to their Idn-^ 
guagCj I could eafily perceive that th^ 
QOil^iatiou often h^ a reference to me i 
an4 at one time, under the colour of their 
ufiial figns and geftures, preffing upon me 
with rude femiliarky^ they feemed, as I ap- 
|nehendcd, to have a defign upon my poc- 
kets, it is poflibk, however, that in the 
then feveriih &tssc jof my mind I may have 
inifinteipreced their dcfigns ; although they 
iftifl mffpcdx to me a tittle more than equivo- 
ib.f jferfi»^ec«bg ini my purpofe of felling 
lihemily vcficl wiuch goes from Manilla 
fikm haffaour of Canton during thd ieafon^^ 
m pceparetd 120 meet with patience and 
lancy every fpecies of danger. Soon af- 
ter 



ter my arrival at Catarman, I learned that ij:^ 
the courfe of the night we had made a provi- 
dential efcape; for near certain rocks, and at 
the precife hour we muft have pafled them, 
the Mahometan pirates had taken and pil- 
laged three canoes, apd carried their crews 
into captivity. This new? was reported by 
a few of the hands, who, favoured by thof 
pbfcurity of the night, had beep able to make 
their efcape by fwimming. I was befides 
informed, that the Indians by whom I wa^ 
accompanied were natives of Capul^ an ifland 
which for a long time* without either prieft 
or governor, had renounced every kind -pf 
iotercourfe with Europeans. It was added, 
^at thefe iflanders not only afibrd an a'fylum 
to Mahometans, but even affift fhem in 
committing depredations on their neigh- 
bours; and hence I conjjeftured that the 
enemy's having obferved and recognized 
their companions, might be the true rjcafon 
that we had not (hared the unhappy fate of 
the other canoes. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

^he Author is ho/pit ably entertained at Catarr 
man — the Coajl is infejled by Moorijh Pi- 
rates — Return to Samar — Defcr'tption of 
this JJland — harjh and defpotic Government 
cj the Jefuit MiJJionaries. 

A T Catarman I was lodged in the houfe 
-^^ of an ecclefiaftic^ who was of the 
fame order with the former ; and though 1 
cannot fay the reception I met with was un- 
civil, yet it was accompanied with a dif- 
agreeable flatelinefs of manner. He was 
bufily employed in giving audience to his 
people, in fettling their differences, and in 
prefcribing rules and regulations for the 
good order of his flock. Towards evening 
a boy, who appeared to be a domeftic, re- 
■quefled that I would pafs into an adjacent 
room, and repofe myfelf on the fofa. I 
obeyed, and followed him ; but wc had no 
fbcmer entered the apartment, than he took 
|iis leave, and locked the door behind him. 
,- . ,- I pre- 
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I prefently heard much noife and buftle 6£ 
company in the parlour I had juft quitted, 
and above all the voice of my friend the je- 
fuit ; he having made an harangue, obliged 
certain perfons to make ah apology to 
others, who, from the tremulous tone of 
their voices, feemed to have attained the in- 
firmities of old age. His addrefs became 
ftill more animated, while his queftions ge- 
nerally termiiigted in the word mangateaUj 
which, in the language of the natives, figni- 
fies thing. The ceremony ended in a fevere 
caftigation, the report of which was fuffici- 
ently audible. The idea of the inquifition 
inftantly prefented itfelf to my mind, and I 
remained not a little confounded. At fup- 
per, however, in rendering fome account of 
his judicial funftions, he gave me an oppor- 
tunity of iriquiring whether the difcipline he 
inflided on his flock regarded matters of re- 
ligion, or merely their temporal concerns. 
He aflured me, and from, the apparent can- 
dour of his charafter I am not inclined to 
queftion his lincerity, that it was nothing 
more than the exercife of civil police,, and 

had 
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had no concern whatever wi^i the objeds of 
their belieff 

Catarman ia the language of Saq^^r iigni* 
£e$ cape or promontory ; and this place 
being only fourteen leagues frpin Palapa^ 
there ilill remained eight pr ten to Ij^cor 
nia. It was now my eamefl d^re to fail 
diredly to this ifland, but %)xc ^l:a^s^ qf%9f^ 
Bernardino, which I w^s ^ecefiarily to pafs, 
being infefled by cruifers belonging to the 
Mahometans and Indian? of Mindan^, 
H0I09 Borneo, Paragoa, and other places 
fituated between the Phillippjne a^d ^- 
lucca ifles, no perfon was to be found Wiho 
would undertake to be fny conduftor. 
Here I difmifled my Indians of Capul, fpr 
after the accounts I had julEl received of 
their countrymen, I would not venture to 
troft ipnyfelf longer in their hands. The 
veiy name of the Mahometans who infeft 
4heKX>aAs of the Biflayan, as well as of thofe 
of 'the jLuconian ifles, feen;is to infpire the 
CSftCiMlio Indians with extreme terror. 
' toMQ diQ'pifates have the infolence to ap- 
Jite 4l)ore \ and Jrex^uently carry off the 
jtints of Luconia from under the very 

walls 
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walls of Manilla without opposition. But 
befides the imminent danger of falling into 
the hands of the ferocious Muffelmen, I re- 
ceived many accounts, probably exagge- 
rated, of, the extreme difficulty of travelling 
by land from San Bernardino to the city of 
Manilla. This was reprefented as a journey 
of One hundred and fifty leagues, through a 
country which, in the prefent feafon of the 
year, would fcarcely be attempted by a na- 
tive, who is commonly little fcrupulous of 
f)urfuing his way up to the girdle in mire. 
It was alledged, as an additional aggrava- 
tion, that in the whole of that country not 
a fingle beaft is to be found for the purpofc 
of the faddle, except buffaloes, and they only 
in very few places. But on the other hand, 
if I were to wait the failing of the galleon 
in the end of winter, I Ihould renounce all 
hopes of going in the only vefliel which fails 
from Manilla to Canton in the courfe of the 
feafon. Such were the reflexions which 
engaged my mind, when the fentinels Ra- 
tioned on the cape, as well as the adjacent 
heights, gave notice by their bell-drums that 
the Moorifh canoes were in view. The 
Vol J, O bell^ 
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which might confift of a hundred houfcs, 
was completely filled by the paflengers, I 
was fortunate enough, however, to find to- 
lerable accommodation, and was enabled to 
pafs my time on this ifland in'a manner 
much to my liking. J^alapa is fituated on a 
river, as already mentioned, of the fame 
name, at the diftance of two leagues from 
the fea ; and the fight of the galleon having 
attradted the Indians of ^Catarman, Lawan, 
Catuby, Ubi, and other villages to the ex- 
tent of fifteen leagues, it was feai at prefent 
to great advantage. 

On the fouthern fhore, oppofite to thfc 
ifle of LeytCj ftands the capital of the ifland, 
named Cabalonguaj which is the refidende 
of the governor, commonly the only lay 
Spaniard in Samar. I met with nothing 
particular in the produftions of Cabalongua, 
Ci^pept a fpeciesof St. Ignatius's bean, called 
in the language of the natives, pepitas de Ca- 
balongua. The houfes of the inhabitants 
are conftrufted of the bamboo, and thatched 
with the leaves of the «//^, a fhrubas com- 
mon as it is ufeful in thofe parts. The 
leaves, being doubled and fewed to a fmall 
O 2 reed, 
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reed, are difpofed on the roof in imitation of 
Europe^ flating. The body of the build- 
ing is raifcd to fome height above the ground, 
and reds on ^a floor of fplit bamboos, the 
arrangement of which is fb contrived as to 
have the appearance of a clofe grating. 
One objed of this fleor is to pernait a circu- 
lation of air, as well as the efcape of vapojirs 
exhaled from the foil ; circutpftances qf 
great benefit to the health of the inhabir 
tants. 

From the arrival to the failing of the 
galleon my time was chiefly fpsnt at Ca? 
tarman. La wan, or Palapa, which, like all 
the other villages in thofe iflands, have each 
a little fortrefs, including the church, in or- 
der that upon the fir ft appearar^ce pf the 
Moors, the inhabitants, with their jmoft va? 
luable effeds, may refort thither for fafety. 

The natives, efpeciaily fuch as refide on 
the fea coaft, were formerly Mahometans ; 
but the miflionary Jefuits having converted 
theni to the religion and allegiance of Spain, 
»ow cxercife over them an authority almoft 
.unlimited. For the moft trivial offences, 
jjn&utSy children^ men, women, old ai^d 
:: . young. 
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young, without diftindion of rank, age, or 
fex, are fubjeded to the; difcipline of the 
%i'hip ; and the afceridency acquired by the 
clergy over the minds of the people in. their 
rcfpedive pariflies is fuch, that the Indian, 
after receiving his punifliment v^ith humble 
fubmiffion, thanks the Jefuit for his good 
offices, and departs fully fatisfied of the ne- 
ceffity of a baftinado, which nothing but a 
zeal for his welfare could have induced the 
prieft to inflid. The cenfure of the cb urch 
is in general attended with real penitence 
on the part of the offender ; who, as I was 
aiTured, is rarely known to relaple into the 
iame.fault. Punifhment is always executed 
in public ; and every one being aware that 
from human frailty be is equally liable to dif- 
cipline, flagellation (lamps no difgrace on the 
charader of the delinquent. The Jefuits 
are at great pains to inftruft the people in 
matters of religion ; and hence, befides the 
ordinary feflivals of the church, two days 
of the week are fet apart for divine fervice, 
in which the Indian celebrates the praifes of 
hi? Creator with fuch melody, uiidlion, and 
ingenuous fimplicity, as beftow real fubli- 
O 3 miry 
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mity on the exercifcs o£ his devotion. I 
was prefent at the parochial feafl, which 
was obferved with much apparent piety by 
the Indians, though, in a manner consonant. 
to the genius of the Spaniards. Li the 
morning the banners of the Virgin, St. Igr- 
natius, and St. Francis, were difplayed from 
the baftions of the caftle, and faluted at the 
rifing and fetting of the fun by a difcharge 
of artillery. On this occadon it had beca 
formerly, cuftomary to give, the Indians a 
ball in the church, but this religious dance 
having been found to terminate fbmetimes 
in irregularities, it was. now abolifhed.— ^ 
I return to the charafter of the parochial 
clergy. 

The Jcfuit, by means of confeflion, has 

accefs to the mofl: fecret thoughts of 

the Indian, who, in the fimplicity of his 

heart, fubmits, not only his offences, but 

every thing that is either the objeft of his 

hope OP fear, to the car of his paftor. Ad* 

ykt* jand admonition on the part of the 

ti'O)^. always accompanied with forae 

praftnt,.cpn{]fting of wine, medicine, 

^- or animal food ; and thus, by tnin<- 

' X gling 
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gllng kindnefs with* feverity, and rewards 
with punifliment, tlie natives are gradually 
reclairtied from their ignorance andfmifcon- 
duft. Like good children^ f hey learn to re- 
g;ard the miffionary as one fen t from Hea- 
ven to;c6ndu£t them, by ttie paths pf peace 
and innocence, to temporal as well as eter- 
nal happinefs. He acquires in their mind's 
all the rights and' confequence of an earthly 
parent, whom nature authorizes to eftabliffi 
the principles of virtue and good order ii^ 
his family. Hence, in fituations of com- 
mon dangfer, ht is their leader by fea and 
land ; and, on account of his fuperior wif- 
dbm and courage, is looked up to as a ftrqng 
tower againft the invafion and inroads of 
the Mahometans. It is the prerogative of 
eabh miffionary in his own parifh to ifiue 
orders for building or repairing the fort, for 
providing it with cannon aad ammunition, 
and for theconftrudion of war-canoes, which 
he frequently 'commands in perfon. He 
appoints all fubordiaate officers, prefides Over 
the difcipline of the militia, regulates the 
number of guards, and eveii dire£l*s the fen- 
tinel to his proper poft. Laftly, the clergy 
O 4 of 
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of Samar are the friends as well as the pai^ 
tors, the temporal as well as the ipiritual 
leaders of their flock ; and among them I 
was unable to difcover either, the imperious 
bigot, or the low Levite who earns the emo- 
luments of his profeffion by a ftudied ac- 
commodation of his life to the tafle and 
humour of his fuperiors. 

I am no friend to the exorbitant power 
of the church ; but whatever be the ulti- 
mate views of monjftic policy, good per- 
haps, in fome relpefts, and bad in others, 
I muft fay, that on this ifland it feems to 
have ia happy influence on the real interefts 
of the people. The maxims the jefuits ob- 
ferve in their conduft here, feem, ia matters 
both of a civil and fpiritual nature, much to 
jrefemble thofe exercifed by their brethren 
in the miffions of Paraguay ; though the 
produd of the people's induftry being per- 
xnitted to remain in their own hands, and at 
their own dlfpofal, is a circumftance much 
to the credit of the former. I cannot con- 
clude my encomium on thefe men, without 
obferving, that in a fituation where the ex- 
treme attachment of the natives to their paf- 

' tors 
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tors might with little encouragement have 
given occafion to all the evils of violence 
and infurre£lion, I faw them meet the edi£t 
for the abolition of their order with the de- 
ference due to civil authority, but at the 
fame time with a ftrength and firmnefs of 
mind, truly manly and heroic. There now 
only reo^ain in the dominions of Spain the 
jefuits of the Marian ifles, whom we had 
no authority to moleft ; and in America, 
thofe of Cialifornia, whom the natives, un- 
der different pretences, had hitherto con- 
trived to retain in the cotintry. As to {ucK 
as were formerly fcattered over the other 
parts of New Spain, they had long fii;ic« 
taken their paffage for Europe. 
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CHAP. xxn. 

* ProduSlions and natural Hi/lory of Samar^ 
and the other PhilUplne IJlands — various 
Particulars refpeSling the Inhabitants. 

TN this ifland the foil is extretpely fertile, 
eafily ciiltivatied, and rewards the in- 
duftry of the hufbandman at leaft forty fold. 
Befides other g^^ain, the Indians fbw a confi- 
d^rable quantity of rice, which is wholly 
intended for the ufe of the parochial cldrgy, 
the fettlement pf Manilla, and the governor 
of the province. The common food of the 
natives confifts chiefly in a fpecies of potatoe, 
yams, and a root named gaby. Agreeably 
to the example of the Indians, I lived entirely 
on roots, whofe faccharine tafte is more plea- 
fant than the uniform infipidity of boiled 
rice. At firft they feemed heavy and flatu- 
lent, but foon became familiar to my fto- 
mach ; and I was convinced in the end that 
they are more nutritive to the body, as well 
as more relifliing to the tafte. I had likewife 
for my confumption a good deal of pork, 

which 
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which is fmallcr, and runs more in fila* 
ments than our*s. Thisflelh, though black, 
andconfifting of ftrong fibres, like thofeof the 
ox, is mucb fweeter, and by no means diffi- 
cult of digeftion. The Indian has a furpri- 
fing dexterity at difcovering the tabon*s peft, 
and is fometimes fb lucky as to light upon 
no fewer than forty in one hoard ; but from 
the (hort experience I had of this aliment, 
I thought it heavy and indigeftible. From 
the iap of the cocoa, nipe, and cabonegro- 
trees^, they obtain the materials for an ex- 
cellent fpecies of brandy. The laft of thefe 
owes its name to the black colour of its 
fibres, which are manufafhired by the na-* 
tives mto cables, and different kinds of 
<:ordage. Another article of Indian food is 
thefubftanccof the cocoa-nut, which is eaten 
in the firft ftage of congelation ; for after it 
becomes folid, and acquires, in fome degree, 
the tafte of a frefli almond, it ceaies to be 
equally digeftible. 

The only inftrument ufed by the Indian, 
either for the purpofes of war orinduftry, is 
a couteau-de-chajfej named, as is above men- 
tioned, cris, or campilan*; an inftrumenr 

which, 



104 TRAVELS ROUND^ THE WORLD, 

which, after ferving him againft the enemjr^ 
enables him to cut down the largeft tree of 
the wood, to be formed into a canoe, or fplit 
into deals for more ordinary ufes. When 
the campilan has been fo much worn as to be 
of little farther fervice, it is ftill employed 
by the women to grub up a light foil, in 
which they plant yams, potatoes, and other 
roots. In the fpace of two months thefe are 
^ug up in a ftate of maturity, and of a won- 
derful fize, kifbmuch that within the com- 
pafsof eighty yards the Indian finds his annual 
(iipply of thefe articles for the maintenance. 
of a numerous family. 

Sugar-canes, cabbages, garlic, onions, me- 
lons, Chinefe-oranges, lemons, vegetables,r 
and, though in fmall quantity, feveral other 
kinds of fruit, little known in Europe, are 
cultivated on this ifland. It abounds in. 
6gs> of which I reckoned no fewer tharv 
thirteen or fourteen different fpecies, with a 
great variety of perfumes. The natives are 
inftrufted to give particular attention to the 
culture of the cocoa-tree, which grows here 
to an uncommon fize. Their woods produce 
the pamplemous^ a fpecies of orange nearly 

five 
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five inches in diameter, pepper, honey, and 
wax. Indeed, all thefc iflands are eml^ 
nently diftinguifhed by the labours of the 
bee; and hence, I have fcldom made an 
excurfion into the woods without meeting 
with jaumbers of bee-hives, fufpended ja 
the forrn of oblong gourds from the branches 
of trees. 

The bounty of Nature to Samar is no lefs 
vij[ible in the variety and excellence of its 
game. The woods fwarm with birds of 
ajmoft every defcription, particularly the 
comrpon fowl, which is diftinguiflicd, howi- 
ever, frpm our's by the Ihortened propor- 
tions of her body and legs. The colour of 
the hen is grey, with feathers fpotted like a 
partridge. There are three different fpecics 
of turtle-dove; the firft grey, and as large as 
a pullet ; the fecond feems, however, ^o be 
only a dwarfifh breed of the firft ; the third 
is green, and when prepared for the table 
affords a delicious food. I met with a bird, 
peculiar, I believe, to thefe iflands, named 
icalao, as large as a goofe, and agreeable to 
the tafte, but extremely (hy and difficvlt of 
approach. He frequents low fenny- { imdi. 
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perches on the talicfl trees, and flits through 
the air with lingular rapidity. This bird 
tasty be diflingui(hed by a large red oblong 
crown, which fcems to be of the fame fub- 
fiance with, and indeed only a continuation 
of his bill. This ornament, added to his (ize, 
gives him a majeftic air. The feathers are 
black, mixed with a duiky red. I had the 
good fortune to obtain a very beautiful head 
of the calao, which I had the honour to pre- 
ient to the academy of iciences at Paris. 
The paf roquet, cockatoo, and another pretty 
little fpecies of the fame genus, no larger 
than a linnet, arc furprilingly plenty. There 
is alfo found here a very fmall bird of the 
diminutive fize of a wafp, whoie colours, 
conlifting in a (hade of yellow, mixed with 
red and blue, are peculiarly vivid and beau- 
tiful. Many kinds of monkies, one of which 
is remarkably large, roe-bucks, wild buf- 
faloes, and other quadrupeds, abound in the 
woods. I was told a great deal concerning 
the difference of fize ; and peculiar qualitii^s 
of their ferpents, but I confefs I faw none 
cither fo extremely large, or furprifingly 

fmall. 
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fmall, as to juftifjr the reports of the na- 
tives. 

In thefe favoured ifles, Nature feems to 
have been providently mindful of the clc^th- 
ing, as well as of the fiibfiftence of the in- 
habitants^. The foot of a tall fpecies of <he 
jig-bannan confifts. of numberlefs fblda of 
bark, which, at a certain period of putre- 
faftion, are feparable without art or diflJ^ 
qulty. Thefe pieced together afford a fpecief 
of fine linen, harfh indeed, and difagreeablp 
to the ikin, in its natural ftate, but which 
they have learned to render fufficicntly foft 
and pliable by a preparation of lime. Befides 
ferving for linen, it is likewifc ufeful for the 
purpofes of cordage. 

Man, laftly, is fed, cloathed, and lodged:, 
in Samar at little toil, cither of mind or 
body. The rivers are every where (haded 
with the bamboo, and the woods fupply him 
with the nipe and routan, two fhrubs which 
are made to anfwer all the purpofes of nails ; 
and fuch is the dexterity of the Indians in 
uniting the different pieces of bamboo, that 
in the whole conflruftion of his hut neither 
iron nor any other metal is to be found. 

Tw(} 



2o8 TRAVELS ROUND THE WORLD, 

Two months induftry ill the courfc of the 
year fuflSices to provide for the wants of the 
people, whofe innocent and gentle manners 
are to me the ftrongeft proof of the real hap- 
pinefs they enjoy. 

The deportment of the men is eafy, open, 
and affable ; the women are gay and lively, 
and poflefs in fome degree the flippancy of 
the coquette^ without, however, being in-* 
dined to vice. The Indiaq has little pro- 
penfity to labour, but he cannot be accufed 
of avoiding it when any emergency renders 
it expedient. Vanity and lying are the only 
immoralities I could difcover among them ; 
and, though I have not found them prone 
either to jealoufy or theft, they feemed, 
however, confiderably keen in their dealings 
with Europeans, I am difpofed to believe that 
the Indian poffeffes a fenfibility of mind parti- 
cularly nice and delicate, having obferved 
in tjie exercife of his friendftips a warmth 
and opennefs of heart which I have not dif- 
covered in an equal degree in any other 
people. 

The common falute between the fexes, 
apd of afFedlion among relations, is here 

precede4 
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prea^d by a gentle af^Hradon of in- 
ccnfc on diat part of the face to which the 
lips are meant to be applied. The Biflayan 
Indians in general diicpver a natural tafte for 
muikr, and a genius for the mechanic atts ; 
and I am convinced that nothing but want 
of education prevents their attaining a high^ 
degree of eminence in thefe purfuits. The 
flexibility of their nerves and mufcles may, 
perhaps, fcarcely be credited ; but the faft 
is, that they handle fmall ofcgeds with their 
^eet with equal eafe and dexterity as we do 
with our h^ids ; and can exert a force in 
pinching with their toes, not lefs than that 
of an European when he pinches with his 
'fingers. With the affiftance of his campilah 
alone, the Indian makes his violin or guitar, 
eut^ down the largeft tree in the foreft, and 
and fliapes and hollows it into the form of a 
canoe. At one time it is ufed to carve on 
•the bamboo defigns of no mean efFedt, for 
<hc ornament of his houfe ; at another, it is 
turned agaioft theencmy for perfonal defence. 
This, in fliort, feems to be the only edged 
tool known, ora?t leaft in ufe, among tfcefe- 
dians of Samar. 
VoL^L P 



210 TRAVELS ROUND THE WORLD, 

Among their produftioiis of art, the In- 
dian mat merits particular notice : it is a 
fpecies of manufafture of fuch finenefs, that 
a piece of fix feet wenteafily into my pocket. 
It is executed iu various handfome defigns, 
^nd painted with very lively and elegant co- 
lours, which they have the art of extrading 
from different trees. 

Silk, cotton, and the fibres of the fig- 
bannan above-mentioned, furnifti the Indian 
with the raw materials for his beft manufac- 
tures in cloth. He makes a kind of lace, 
and embroiders his filk ftufFs with furprifing 
elegance and addrefs. Every family is pro- 
vided with a loom, for domeftic purpofes. 
At fea the Indian is a (hip's carpenter, a fail- 
maker, and a caulker; on land, a rope- 
maker, and a fhip-builder : but though he 
exercjfes occafionally almoft all the me- 
' chanic arts for his amufement or conveni- 
ence, he is never found to confine himfelf to 
one of them, exclufively of the reft. I was 
informed, but with ^yhat degree of cer- 
tainty I will not pretend to affirm, that evea 
the art of writing with a kind of pencil on 

the 
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the leaves of the cocoa-tree, once exifted in 
this ifland. 

They have a cuftom, implied in the word 
majfarer^ ofcracking the joints, and rubbing 
the flefli all over the body, which, as they 
conceive^ • tends to promote the free circula- 
ti9n of the blood, and obviate humours. 
That of rubbing the limbs of children with 
oil is likewife common ; ufages which, as 
they are not peculiar to them> but prevalent 
over the whole continent of Afia, may be 
prefumed to have long been found to have a 
(alutary efFe£t. In place of cupping they ufe 
fevere pinchings on the neck and ihoulders, 
which they continue to exercife until they 
are fatisfied they have attained iheir end. 
They let blood by means of incifions made 
in the (kin ; and as to phyiic, they are won- 
derfully verfant in the virtues of many 
flowers, balms, and plants, the ufe and appli- 
cation of which they owe to nature and their 
own experience alone. 

Large trowfers, which defcend below the 

calf of the leg, a (hirt falling over them to 

the middle of the thigh, and a handkerchief 

twifted round the head in the manner of a 

P 1 turban. 
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turban, cohftitute their ordinary drefs. On 
occafions of ceremony they appear in their 
round hat, and banyan or a bedgown, con* 
lifting of (ilk and cotton. Thick (hort 
fingers, and long nails on tht middle, and 
iittle ones, are efteemed highly beconiing, 
infomuch that I have obferved them in dif- 
ferent perfons full two inches in length.^ 
The women wear an apron, which, after 
paffing fevcrai times round the waift, falls 
down to the toe; and fome a petticoat fb 
very fin* and traniparfcnt, that modefty 
obliges them to tuck up a comer of it to the 
fore part of the girdle, whereby one leg is 
completely expofed. Their fliift defcends 
only to the top of the hip ; and the head- 
drefs differs but little from that of the men, 
except that they roll their hair high upon 
the head, fo as in fome degree to give it the 
appearance of a crown. If to thefe we add 
a gown worn only on extraordinary occa- 
fions, I have mentioned every article of the?r 
apparel. 

The hair of both fex:es is remarkably fine, 

particularly that of the women : they comb 

it with great care, and anoint it frequently 

1 with 
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with oil of the cocoat-nut, in order to 
ftrengthen and render it of a deep black. 
The nofe is (hort and deprefled, hut the 
noftrils are by no means dilated like thofe of 
the negro ; nor, indeed, have 1 often ob- 
ferved an ugly or ill-favoured woman on 
thefe iflands. The features are fniall, and 
not always regular ; but they have beautiful 
eyes, and faces uncommonly expreffive and 
interefting. They ufe pitchers of the bam- 
boo ; and fbmc have a light fort of leaf-hat, 
fimilar to what is worn by Indians of the 
firft diftinftion. One of the moft beautiful 
obje^^s, in my opinion, that can meet the 
eye of a painter, is a fine young Indian 
female on her way to fetch water from the 
well. The large leaf-hat, the delicate dra- 
pery of the thin tranfparent petticoat, and a 
light bamboo-pitcher in each hand, give a 
furprifing grace and dignity to her perfon. 
In the remote parts of the country, and 
efpecially at a diftance from the miflionaries, 
perfons of both fexes go nearly naked. 
The natives of Samar have fifli in plenty 

and variety from their rivers, as well as the 
P3 fca 
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fea cbaft, the latter of which fupplies them 
likewife with very elegant pearls; and their 
manner of fifliing, from its fingularity," 
merits notice : — There is a pea of an intoxi- 
cating quality, named coco^ found in the 
ifland, which being reduced to a powder, is 
fcattered by the Indian, at low water, over 
the fand. Upon the return of the tide, the 
fi(h which have taken the bait appear float- 
ing in a ftate of infeniibility on the furface 
of the water, and are picked up with eafe 
in what numbers the fiftierman judges con-? 
venient. 

The iron- tree, ebony, and dyeing- wood, 
grow in every part of the ifland ; and goldr 
duft is found in fome quantities in its more 
interior regions ; but the monks, in their 
concern for the morals of the people, have 
been careful to take this dangerous branch 
of traffic into their own hands. The Spa- 
niards themfelves are forbidden to refide in 
the Indian villages, under the pretext of 
protec ing the innocence of the natives from 
the corruption of European manners. The 
council at Manilla, however, has lately re- 

, flrained. 
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ftiained, by various regulations, the exor- 
bitant power aflumed by the clergy in thefe 
iflandsp 



C HAP. XXIli. 

The natural Advantages of Samar are of a 
very fuperiof Kind — innocent Manners of 
theNatives — Depredations committed on the 
Spaniards by the piratical Moors — the Sea-- 
fights of the latter dejcrihcd — Conclufions 
drawn from the Languages of the Phillip- 
pine IJlandsy and the Manners of the Inha- 
bitants. 

T.T would require the elegant genius of a 
"*- Virgil or a Theocritus, to make the reader 
conceive the natural advantages of Samar — 
the country, of all thofe I have yet {ttn^ .or 
that perhaps exift in this planet, the moft 
eminently beautiful. How often have I 
envied the Biflayans (for, except the na- 
tives of Luconia, it is thus they name all the 
inhabitants of the Phillippineifles) the happy 
P X retire- 
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retirement of this little infular paradife ! If 
in the province of Tegas the mind of the 
traveller is conftantly roufed and agitated 
by objeds of grandeur and magnificence, in 
the ifland of Samar hp is foothed and en-r 
chanted with an elegant and rich difplay of 
iimplc beauty. In the former, the eye flit^ 
in fucceffion over Nature's ftupendous 
works, from the ^oble but glpomy foreft^ 
to the widely extended plain, bounded by 
the diftant horizon, and thence to riyer^ 
and lakes, the noife and vaft furface of 
whofe waters are formed to imprefs the 
mind with the awful majefty of the Creator. 
In the latter are emanations of his gopdnefs,, 
Ipfings, fountains, and rivulets ; landfcapes 
elegantly compofed by various blendings of 
woods and lawns, curioufly interfering 
each other as they feem to float over the va* 
ried afpe6l of the foil. Woods, it is true, 
without the extent and magnitude of the 
Tegan foreft, but which , enlivened by the 
blofToms of fpring, or loaded with autum- 
nal fruits, yield balfam to the vt^ounds, and 
odours for the refrefhment of the natives. 
The wild bee-hive fufpended from branches ; 

the 
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fhe air highly perfumed with a fragraUt 
Ipecies qf wild jeflamii;ie, and the fwpet 
f:ofe$ of China ; every thing, in fljort, pre- 
fcnts Nature in a^olef^ience, fuch as iho 
(Bxifts before the folly and caprice of maa 
have learned tp disfigure or efface b^r native 
pharms* 

Here I was often at a Ipfs to determine 
which had moft claim to my admiratipn, 
jthe beauty of the country, or the innocent 
inanners of the natives. Having travelled 
half round the globe, I had become lefs 
siddidled to local and illiberal partialities, and 
in fbme meafure fenfible how little the nar-r 
rpw prejudices of education accord with the 
fentiments of an open and candid miud^ 
Hence, if I envied the Biflayan's country, I 
was ftill more covetous of his fociety, of chat 
fincerity vifible in the whole tenour of hia 
condudl, and abpve all of that lerenity of 
mind little exhibited -in the more poliflied 
circles of modern Europe^ I furveyed with 
fatisfaftion the fmalleft of Nature's works, 
which the levity of a refined imagination 
has in no inftance taught the Biflayan either 
to impair or deftroy. My heart was en- 
chanted 
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chanted in attendance on their religious 
wolrlhip, which is accompanied with a 
fimple but interefting and expreffive fpecies 
of mufic. Under thefe and fimilar impref^ 
lions, I became particularly difpofed to ac- 
knowledge the goodnefs of Divine Provi- 
dence, which had led me as it were by the 
hand through all my wanderings ; and my 
thoughts being turned towards religion ia 
general, I gave more attention than ufual to 
my own. 

The language of Chriftianity teaches us to 
afcribc to the Divine Mind the attribute of 
excellence unknown to any other religious 
fyftem. In the New Teftament he is repre- 
fented equally tranfcending in meeknefs, 
gentlenefs, and humility, as in power, wif^ 
dom,- and majefty ; and not lefs great and 
adorable for the examples of his condefcen- 
fion, than for that aftonifliing grandeur dif^ 
played in the number and magnitude of his 
works. By other religions he has been 
pourtrayed as the object of awe and terror; 
by our's he is revealed in the amiable cha- 
racter of brother and friend, as well as of 
law-giver and judge. Qualified, therefore, 

to 
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to quiet the fears, to encourage the hopes^ 
and in one word to conftitute the happinefs 
of all who fubmit to its precepts in the fame 
honefty and fimpliciry with the good Bif» 
layans, the elements of the Chriftian fchetne 
eftablifli, in their uniform fpirit and tendency, 
an unqueftionable claim to the uriiverfal bc» 
lief and acceptance of mankind. 

The Moors, or Mahometan Indians, have 
little other employment than that of com- 
mitting depredations on the Spaniards. At 
Borneo, and fometimes Batavia, thefe pirates 
find a market for their prifoners ; and I {aw 
with no little furprize, at a Dutch fettle* ^ 
ment, the free fubjedts of Spain reduced to 
the wretched condition of flaves. The Ma-^ 
hometan in his hoftile purfuits is actuated 
by a daring and intrepid fpirit ; and as he is 
generally the Spaniard's fuperior in num-^ 
bers, an attempt to board always accompa- 
nies his firft onfet. In order firft to clear 
the deck of his antagonift, the Moor begins 
the battle by a fhower of zigays, or fmall 
darts, which he pours upon the heads of his 
enemy, and inflantly fprings on board with 
his campilan or fword in hand. Thefe bar- 
■\ barians 
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bariaiis are but little acquainted with the ufe 
of fire-arms, and have only a few guns, 
which have accidentally fallen into their 
hands in the courfe of their wars with Eu- 
ropeans. In this refpefk they are widely 
difierent from their brethren in the neigh-* 
boarhood of the Dutch fettlements, who 
have eftablifhed a rude manufacture of muf^ 
kets on feveral of their iflands, and are in 
general greatly before them in improvement. 
I was much pleaied in obferving, as often 
as I could, the infant induftry of this ar* 
chipelago, whofe inhabitants are only emer-f 
ging from a total ignorance of the arts^ 
by means of the information they derive 
from Europeans alid Chinefe. The veflel 
employed by the Mahometans in their cruifes 
againft the Spaniards is named bouangay and 
is probably the fame with the proa of Com- 
modore Anfon, which he faw in the Marian 
ifles, and which is particularly defcribed in 
his voyage. Conjedluring from the velocity 
with which it was feen to crofs the horizon, 
he could not fbppofe the rate of the boganga 
or proa's (ailing to be lefs than feven or eight 
leagues an hour* 

The 
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The Chinefe in their commercial pur- 
fuits were ufed to vifit, in the courfe of the 
fine (eafon, the principal iflands of this 
archipelago ; but the Europeans having been 
long at war with the natives, the neceffity 
of being in a ftate of preparation has cor* 
Tupted the charafter of the Indians, and 
taught them to prefer a kind of piratical in^ 
duftry to the exercife of a fair trade. Tlie 
Moors are attached to the fervice of certain 
chiefs, who pay tribute to Holo, Borneo, or 
fome other confiderable iflands ; and many 
of them have their refidence and pofleffiolis 
in the iflands of a fraall archipelago, which 
occupies a fpace laid down on the taaps as 
unknown, fituated between Borneo, Holo, the 
Molucca, and New Phillippine ifles. Ac- 
cording to the befl: information I was able to 
obtain in the Phillippine ifles and at Batavia, 
thefe iflanders have a ftriking refemblance to 
the people of Otaheite, as defcribed by Mon- 
(ieur Bougainville, and indeed to the natives 
in general of thofe more fouthern regions. 

The inhabitants of all the iflands above 
mentioned having in their manners, cuf- 
toms, language, and features, more analogy 

to 
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to one another than to the people of the con- 
tinent, I think it natural to infer, that their 
intercourfe with the Afiatics is compara- 
tively of a recent date, arid that their firft 
emigration from the old world muft have 
happened at a very ancient period ; and 
hence it isthat the race of men in thefe re- 
gions of the globe, their language, manners^ 
and ufages, have acquired fo peculiar a caft. 
They fpeak in foft tones of voice ; and I 
was told that the Biflayan language in ge- 
neral is fmooth and modulated. Like the 
iavages of New Spain, however, they fre- 
quently utter guttural founds, by preffing 
the tongue againft the palate. Vowels in 
their origin feem to be the fimple cries of 
animal nature ; and for this reafon the Ian* 
guage of a folitary favage confifts in the mere 
emiflion of inarticulate founds, a faculty in 
common to man with the greater part of 
other animals. Confonants are conventional, 
and, like. the flops of a mufical inftrument, 
mark the diftindlion or articulation of found, 
and are of fubfequent and curious invention. 
Their numbers increafe with the progrefs 
and improvements of fociety ; and that 

language 
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language in which mutes and vocal founds 
come to be moft happily combined, will be 
deemed the moft agreeable vehicle of our 
ideas. I conceive this to be the reafoh why 
the languages of all barbarous tribes contaiti 
many more inarticulate founds than that of 
any half civilized nation, with which I am 
acquainted. I own, however, that my know- 
ledge of the Biflayan language is but imper- 
fe<ft, having fpent too little time in thefe 
iflands to be able to fpeak it with great flu- 
ency. 



CHAR 
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« 

CHAR XXIV- 

IThe Galleon fails for Manilla'-^Anchors In the 
Harbour of Cavite — Defcription of the 
Country contiguous to Manilla — Shynefs ef 
ihe Catholic Mtfjionaries in their ConduSl 
towards Strangers — Particulars relative *o 
ihe naffve Indians — Chajiity of the Fe- 
males — Two remarkable Incidents which 
charaSlerize the genuine Simplicity of the 
Natives^ by whofe exemplary Liveis the 
Morals of the Spaniards have been im- 
proved. 

^T^HOUGH we had been favoured with 
-*• many intervals of fine weather, the 
wefterly winds continued to blow till the 
end of September, but the wind fhifting to 
the N. N. E. we then prepared for otir de* 
parture ; and on the 7th of Oftober, every 
thing being on board, failed with an eafterly 
wind for Manilla* We fleered W. N. W. 
in order to enter the Phlllippine Archipe- 
lago ; but towards evening were obliged to 
Ihorten fail^ being deterred by the violence 

of 
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of the current from attempting the paflagc 
of San Bernardino during the night. Next 
day we paffed the ftraitSj leaving the little 
iiland San Bernardino in the middle of a 
paiTage about three leagues in breadth^ forni- 
ed by the ifland Luconia and a number of 
fmalJer ones contiguous to Samar. Here 
the fea has a moft rapid current, attended 
with whirlpools, which retarded our prd- 
grefs ; but the diredion of the ftream being 
generally in our favour, dnd the wind in* 
creafing we foon pafled the ifland ,CapuI, 
and the Narangean ifles. I faw the ifland 
San Hyacyntho, or Ticao, where the gal- 
leon takes in water and provifions before het: 
final departure for Acapulco, After San 
Hyacyntho^ continuing to coafl: the main 
land, we pafled in. view of Mafl)ate and Bu*- 
rias, and enteted a kind of bafon twenty 
leagues in extent. We pafled Marindouque 
on the left, and fl:eering into a fecond bafon, 
came in view of an European veflel, but as 
flie had a great deal of wood upon deck, and 
carried little fail, we were unable to afcer- 
tain to what country flie belonged ; confi- 
dering that thefe feas are but rarely fre- 
VoL. L Q^ quented 
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quented by European merchantmen, we 
gave her chafe. She proved to be t^ San 
Carlos, a Manilla galleon, which, in her 
p^iTage tx) Acapulco, had met wjtb a Tev^re 
gale of wind north of 4^ Marian ifles, ap4 
after rollii)g away her main and ngiiz^ 
umAsj was on her way h^ck to he repair^t 
Purfuing the f^tm direfliioii, we disco- 
vered Mount Calapaii, Jn the {flaad Min* 
doro, ^ which we foon left to the £iuth. 
This iOjind atiid the main, land form a chan- 
nel, in paiSng through which, n freih wind 
fp ringing up, we. made good way, and at 
length defcried the mountains of Mafibelles, 
fituated S. W. from the bay of Manilla. 
Two paffages lead into the bay ; the firft, 
though wider than the other, is more diffi- 
cult, on account of the banlc of Saint Nico- 
las ; and therefore we proceeded diredlly 
towards the one more remote. They are 
formed by the ifland Corregidor, and on the 
lide of the fea by a number of fmall iflands, 
and a clufter of rocks named Cavallo Puer- 
cas. The wind blowing frefh at E. and 
E. N. E^ we anchored off Corregidor till 
the next morning in fifteen fathoms water, 

with 
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\vith a lx>ttocn of ^d ; and on the 1 5th of 
OAobcr dropped anchor in the Port Ca^ 
vite, fituated N. E. from the Bay of ^- 
nilla. Cavitc is the harbour chiefly fre- 
quented by the king's (hips while in the 
Phillippine iflesw The fliallow water of the 
river^ it being onJy twelve or fifteen feet at 
iloody obliges large veflels toiie here, though 
at two leagues diftance from Manilla. As 
high as the city the tide fddom rifes above 
lix feet. The harbour is fortoed by a tongue 
of land, which ihdters it from the S. W. and 
N. W. winds, the moft formidable to the 
nav^tion of thefe feas ; and as it is a bold 
fhore, the fiiips moor doie in, in perfed): 
fafety. On the point of this tongue of land 
fiatids an arfenal, which is defended by ex- 
cellent batteries, is of great extent, and well 
provided with dockryards and naval ftores. 
The arfenal towards Manilia is piotedcd by 
a fort erefted on the fame tongue of land ; 
and the whole is covered with very flrong 
walls on the fide of the ica. The town at 
the port of CavLtc is named Saint Koch, and 
peopled with hidians, who make excellent 
iailors, as wdl m worlcmeu ior the m Icu^i, 
Q 2 I wuLi 
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I was extremely fatisfied to find myfelf 
in a city whofe contiguity to the European 
fettlements in the eaft has confideiably cor- 
re£led the har(h fpirit of national prejudices 
in the Spaniards ; prejudices which on va- 
rious occafions, during my refidence in New 
Spain, as well as on my paiTage from Aca- 
pulco to the Phillippine ifles, I own difcon- 
certed me not a little. From the Domini- 
cans, who often fent miffionaries hence to 
China, I expeded (but I am ibrry I muft 
add, in vain) fuch documents and inftruc- 
tions to their friends in that empire, as might 
facilitate my intended expedition to Tartary. 
The inveterate averfion of that people to ad- 
mit ftraugers into the interior parts of their 
country, rendered this the only expedient 
from which I could hope for fuccefs ; but 
finding my views difappointed in this part 
of my plan, by the indifference, perhaps po- 
licy, of the Dominican miffionaries, I rc- 
folved to continue my travels round the 
globe by the way of India. 

As I never loft fight of one great oljed,- 
the ftudy of fimple and uncultivated man, ia 
whatever part of the world I might find 

him, 
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him, the circumdances of my refidence at 
Manilla were happily chofen. I was lodged 
on a bank of the river, whofe gentle ftream 
glided filently under my windows, between 
rows of the mangoCy mangoufian^ and Chi- 
nele orange-trees, and only one mile diftant 
from Manilla, a fpace entirely covered with 
huts, gardens, and country feats. The road 
leading to the city by land paflcs through 
five villages, which may be confidered as the 
fuburbs of Manilla, and prefents a profpedl 
chiefly confiding of rice grounds equally 
beautiful. About a hundred pacejs from my 
door flood an eminence floping gently into 
a plain, which afi^brded a common pafture 
to all the cattle of the neighbourhood. It 
being the cuAom of the inhabitants to travel 
as well as to tranfport their goods by water, 
numbers of boats and canoes, employed in 
conveying the produce of the fields and gar- 
dens to market, were inceffantly paffing un- 
der my eye ; and, indeed, no ftreet of any 
city can preient a more gay or crowded 
profpe£i than the river of Manilb. AjTy hoft 
had taken advantage of the gentl 
ph? current, and built one half of 

9« 
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within the verge of the wat^r^ while ianie 
Indians, his neighbours, had ere£ledi tbdrs. 
on feeble pillars of the bamboo, from two. 
to four yards in the channel, a circumftance 
which contributed to render their habitations, 
eminently clean and wholfome. The flylc 
of bu Iding is nearly the l^aie with that ip 
the BiiTayau iflands* The houfes pi the 
Spaniards are of flone, fpacious, and u\ a 
tafte entirely different from that of the la- 
dian cottage ; in {lead of glafsTpanes fqp 
their windows, they ufe a kind of tranipa^ 
rent fliell, fimilar to mother-of-pearr, which 
admits light in fufficient quantity to anfwep 
every ufeful purpofe. 

On the ifland Lucoilia ray time was de- 
voted as ufual to the company and convcrr 
fation of the natives, I lodged, boarded, 
and flept, juft as they did, which I efteem 
the only method of becoming acquainted 
with the real charader and difpofition of 
the people. Though the Indians here fcem 
to poffefs the fame goo3 qualities of the 
heart which diftinguiffi the inhabitants of 
the other iflands, they are not equally free 
from a certain tindure of whim and caprice. 

The 
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The natural turn of their mind is gs^^ ^^^Js 
and adroit ; but foch as inhabit die more 
northern parts of die ifland are extremtly 
coarfe and ruftic^ bodi in their perfons and 
manners. From the natural richnefs of the 
ibi) the nadves feemed to' have imbibed a 
kind of vanity, which^ joined to die uni« 
ver^d praAice of mutual charity and bene* 
ficence, makes them averie to any laborious 
occupauon« The eipence of maintenance 
is an ohjeA beneath their notice ; and hence 
Grangers from the difbnt villages of their 
own tribe often make vifits of three or four 
months at their houies. This national hof-* 
pitality is exerciied in a more eminent de* 
gree in favour of their own immediate con- 
neftions ; and, therefore, an Indian fre- 
quently entertains the whole family o( a 
poor relation as long as they are difpofed to 
continue under his roof. The members of 
a family fcldom {cparSting upon the mar- 
riage of the younger branches, four or five 
difiercnt heads, with their refiKvflivc chil- 
dren, often Jive together in the fame hut. 
I have frequently admired this little commu- 
nity aflembled in good-humour, and fitting 
Q 4 down 
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down together, without one fymptotn of 
envy or jealoufy, to partake their meal out 
of th(g lame difh. It might be fuppofed 
that families thus conftituted would require 
many difierent apartments. This, however, 
is not the cafe : every individual, ftrangers 
themfelves not excepted, flecps on a mat 
fpread on the ground in the ikmc apartment; 
and yet it rarely happens that any adl of 
impropriety is known to take place betwixt 
the fexe§. I have fbmetimes found, when 
I awaked in the morning, that I had bor-? 
rowed the half of a fine young Indian's 
mat, who was faft afleep by my fide, with- 
out my giving offence to her, or promoting 
fbandal in the family. I underftand that 
the fame habits of domeftic life prevail in 
many countries remote from this ifland, 
without being attended with any inconveni- 
ence to good morals. Indepd, the very ex- 
iftence of this perilons cuftom h a proof, 
in my judgement, of great purity as well as 
fimplicity of manners ifi the people among 
whom it prevails. ' 

It is remarkable, that during the whole 
time I fpent on the ifland Luconia, 1 never 

met 
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met with a fingle inftance of wrangling be- 
tween hufband and wife, a circumftance that 
is but too connmon in the moft civilized na* 
tions of Europe. Th« manners of even the 
richeft Spaniards have been improved by the 
exemplary lives of the natives ; and herice 
there is fcarcely one family of condition at 
Manilla, which has not two or three cre^ 
anfas^ or poor orphans, in the houie, fed, 
cloathed, and lodged, in all refpefts, like 
their own children. It is conceived to be 
the duty of the patron, as fbon as the or- 
phans he has adopted arrive at the age of 
puberty, to get the females married, and the 
males hito fuch employments as are fuited 
to their refpedlive geniufes and capacities. 
I have feen, among the objeds of this do- 
meftic charity, women who had been por- 
tioned from the bounty of their benefaftors 
to the amount of five or fix thoufand pias- 
tres. At Manilla there are likewife public 
foundations or convents, into which poor 
girls are admitted ; who, after being pro- 
perly reared and educated, are difmiffed 
with a competent portion. 

The 
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The cbiidrcnf of the natives, to tlic agfe of 
teii or twelve yearg, trflially run about ift 
tbcir flhfirts, without any other covering 
whatever. I think this impropet even in 
hoy& ; and to permit gifrls of the feme age, 
in a warm climate, to appear cowftantfy with 
{o fiender a covering, borders upon* indecen- 
cy, and feems to imply a culpable negli- 
gence in^ the parents. I ant of opinion, 
however, that in* yioung people nakednefe is 
not perceived to be the caufe of fhame until 
the paffion of fex begins to be excited. This 
idtea- was firfl: fuggcftcd to my gnind by the 
two following incidents : 

1 had walked one day into a wood about 
a league's diftance from Manilla, where, hap- 
pening to meet with an Indian cottage, I 
found a girl of ten or twelve years of age 
before the door, fitting on her hams. She 
rofe the inftant Ihe faw me, and was at 
fome pains to replace her (hift, which fhe had 
gathered up to her arms. Still, however, 
ihe remained completely expofed where mo- 
defty is ever moft anxious to draw her veil ; 
but her fhoulders being now covered, (he 
feemed fatisfied that all was well, and in a 

moment 
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moment evety fymptcun of ^tona'ffnrieav 
Vanifhed 

I had oceafion to obferva for feverfil daysr 
the fon of my hoft, aged eleven years, amf 
the daughter of an Ipdian, bis neighbourjr 
about ten, who began in their childMh ^ortsr 
to betray a certain uneafinefs. They were 
mutually fon4 of each other, mingled^ little 
with their companions, and every kind of 
play, except that between themfeives, was^ 
evidently tirefome and in^pid : into this*, 
without defign or eohfbioufnefs in- thenr, 
fomething myfterious feemed to be mfufcd; 
They wecc cloathed only in their fhirts ; but 
I could obferve, that when the heart felt a 
particular emotion, they inilinftively drew* 
it over that part, of which, on ordinary oc- 
fafions, and in the prefence of indifferent 
perfons, they feemed wholly unmindful. 

My hoftefs, who had entered the matri- 
monial career at the age of thirteen, had 
gone in the raiment of nature till the year 
preceding her marriage. Savages, except in 
Qold climates, the Indians of the Phillippine 
ifles, the natives of many parts of India, and 
the Arabs, generally go naked, or at lead with 

but 
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but a flight covering round the loins, without 
being confcious of the fmalleft impropriety 
in their appearance. The tawny colour of 
the Ikin, like a thin mantle, (hades their 
perfons ; bur, what is of more confequence,^ 
they arc accuftomed to view with indiffe* 
lence, or in the modefly of nature, that part 
of the human frame to which, in refined 
ages, the unbridled and inflamed imagina- 
tion of man attaches ideas of intemperate 
and criminal fenfuality. In civilized fb- 
ciety we often meet with an afFeftation of 
modefty, which almoft invariably betrays a 
latent corruption of morals ; whereas the 
though tlefs indifference of the Indian or fa- 
vage, as to "his outward appearance, is, in 
roy eftimation, a ftrong proof of the purity 
and innocence of his miqd. 
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CHAP. ^XXV. 

Defcription of the City and Harbour of Ma-*^ 
nilla — Saint Croix and fever al other Towns 
in the Vicinity defer ibed — Policy of the C^- 
nefe in obtaining a Settlement in the commerf 
cial Town of Parian-^haradier of this 
enterprizing People — Cautions the Japa-- 
nefe obferve in their commercial Inter courfe 
with other Nations — Particulars relative to 
the Inhabitants of the IJland of Lucoma^ 

nt^HE city of Manilla is of confiderablc 
extent. The ftreets are handfome, 
and built in a good ftile, and the houfes bet- 
ter and more convenient than may be difco- 
vered at firft fight by a ftrangen The in* 
habitants of the firft didinftion are rich, and 
thofe of the inferior orders are generally in 
eafy circumftances. Here the tafte for ex- 
pence, luxury, and debauchery, is much 
lefs than that which, as I have already re- 
marked, prevails at Mexico. Every obje£t 
around me fcemed to have affumed the air of 
the gay, fimple, and ingenuous Indian ; in- 
I fomuch, 



fbmuch, that even the haughty and arrogatit 
temper of the Spaniard appeared in fomt 
meafure to have been fubdued by the mild 
^Fample.of his more amiahle neighfoour. 

The river £ows under the city-walls^ i^ 
die harbour for «aerchant fliips^ and fepa^ 
nCes Manilla from the Town of Saint Croix^ 
Saint CroiK is in part equally well built 
»kh the capital, is popidous in Indians and 
SIpamardsy and furrounded by thrde villages 
of the natives, which may be regarded as 
fuhuii^s* At a £bort diftance, on the op<» 
pofite bank of the river, but on the fame 
fide with Manilla, are ieveral confiderable 
towns alio belonging to the natives. Few 
merchants, and ftill fewer mechanics, re- 
iide within the walls of Manilla. The great 
feat of their manufiad:ures, as well as the 
empof ium of ail kinds of merchandize, is a 
town named Parian, on the other fide of the 
river, which is pretty regulariy builty* and 
inhabited chiefly by Chlnefe. The Chi- 
nese, who in former times ufed to come 
poly once a year frc«i Canton or Quemoy, 
found means, under the preteact of embra* 
cing Chriftianity, but, in fa£t, in order to 

poflefs 
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poflefs thcmlHires of the trade cf the oom- 
tiy, to leave a few of their compaaioos ia 
the ifland. From this colony thdr popular 
tioQ has ever iiDce beea increaling ; and at 
preient thejr amount to more than tiKxnty 
thouiand, w ho, after engroffing the whole 
of the manufa&ures, and the principal part 
of the trade of .Manilla, begin to turn dieir 
attention to agriculture. They are extreme- 
ly artful and deiigning in bulinefs, infinua- 
ting in their addrefs, and, under the malk 
of a (miling countenance, ever on the watch 
to take advantage of the credulous cuAom- 
en But they are {bber, induftrious, af&ble, 
and lively. In their perfons they are well- 
proportioned ; and the expreflion of the 
face, which is by no means engaging at 
firft view, after a little acquaintance becomes 
fomewhat interefting. I imagined I could 
difcover a kind of analogy between the Chi- 
nefe countenance and that of the Indians of 
the Phillippine ifles. The bones, howe>^cr, 
of the face, eyes, and the bulk of the fea* 
tures, taken feparatdy, are diflereittf tnd 
much more comely in the latter titanic 4l* 
former ; hue there ii a fc 
% 
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blance in the nofe, and general eficft oif the 
whole. 

Among the inhabitants of Manilla are 
Armenian merchants, Malays, natives of the 
Malabar coaft, and of the kingdom of ^m, 
belides a few Japanefe, who having been 
accidentally thrown on thefe coafts, have 
chofen to fettle on the ifland^ It is a law 
of the emperor of Japan, that none of his 
iubjefts, under pain of death, (hall fail out 
of fight of land : hence fuch as happen to 
be forced by the violence of wind and wea* 
therto a different fhore, renounce every idea 
of ever returning to their native country. 
With an extreme deference for their fupe* 
riors, they are fober, brave, and poflefTed of 
a good underflanding. In their deportment 
they are grave and fedate ; hardy and robufl 
in their perfbns ; but though formed by na- 
ture to endure the feverefl toil, they feem 
difpofed to fubmic to it as little as poflible. 
Thefe obfervations, however, being coileft- 
ed in the courfe of a very fhort acquaintance 
with only a few of their countrymen, when 
applied to their national charader muft be 
received rather as conjeftural, than as*a cer- 
tain 
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tain informadoa afcertained by long experi« 
euce. 

I was told by the natives of Japan, that 
the only open trade they cany on is with 
the Chineie ; and even this is fubje£led to 
numberlels fevere rcftri^ions. The rigo* 
rous terms on which the Japaneie admit 
Hollanders into their ports are generally 
known. As fboo'^^as a Dutch veflel enters 
the harbour, ihe is configned to a Japanefe 
magiftrate, as a pledge of the company's 
good behaviour on (hore ; and in the mean 
time the bufinefs of her voyage is tranfa^led 
by European agents, in a place completely 
wralled in, and fecluded from the public^ 
Some time fince the Manillans lent deputies 
and prefents to Japan, with overtures of 
friendfhip, and an ofier of entering into fuch 
z treaty of commerce as might be deemed 
beneHcial to both nations. The Japanefe ^ 
received the deputies with much refped, ac^ 
cepted their prefents, and made them others 
in return, of much higher value ; but de^* 
cliiied to negociate on apy terms wbaceverf 
either a commercial or political alliance be* 
tween the two countries. Much about the 

Vol* L R fame 
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fame period, and for a fimilar purpoie, the 
council of jManilla difpatched an embaflj ta 
Pekin ; where^ being received in tbe charac- 
ter of Indians, they obtained a free trade 
over the whole maritime bounds of the em- 
pire, a trade which, in the hands of the 
Spaniards, is unlkilfullj managed ; but 
which, as it is a voyage of little more dian a 
hundred leagues from LiKronia to the Chi- 
nefe coafl, is capable <^ being greatly ex« 
tended* 

Articles of beautiful workmanfhip in gpld^ 
and a fpecies of metal named tombac, which 
is efteemcd one third more precious, are ma- 
nufeftured by the artifls of Manilla ; and the 
gold chains made by their women vie in 
beauty with the moft elegant I have ever feen 
in any other part erf" the world. 

In the dependencies of the Phillippine ifles 
are numbers of t»rds nefts, which are efteem- 
ed very lalutary and delicate eating. They 
have excellent mangoes ; and the fago €)£ 
Luconia, a fpecies of gum which diftils*. 
from the lopped boughs of a certain tieCy 
is faid to be extremely beneficial to the* . 
ftomach. 

Id 
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III various parts of thi$ ilbiKl u^ t\nu\J A 
race of mcti who» in their features and com- 
plcction, have a Ariking rcl'cud>lancc u> the 
negro. They are oonlVanily dilcovcrcil \vttu« 
dering through the woo^lsi of a \ cry diuu- 
nutive ftature, and of uncommonly nfild and 
gentle difpofitions. No^iccount ih given of 
their origin, nor by what means ihis dwur- 
fiQi race came to be fettled in the illandi 
There are alfo feveral hordes of roving hi- 
dians, who have never yet cn)braecd C'hril- 
tianity, and who are ftill too barbarous to be 
incorporated into villages. 

The inhabitants of the fca coaf), ay in 
the ifland of Samar, were formcijy Maho- 
metans, and governed by chicf;^ namc^l 
Daiousj who, while they cxcrcifcd (<;vcrcijjii 
authority over their vaflFah, owed al]c^i;*ncc 
and tribute in their turn to certain ;Acig;Ii- 
touring princes. Some of thcfc chiefs iVM 
cxift in the Biflayan iflcs, but retain ;>9 
f»rher memorial of tlidr ancicfU grs:it!;>er> 
iliita the privilege of coJleclixi^ a rtv^s^ntf 
from m£mSdvc% as wdl u ihm raiSili^ ta 
tijt: zTom'u ai Spam, h iv ikfA" 
ir^flis^ tad €X3dtd vrtsb 
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zr mi^KTXxii: s s: u^^Jlol in New Spain. 
Aim^ ^'':ie!fe rtares jre tbimd fikewiie in 
:&ir ^am£ ^Ijxci»fi^ ifscwidicNitaihadow 
^ ^-mwCTeac^ ^ ijAo ritr. I knew a 
w*>fssBt £ Mfixa&.. fei&ai md Chinefe by 
rrr^iSxe^ w^ baiJ x hilf-UQcdl bcoihcr dc- 
ib33i»£ fois :M!sr :rt tSc!K sidcnt duetbtns. 
Ifc iiii Vej acKtKDed koccs of otouning 
:3^ a:;:spdcc&> ctyrwugj m 3 fate cdic^ of 
S^m^ i: ^rxcer oc 5i5> birth ; but ibc sorer- 
acr. ursfc: Tirixrs preccncts, conrnFed to 
c^jd^ hb duED ; ind he dkd fbon after of 
waat 3cid X broken heart. 

1 i1k> fiw at this piace an c4Bcer in very 
icsean ind iadigent circucnitmces, who in- 
heHred not ooly Ac name, but the royal 
Hood or the Moatezumas, the hereditary 
emperors of Mexico* The lineal delcen- 
dants ot this illuftrious race of princes have 
ocd%' a Imall annual peniion of five thousand 
piailres, with the vain privilege of being tC- 
corted in their carriage by a body 
Precluded, however, by poverty ffom ei 
ciiing thefc empty honours, they are 
tented to have their guards, 
of the empire, which cfa 
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titled to bear, engraved on their feals. An 
anxious policy, not perhaps of the Spanifli 
nation in general, but rather, I fufpedl, of 
certain individuals at Manilla, has been too 
fuccefsful in rendering thefe unfortunate 
men extremely odious to the Indians — a po- 
licy, however, which would be neither un- 
natural nor wholly to be condemned, were 
it exercifed with moderation. Upon the ar- 
rival of an Englifti fquadron at Manjilla, 
many of the Indians ran with open arms to 
receive theni ; but 'the giddinefs of thefe in* 
fatuated men was chaftifed with infinite fe- 
verity, infbmuch that the defolation of al- 
moft a whole province could fearce atone for 
their temerity. The Sanglayes or Chinefc, 
though, it muft be allowed, with lefs reafbn^ 
fell into the fame fnare, and were puniflied, 
if poffible, with more unrelenting cruelty. 
Hunted, like the beafts of the defert, in 
every corner of the country, thofe whom 
th^'ir r?ifmies could not apprehend were fhoC 

^le Sang- 

bands 

muuih^^^^^^^ In 
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final extinflion in the ifland, had it been in 
the power of the Spaniards to lay tK'eir hands 
upon a few who fortunately found refuge in 
the Englifli camp. 



CHAP. XXVI. 

Advantages which mi^ht refuJtfrom a Comz 
merce with Luconia and the Bijfayan IJles—^ 
their natural ProdaSiions and thofe of the 
PhilUppine IJles — Ingenuity of the Native 
Indians — the Spaniards might cultivate 
Spices fuccefsfully in this Part of their 
territories — "Talents and Indujlry of the 
l^atives of the PhilUppine JJles — a neiv 
traffic fuggejled to Spain. 

T?ROM what I was able to learn, during 
^ the fix months 1 paffed in Luconia an8 
the Biffayan ifles, as well as from what I 
myfelf had occafion to obfcrve relative to the 
foil, climate, and charafter of the natives, I 
am led ta entertain a very high idea of thtf 
advantages which might be derived from- 

the 
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which ro diftrea: fort^ of l;^iu \v\v.a\ w- 
mm ample paxiKi to thv^ n^-eu S^nc, The 
Dutch at Baravu have ik>: si lurtiv kw: v^uau* 
tiiy of rice aiid Cv>rn tor their own voat\jmpT 
tion ; while the pcnintub v^f the c\una;ic ia 
obliged to import, at a givat exigence, coru 
and vegetables from ^Sw/W. I'he lugAra 
raifed in the provinces contiguous to Manilhi, 
whofe cultivation might be greatly extendedi 
would, if exported to Indi;i, divide the profitti 
of a very lucrative trade, ut prtiit'ut wholly 
in the hands of the KntfliHi and Dutch. 
Xhat the advantage!^ of lhis» ini(|<' iim vory 
conliderablc, h evident from i\u) ri;nd«^i nl 
the Englilh, who find rh/;ii m'l/uni m 
imuggling fugar^ into tin: \Hnih oi Hditrnt^ 
and Malacca, a]rh<;U{^i ih^; idU^^, nmnuii^^ 
tures have been efUUi/Wi io ^h^^ tii'^lt4i9 
by the C(/nijr<ifjy, 1 ' ' ! 

ubjervkig^ thait M 
Beuder^ Abouci»^4f^ mi4 
of fu^r i^idilMi 
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If the cultivation of indigo and cocoa has 
never been carried to perfeftion in the Phil- 
lippine ifles, it is by no means owing to any 
defeat either in climate or foil, but folely to 
the want of enterprize and iaduftry in the 
people. Indigo grows wild in many parts 
of the country ; but the inhabitants do not 
feem to have reflefted that it might be 
greatly increafed in quantity, as well as im- 
proved in quality, by care and cultivation. 
This produdtion, however, might be fold to 
great advantage in India ; and every one 
knows the high value of both commodities 
to all the nations in Europe. Wherever 
cultivation has been applied to cocoa, it ha^ 
been found to thrive in an eminent degree, 
^nd to be even of a fuperior quality to that 
of Caraca. 

Thefe iflands produce different kinds of 
wood and bark ufeful in dyeing, as alfp 
ebony, and in general every fpecies of pre- 
cious wood employed for the purpofes of the 
cabinet-maker. The fmall number of trees 
cut down by the Indians fall into the hands 
of the Chinefe, who difpofe of them to In- 
dian or European merchants, for the Afiatic 

or 
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or European market. This branch of com* 
merce I have no doubt might become ex- 
tremely beneficial to the public, were the 
Spaniards at a little pains to examine the ya* 
luable produftions of their own forefts. 

The quantity of cotton produced in the 
Phillippine ifles is almoft incredible, and this, 
joined to the natural induftry and docility of 
the natives, might enable the Spaniards to 
produce manufadures in that branch equal, 
perhaps fuperior, to thofe either of India or 
China. The Indian difplays an ingenuity in 
the purfuit of his different occupations, 
which exceeds every thing I have had occa* 
fion to obferve in any other part of the 
world. His beautiful dyes, extrafted from 
the wood and bark of foreft-trees, he pre- 
pares and employs in the fabric of his 
fluffs, with a neatnefs and elegance peculiar 
to himfelf. It would be difficult to find a 
family in the Biflayan iflands, which doei 
not pradife the art of weaving for its own 
private convenience ; 9nd therefore the Spt* 
niards have only to flimulate and dircil the 
application of their prcfeiit babils and in- 
dufliy, in order to obcaiB the bcil and nioA 

feiiUUiu 
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fruit of the Spanifh cinnamon-tree might 
be rendered equal to any exported from the 
JDutch fettlements. The vaft influx of 
wealth derived to the Dutch from their mo- 
nopoly of fpices, pepper, nutmegs, cinna- 
mon, and cloves, ought, one would fup- 
pofe, to kindle a fpark of emulation in the 
bread of the Spaniard, and draw his atten* 
lion to the fame produfticwis, which are fuf- 
fered to grow wild and unheeded in the 
Phillippine woods. 

The great quantities of wax obtained from 
the wild bee-hive of the wood, the delicate 
luxury of the birds nefts, the oil and bark of 
the cocoa-nut, and many other articles 
equally defpifed by the Spaniards, would, in 
more induftrious hands, afford fubordinate 
branches of traffic with the different nations 
of India. 

Having mentioned a few of the moft va- 
luable produftions of thofe iflands, fufcep- 
tible of culture and improvement, I am 
next to obferve, that, confidering the popu-^ 
latioii and capacities of the natives, it wou|d 
be eafy to render them the inflruments of 
carrying every ufeful purfuit to its higheft 

pitch 
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pitch of p erfe ft iefi» I am bcM to a£fert dm 
^pcwi the evidence of that a£tivity» ingeQaity, 
and reibltttion in the Indians, which I wit« 
nefied in many difierent fituadons. 

The fame of the Bohd and Cavite warriors 
extends over tbc bounds of the Phillippine 
ides ; nor are the natives of the other pro* 
vinces, who have had equal advantages of 
difcipline and experience, at all inferior in 
the praftice of war. In a country fo very 
little indebted to its connexion with £urc^, 
one is aftonilhed to find nautical artifts of 
all kinds, ihip^builders, caulkers, mafters, 
and pilots. At Cavite, l^ngaffinan, and fe- 
vcral other places, they conftruft (hips of 
the line, 1 cannot fay equally well fniifhed 
with ours, but fufficiently ftrong, and in 
good proportion. The fibres of the cabone- 
gro and fig-tree fupply them with excellent 
materials for cordage. From their forcft- 
trees they have learned to extract different 
kinds of pitch and tar, equal in quality to 
thofe of Europe. The hulk or cover of the 
cocoa-nut is ufed for caulking, • as is a cer- 
tain coigpo^^^^^^^ plaifter for pay- 
ing c^^^H^^^^^^^^^Hfei* 1 lie ihURi* <tt 
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Luconia furni(h iron for anchors, nails, and 
nil other articles necefiary to the equipment 
o( ihipping. The Indian, confidering his 
natural flrcngth and agility, and his ufual' 
reiidence on the Tea coaft, or on the banks of 
rivers, is in reality born and bred for the fea ; 
and on Ihore, works with a verfatility of 
genius peculiar to himfelf in the feveral 
trades of carpenter, caulker, weaver, fail .and 
rope-maker. But if to what I have faid re- 
fpe£ting the produdions of the Phillippine 
iiles, the induflry, the genius, and capacities 
of the natives, whence I am fully perfuaded 
every article of trade exported from India 
to Europe might be derived, I add, that 
ihcfc countries produce abundance of naval 
(lores, and timber for Ihip-building ; that 
the lndiv\ns, from rapid population, may be 
fparcd for equipping as well as navigating 
the fleets of Spain, without inconvenience to 
the improvement either of commerce or agri- 
culture, I (hall then have del'cribed the 
means of an oriental navy, capable of fupply- 
ing the place of all the men and (hips fent 
from the wellern hemifphere to the Eaft In- 
dies, whether for the purpole of national de- 
fence 



BY SfeA AND LANEl. it^S 

fence iii time of war, or of trade and com-* 
tnerce in times of peace. 

Having confidered the Phillippine ifles 
as competent to the produftion of every 
eaftern commodity ; when we turn our eye 
to the map *of the world, we (hall find 
that their fituation is extremely favourable 
to a direvSl: trade with the parent country, as 
well as with the provinces of Peru and New 
Spain, by way of the South Sea. Many of 
theie iflands, befides Luconia, poffefs excel- 
lent harbours ; but I cannot advife the re- 
moval of their trade with Europe from its 
prefent center at Manilla, until the peculiar 
advantages of the route by the newly-difco- 
vered ftraits of Captain Cook (hall be more 
fully afcertained. Their trade, however, 
by the South Sea might be transferred with 
great propriety to a port at the point of Naga^ 
on the" eaftern coaft of the fame ifland ; a 
fituation which would greatly abridge the 
moft difficult part of the ihip*s paliage acrofs 
the Phillippine Archipelago, during the dan- 
gerous and tempeftuous icafon of the wef- 
terlv w^inds. 
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The proximity of thefe iflands to the coaft 
of China might enable the Spaniards, by 
means of Chinefc veflels, which frequent 
this archipelago, to obtain tea, filk, porce^ 
lain, and. whatever other commodities arc 
not the natural produce of their own colo- 
nies ; and at the fame time, in order to the 
inftruftion and improvement of the natives, 
they might find it eafy to entice from China 
and Bengal eminent artifls in all the diiFerent 
branches of Indian manufadlure. Emigra- 
, tion from the coafl of China to the Phillip- 
pine ifles is fb confiderable, that I am con- 
vinced the Spaniard, with a little policy, 
might have been long fince in pofleflion of 
all the fkill and dexterity of the Chinefe, 
without either trouble or expence. And no- 
thing, in my opinion, but the grofleft igno- 
rance of the firfl principles of found policy, 
can^fhew why their contiguity and intercourfe 
with this people have hitherto been little, or 
rather in no degree ufeful to the Spanifh co* 
lonies. The emigrants from China and the 
other nations of India, under proper manage- 
ment, might by this time have greatly con- 
tributed to promote the induflry and popula- 
tion 



By sea And Land. ^57 

tion of thefe iflands, and have fuperfeded the 
heceffity of driy other encouragement from 
Spain, than the infp^flion of intelligent men, 
who* Gould give a proper direftion to the 
labour of the Indians^ and the . natural re- 
fourceS of the foil* 
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I)ifquiJitions on foreign Settlements and theif 
poltlicalGovernment^'— Practicability of for m^ 
ing a perfeSl Union^ in a Colony ^ dmongjl 
People from various Countries — FigilanCe 
of the Englijh in promoting their Com- 
merce-^Trade at Manilla. 

npHE political gdvernment df the Spa- 
•*• ni(h colonies has fuggefted the few 
following reflexions on this fubjeft* Fo- 
reign fettlements, in my opinion^ are only 
So far defirable as they afe the means of in- 
crealing the number of ufefiil and ad:ive ci» 
tizens, who may co-operate at- 
abroad in promoting thfr«i 
Vol* I. 8 
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aiiil tnl:nulmi: ot rlif parent ftare- ; andtherc- 
fim . luiiuiLr. m;;^ Ut \T.r\ idlv employed 
ii -uu^mriiuiii iht niinihrr ^md extent of na<- 
luMuil iiriv.iuiniK'iEV : ui: ii" he i> carelcis of 
!ii,i. liKiiii: ^ .i:u! n.unilariiin, thev willfoon 
K-. .\.*u .. :^;. ::»:•;. .;:kk. itii' moi.her country, 
.\ .1, :\-:: t.ii::.i,i:i.:c -ii^i Lmrroduiflive 
\ \. i;-..'i..- i.. ,:u pr.ir-,.'. iViu^ni of com- 

.. ':v, . ...". :"- ■ .> , ;.:... :'..::: rr:> m.:y he in* 

. .. .. ; ..^.-.^-.M -.:.. c '^-" ::-:ivef with 

.!'; . .'...\...... .?:-:lj:':'.^:u :. ThjT Induas, 

•,:«.•..: ::... ;i.^ ...c*. .. ::.: -•:> o:'iri\ili2a- 
.. - .. i...:-.> :-.f:. :i»:, ^ni were they 
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Country, is another means of adding to tht 
lift of ufeful citizens. It is difficult, I con- 
k{s, to infpire the mind of the refugee with 
principles of ftrong attachment to a ftrange 
Toil ; but ftill, by fcattering them over the 
country, attaching them by certain rewards 
to different occupations, particularly to thit 
of agriculture, and above all, by treating 
them in every (ituation juftly and humanely, 
the affeftions of the emigrants would co- 
operate with the views of government, and 
at laft conform to the pureft fentiments of 
public virtue. 

Were the laws and principles of Chriftia* 
pity, as they are contained in the facred code, 
candidly prefcnted and explained to rude and 
uninformed minds, they would lay the foun* 
Motion of the moft perfed unbn pra£licabk 
^ among a pcaople ori^ally colleded from 
different countries* Mutual charity and 
confidence, which ought to unite the hearts 
of all men who arr t'^n^r-ne in their profeifion 
of the Chrifti I 
gacions that 
cm4 in th« 
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honeft and difinterefted zeal of making hun- 
felf ufeful, may render eminent fervice to 
his country, by fowing the feeds of loyalty 
and allegiance in the minds of its new fub- 
jefts. But while ecclefiaftics are counts- 
nanced and prote^ed by the magiftrate in ex- 
ecuting the duties of their office, the peo- 
ple ought likewife to be fecured, by proper 
regulations, againfl: that arrogant and domi- 
neering fpirit fo natural to the clergy. 

Equality, as far as is confiftent with the 
difference of talents and property. Ought to 
fubfift between the natives of the new 
country and the defcendants of the parent 
ftate. Rewards, honours, and employments, 
at leaft of a fubordinate nature, fhould lie 
open to merit, in whatever order of men it 
may be found ; and, as nothing tends more 
to confolidate the union of different races of 
men than alliances by marriage, this (hould 
receive every poflible encouragement. The 
ancient ufages, and even prejudices of ftran- 
gers, fhould be treated with moderation and 
indulgence ; and, in general, whatever xnay 
contribute to unite the people in one liberal 
fociety, appears to me rationally pra^cable^ 

in 
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in inftUIiQg into the mimk uf ahcun^ m\A K)« 
rcigncrs the true principles ixt' liJcluv A\\\\ 
allegiance. 

This policy, however, feem» only appli- 
cable to colonial fcttlemeuta \ tor I i\il'pcrt 
that, in a great nation, to mix and com* 
pound the breed in the fame manner migtu 
baftardize the native charaAer and geniuti ot* 
the people at large. If the elementary prin- 
ciples of national charaAer are bad, nothing 
remains in the power of the political phyli- 
cian, but to alter and regulate lu dircd'um i 
for it is incapable of lieing entirely changed 
to advantage, and will always Ik^ fuch ^ti U 
is, better than wheii zdnlunwi by d^« in- 
troduction of £>rdgti iogrcdieiit^^ 

Colooies, oa the conaary, iii tUmrorij^^ 
cooiiituiioa contain priiiciple^ ^/ ft U^fd^^o- 
ynrwDt satore ; aod ihh cireui^flaiM;^^ c^ 
gedbcr midi tbdr diibi»ce {f<jm ^ Um, li 

coBDt for tkar iub&quewc 4(tfU00jf^ ttk 
jsnxftt jkmaaB Mi«iiA|r c. 

«fe fttii ^i 
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miliatiag fenie of fubordination, and gra« 
dually eflranges his mind from an allegiance 
to the parent ftate. This evil, however, 
Oeceflarily arifes from bis iufejriar circum* 
ftances, and from the fo?ereigQ*s ignorance 
of thofe individuals in the cokmy, into whofe 
hands power and confidence might be fafely 
intruded. Beiides, a turn of mind peculiar 
to' the planter, occalioned by a phyfical dif- 
ference of conAitution, climate, cuftofxis, and 
education, tends Aill nctore to reprefs the re- 
mains of his former attachment to bi$ native 
foil. Whoever has attended to the finking 
peculiarities which often fubfift between the 
inhabitants of different provinces, cities, and 
even villages of the fame kingdom, will 
cafily conceive the powerful influence of this 
principle. Now if, in the courfe of humaa 
affairs, any critical lituation in the circum^ 
fiances of the mother country fhould happen 
to concur with this jealous and irritated tem-« 
per of the colonies, it is likely to be em- 
braced by certain popular leaders, as the 
proper moment for revolt ; while pride, 
luxury, and the love of innovation, adtua-" 
ting the minds of all orders of men, may 
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fuggeft claims to. independence, and prompt 
men finally to withdraw that allegiance which 
they have learned to confider as a foreigil 
yoke. 

Colonial depravity feems to be lefs mci* 
dent to an iftand than to a more extended 
territory ; and therefore I would recommend 
an infuiar in preference to a continental 
fitnation, for the purpofe of diftant fettle*- 
ments. Exorbitant fortunes, which always 
produce great inequality in men, are almoft 
peculiar to an extenfive country, and feldortt 
fall to the (hare of individuals refiding with*- 
in the moderate bounds of an ifland ; befides, 
the more difficult intercourfe which fubiifts 
between two iflands, will render their union 
more incomplete than that between two 
provinces on the fame continent. Each ifland 
will acquire a charadter peculiar to itfclf, 
and adverfe from an intimate coalition with a 
neighbour ; whilft famenefs of lituation, 
leading to iimilar purfuits, may be expefted 
to create in the minds of their refpedlive 
inhabitants the jealoufy and antipathy of rival 
ftates, 

S 4 I was 
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I was at fomc pains to confider the prefer 
ftate of our Antilles iflands ; and I am fatift 
ficd, from evciy thing I was able to obferve, 
that citizens, according to their refpeftivc 
character, education, and circumflances, 
ihould be made to fill the hard and laborious 
as well as the more eafy and refpeftable de- 
partments of the colony. This is the ar-f 
rangen^ent of nature, apd arifes from the 
ordinary progrefs of human focj^ty — sn ^r-f 
rangenaent, however, which wa§ checked in 
our weftern iflands by the early introduc-f 
tion of a fyftem of flavery, which, for moral 
turpitude, has no example in the hiftory of 
mankind, The European no fooner arrives 
in the colony than he conceives himfelf a 
man of rank, and would blufli to exercife 
the fame naanual occupation he ufed to 
pradife at honie. He joins his country nien, 
not to work, but to indulge ; and hence the 
poor negro is faddled not only with that 
labour intended for his mafter, but likewife 
with what properly belongs to inferior anir 
mals, It therefore follows, th^t while the 
lazy breed of white men increafcs, theufeful 
and laborious blacks are daily on the decline* 

The 
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The planter's diminlflied ftock muft be re* 
cruited by frelh importations of (laves ; and 
thus, by their rapid and unnatural confump^ 
tiou, thQ regions from which they are ob- 
tained muft be gradually reduced to defola^- 
tion. The cruel effe£ls of this inhuman 
traffic are already felt in the thin populatioqi 
of thefe fable tribes ; and, from the art and 
chicane which the African dealer learns from 
the European mercliant, advapce in the pric? 
of negroes may be expected to bear tio pro* 
portion to their aftual Icarcity, 

In a country where the beauty of climate 
is only equalled by a fertility of foil, the race 
of Europeans degenerates as it increafes ; 
and, after depriving the colony of ufeful la* 
bpurers by exceffive toil and feverity, many 
remain a burden upon the fettlement, or 
fall a facrifice to idleqefs, extravagance, and 
fenfuality. How different from thefe colo- 
nies, in popubtion and manners, are the pro^ 
yinces of Canada andl^ouifiana ! Itl the latter, 
though with a more flubborn foil, (he plan- 
ter is not degraded in his own ^ftimation, 
nor in that of others, by cultivating hit ^prqn 
with his own hands* His c^ 



i66 TRAVELS ROUND THB WORLD, 

not impaired by the indulgence of idlcnefs 
and intemperance, nor does the improve^ 
ment oi^ his Belds depend on the hard toil of a 
rcluftant flave, who has no bettear profpcft 
than that of ending his days amidfl the 
rigours of labour and punifliment. Re- 
fpe£ting what is oblerved of the heat and 
pernicious influence of climate on the Euro- 
pean conftitution, I conceive it to be merely 
in apology for pride and indolence; for 
it is evident, that the fibres of the negro, 
born under the vertical rays of the fun, 
muft be much more relaxed, and therefore 
lefs in a condition for labour and exer- 
ciie, than thofe of the European who 
comes from a more temperate region. In 
fliort, I have had occafion to remark, that 
ignorance and indifference on the part of 
the mother country, regarding the govern- 
ment of her colonies, frequently engender 
infolence and rapacity in certain individuals, 
whofe condu£k tends to fubvert the com-^ 
merce, and fhake the flability of her foreign 

fettlements. 1 return to the Phillippine 

iflands. 

The 
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The Englifli, with a vigilance peculiar 
to themfelves in matters relating to com- 
merce, perceivihg the importance of ^n cfta- 
blilhment in tbefe iflands^ when Manilla^ bj 
the articles of peace, was refiored to the Spa*- 
niardsy formed an alliance with the king of , 
Holo, and eftabliihed a colony in his domifii* 
ons. Their (hips, which have occafion to pro- 
ceed to China late in the Icafon, are obliged 
to fail through the Phillippine Archipelago ; 
and, therefore, they have been at infinite 
pains to acquire an accurate knowledge of 
this navigation, a navigation which in time 
of war affords accefs to the Indian ocean^ 
introduces them to a commerce with the 
whole of thefe iflands at prefent in the 
hands of the Chinefe, favours their ilHdt 
trade with the Dutch fettlements and the 
Molucca ifles, and may, on Ibme future oc- 
cafion, facilitate the conqucil of one or more 
of thde countries, whether Indian, Spanifh, 
or Dutch. 

If the reader is inclined to regard thefe 
obfervations as idle and extravagant, let him 
refle£l for a moment on the aftive and.'af- 
piring genius of the Englifh, and he will 
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find, that among them the mod infigni- 
ficant of the people is frequently aduated 
by all the zeal and enterprize of a patriotic 
.citizen ; that his fpeculations . on the great 
ioterefts of his country are not treated with 
pontempt merely becaufe they come from 
an obfcure individual ; that, fince thefe dif- 
tant regions are rarely vifited but by men of 
inferior condition, who emigrate for the im-- 
provement of their fortune, the minifter of 
(hat enlightened country is fenfible he can 
derive fuch information frotifi perfons of this 
defcription only ; tliat the exadt bearing of a 
cape, pofition of a channel, mountain, or 
harbour, difcoveries of little moment at firft 
view, may be found by men of their charac- 
ter, ardent to have a permanent fettlement 
in that part of the world, of effential impor- 
tance* In a word, let him recolledl, that 
thefe ar? a(3:ually the means by which the 
Englifh have been enabled to complete their 
conquefts in America, to acquire a moft ex- 
tenfive dominion in India> and to open to 
themfelves different avenues to the capital of 
Mexico. 

The 
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The prefent commerce of Manilla, exclu«* 
(ive of a coafting trade with the Bidayaii 
ifles, is confined to one or two (hips, em- 
ployed to purchafe goods at Macao, and five 
or fix Chinefe veffels, which import com- 
modities from Canton and Quemoy. They 
difpatch, but rarely, a fingle (hip to Siam, 
Bengal, or the coafi: of Coromandcl ; and, 
befides the galleon of New Spain, loaded 
with the produce of China and Bengal, they 
fend one to Batavia, whence they arc (up- 
plied with the goods and manufactures of 
Europe. As there was no (hip to fail from 
Manilla (boner than that lx)und for BataviA 
towards the beginning of March, I choih ta 
embrace this opportunity of contiiiuii^g my 
travels. 



CH^P, 



%yO TRAVELS ROUND THE WORLD, 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

Departure from Manilla for Batavta-^An^ 

chorage in Batavia Road — ufeful Cautions 

to Navigators — the Dutch hold their India 

Settlements ly a precarious Tenure — De^ 

fiription of Batavia and its Environs. 

T ACCORDINGLY failed from Manilla 
for Batavia, the 7th of Mafch 1 769, in 
a fmall Spanifh vefTel, with a fair wind at 
caft. We paffed the Marybelles and the 
point of Capon nes on our left, and foon 
came in view of the iflands Luban andMin* 
doro ; but being unable to difcover the 
ifland Paragoa, we were not without appre- 
henfion of running on fome fand-banks fitu- 
ated northward from the foundings of Pulo 
Saputa We entered the found of this little 
ifland, with from thirty to forty fathoms 
water, on a bottom of fand mixed with 
ihells, and difcovered Pulo Saputo, which is 
a rock in the perfeft form of a fliocr North 
of It, at the diftance of three leagues, is a^ 
clufter of other little iflands, or rather 
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which are efteemed fbmewhat dangerous 
in this navigation. The wind, which had 
greatly abated as we turned Pulo Saputo, be- 
gan to freflien ; and having no confidence 
in the S. E. at this feafon, it being now the 
20th of March, we ftood out to fea fronn the 
mouth of the gulph of Siam, and foon dis- 
covered the iflands Anambas and Natuna. 
We faw Pulo Aor, and afterwards the ifles 
of Saint Efprit. Between Saint Efprit and 
the iflands that form the entrance to the 
ftraits of Malacca, we had very little depth 
of water, our foundings being only eight fa- 
thoms on a muddy bottom. We had made 
but little progrefs wTien we were admonifh- 
ed by violent fqualls of our approach to the 
ifland Sumatra ; and foon difcovered the 
mountains of Monopin, irorth of the ifland 
of Banca. Here we flood away towards 
Sumatra, and fleered along the coafl, keep- 
ing clear of the fhore, as well as of the point 
©f Banca* As we pafled the mouth of the 
Palimban, a river in Sumatra, we law a 
Dutch veffel taking in a cargo of pcppen 
We entered ihc ftraus and failed along the 
fhore in onlji^^HkHttLJyAter. The fca 

junniug 
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ruoning extremely high, with little wind^ 
we were defirous of coming to anchor ; but 
finding we had occafion for a fupply of 
fre(h water, we pafled the ftraits, and 
moored in five fathoms, a ftone^s throw 
from the iflands of Nanca. This, however^ 
being a critical fituation for fmall veffeU 
fuch as ours, by reafon of thq Malay pirates 
who infeft the ftraits, we made all poffiblft 
difpatch to get again under weigh ; and the 
next day, having doubled Nort-watcr, we 
had a diftant view of the ifland Java. ' Wc 
were now furrounded with a thoufand fmall 
iflands, in a current which ran with great 
impetuofity, and we thought it advifeable to 
bring to and drop an anchor. We agaia 
got under fail with more favourable weather, 
and doubling Sud-water and the ifle of 
Edam, we moored the 15 th of April in the 
road of Batavia. The flag-ftafFof a Dutch 
fort, ere£ted on this little ifland, appeared 
over the tops of the trees : this, with a 
Dumber of labourers, were the firft obje6ls 
that caught our notice. The approach to 
the ifle of Edam from the S. E. is greatly 

incom* 



and Iccare, but )>rcit)uii»$ <\\>n \^^)jvVU >>t 
danger, which ought lx> U(»«)«Mv4lW\l l>M \\m 
Heoefic of aavigui»r«. T)w liilU hiu^ Ml 
thte £. aod iu the wny kM' ihp tnvltii^i.v lUlitili 
of (hipping in the ixMti, wp hll ^ii mmi lAt' 
lx>ard at a cautideiablc> (,))|)f4itt-i*, TIik t^r 
cond is equally dit^AiU, mt Uilt: ||d('' nt [Ut- 
main from the (hip'a (Utiuu, whiih in # 
good quarter of a Iwgue (mm \m4, anti n^t-' 
poCiteto the c«wl of Batjjvijt/ Tl*-^ t(tmt»if 
i* dJffioguiOied bjr fcy«f*I ^fi4ii-i> «m/*^1 ^^ 
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The road is formed, on the fide of the 
land, by a vaft curvature of the coaft, in the 
xxxanner of an amphitheatre, whofe extremi- 
ties projc<a cotiiiderably into the fta, and 
on that of the ocean by a number of little 
iflands, on which the Dutch have ereAed 
arfenals, magazines, and work-houies. At 
Honduras we had the firil (Iriking example 
of Dutch induftry, confining of windtnilh 
conftru£led for the purpofe of (awing tim- 
ber. 

I proceeded direflly to Batavia, which is 
fituated about half a league from the fliore, 
and c\t the head of a very beautiful canal^ in 
excellent repair, and capable of admitting 
veflels of four hundred tons burthen. The 
city is extremely populous, has a handlbme 
caftic, and the garrifon, as well as the other 
inhabitants, confifts chiefly of Europeans. 
Though regularly, it is weakly fortified ; 
but, by means of canals and avenues of large 
trees, which occupy and interfeft the adja- 
cent grounds, and which might be eafily 
converted into an infinite number of in- 
trenchments, it feems to me capable of bs 
VA^ put into a very ftrong flate of defetKc 

From 
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From all I could learn during four months 
ipent in Batavia and its environs, the fettle* 
ments of the Dutch iti India fcem to be held 
by a much more precarious tenure than 
than thofe of their neighbours the Spaniards 
in the Phillippinc ifles. Since the firft fet- 
tlement of the Dutch in this part of the 
world, they have taken no pains to incorpo- 
rate the natives with their own fubjefls; 
on the contrary, their conduit and deport- 
ment towards the Indians have been fuch, 
as to render the latter highly indignant, and 
impatient of their government. The Hol- 
landers are neither infenfible to the didiftcc- 
tion of the Indians, nor to the advatuages of 
their trade ; and hence that chequered po • 
licy, in which they employ alternately 
force, flattery, and di/ilniulation, as may 
feem moft conducive to their prclcnt views. 
They arc engaged in frequent wai^ with the 
Indians, and in perpetual dread of hofliliticsi 
even from tboiie who live in the ncighUmr- 
hood o£ Batavia; and, were any dilaftious 
event to happen ia die ii(5if» 4^ the cum- 
monwtaiiii Lgdivcft a ii/ut <i i u f^^ thcif 
folofoks m the Eaftp wt tm*^h* i fnt il>e 
Ti 



Veign of theft rcpuHickns finally tferminate 
ni thofe regtbAs. This is '^hat miy ftfe *calfcd 
the Want of colonial ftabiKty, a deftS partly 
oxVing to the Indians never having bedn 
bVbught to cohform Jn niatters of Vdigioft ; 
"but much m6re to that coiienmerdd avarice 
arid rapicity which, have freqilently engaged 
the Dutch in meafures ib fcanrdaloufly bafe 
aind fanguinary, as'cdtild n6t fail to excite In 
the breafts of the natives fentifrtents of the 
niofl: implacabTe hatred to their perfons arid 
iritdrefts. 

The Dutcti fcttlement in the iflarid '6f 
Java prefents a large field for difcuffibn ; but 
I (hall fay little here of what I have either 
feen or have fuflicient reafon to believe. 
The great refort of ftrangers, Europeans as 
well as Afiatics, to this road ; the vaft com- 
merce of the Dutch, t© which Batavia lerves 
as the principal mart ; tTiie unaflfeffed beiauty 
of the capital ; its canals, walks, arid gar- 
dens ; the regularity of theBataviaiihbufes; 
the number, and furhptuous mariners of the 
Dutch merchants ; the immenfe population 
of Indians, Moors, Chinefe,andPortuguefej 
their numerous families of flaves ; the rft- 

fourpcs 
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iburces requifirr to matnram and cany on ib 
caacnfirc and vaiioiis a commerce; the 
fbice of their aims, viiich are in condkion to 
OQotioul and gcyvem many warlike and po-* 
Dent pnnoes ; in a woid, all the dikf objedb 
of inqniiy relative to the adual ftate of this 
farantiy have been fully coniidered by pre- 
ceding tiavdlers. 

I found much entertainment in rambling 
about the fheets of Batavia^ each of which 
prefents the gay and pleafant efiedof a beau* 
tifiil promenade. On either fide is a regular 
row of houies, l/eneered with a kind of teflel- 
lated bricks. Along the walls of each hou(et 
and two or three fteps above the level of the 
grouud^runs a terrace, which is feparated from 
that of the adjdning building by benchest 
and covered with tents or booths for the ac- 
commodation of the proprietor and his 
friends. Beneath this terrace is a fpace of 
fix or (even feet in width, paved with flag- 
ftones, which foaaa a path ffit the conveni- 
ence jo£ iboc-rpaflen^era^ CoDtigoeus to tho 
path is a much la/gci fpace, covered with Rm 
{and and gravel, intended for the ufe otcM^ 
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bufliy evergreens, cut into the form of a 
£m, which lines each fide of a canal of run- 
ning water, about thirty yards in breadth. 
Under the (hade of theie trees is another 
little terrace, neatly paved, and rifing by a 
flight of fteps above the level. of the ftreet^ 
The canal is con6ned by walls, with ftairs at 
certain intervals, for the purpofes of naviga* 
tion ; and on the oppofite fide is a ftreet in 
exa£l uniformity with that which has now 
been defcribed. 

The caflle is one of the moft beautiful 
otgeds I have ever feen ; and from the uni- 
form and chafte fimplicity obferved in the 
military as well as rural difpofition of the ad*<» 
jacent grounds, does great honour to the 
artift. The fuburbs of Batavia are divided 
into three diftrifts, and (eparated from one 
another by large intervals, which are oc- 
cupied by gardens laid out in good tafte. 

The firft diftrift is compofed of Portu- 
guefe heretics, and Indians from Bengal oc 
the Malabar coaft. Their ftreets and houfes 
are in the ftile of the Dutch, but on a (mailer 
fcale. 

Thp 



The U^^^llJ, couiiJcrablv Luxcf aiul ukuxj 
populous than the lomicr, is the chief vcli- 
deace of chc Chiacl'c, who, by ihclt uiiwcvi- 
ned bulUe in the llrccts, axul applicaiisui lu 
the buiIncU ot their Ihop^, arKnvl d Ihikiu^ 
pitflure of the uclive and iudulhiou:i ^ciiiu^ 
of this extraordinary people, 'l^hcii houii:5i, 
except thole ot' the richer lort which havr^au 
elegant limpiicity, are n^ilerably huih ; (hey 
are low, the apartments wretchedly con- 
trived, and, from their great jHipiilaiion, 
ftrangely crowded together, ^rhcir llrcrta, 
extremely narrow and nafty, arc iHrlidcji 
much incumbered wiihu riuioud allc:iiiljUg(: 
of all the various uriiclctiof CliitH-lc iiuluiiiy 
and manufa£i:urc. 

The third confiftsi of ludiaiitf, nil|i;^ii;il 
from the diffcrcnr inandi^ of iht; V4ii anjii 
peiago, as well du froiii ilie varJiHi^ |H||4 i4 
the eaflcrn coiuiiicui. 11m(9 di/ti i<i in iMM»«f 
extenfivc and i Mrnl, \m tllllih illl fW#fl 
than citUcf ot ihc fWliiiii 'I I ' ' ' * 

fuk</f Mia, i^f*: ia *i ^ t* ' i j 
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the pdorcr fort arc extremely fimplcii The 
Indian ever chufing to refide in the vicinhy of 
running water, of which he makes frequent 
uic for aUutioa and other religious obfetvan^ 
oes» commonly rears hli cottage between two 
trees on the bank of i canal. It li v&ty re^ 
markable, that, thou^ Iprung from coun*^ 
tries xnkW didferent firom one another, a 
few triDing differences excepted^ they all 
obiervc the fame rites, manners, and cuf- 
tom$« Many are rude and uncultivated^ 
but they are generally fair in their dealings^ 
limple and unafleAed in their drefs, fober 
and temperate in their diet. They fubfifl 
almoft entirely on rice and fruit ; and ufo 
the loole flowing garments of the eaftem 
nations. The Indian from the archipelago 
wears a kind of petticait defcending to the 
calf of the leg, a Waiftcoat widecuug as it 
approaches the hips, and over all a (a(h or 
phKl, which anfwers the purpofe of a furtout 
civAt, and occaiionally ferves to defend his 
perlbn from the indemencies of the feafon. 
In fine woariier this is worn like a large fhoid-^ 
der«^lt, andis efleeme^ab oraanaental » wdl 
ai ufHul article-of drefs. The furtMtt « 

great 
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great coat^ is ccmmon to bath fexes^ who{e 
aprpanel is in all rcfpeds fixnilar, except that 
the waifteoat and petticoat of the women are 
generally blacky and. made to defcend lower 
than thofe of the men. The head of the 
woman is always uncovered^ with the hair 
foiled or platted on the crown, in the manner 
of the Chinefe. The men wear hats, made 
£>metimes of leaves, and large and flat, 
which have a fbrong refemblance to thofe I 
fidft iaw in the Phillippine ifles. Others 
wear hats made of fine leaves, refemhling in 
didr farm a fmall kettle. 

The intervals between the difierent dif» 
tri^s o£ fuburbs pre&nt to the eye Dutch 
gardens beautifully interfered by canals, 
and embellifhed with artificial iflands and 
rocks, in the fzmc fimple tafle with their 
houfes. The houfes of the Dutch are large, 
faandfome, and convenient ; though \they 
feldom occupy more during the day-time 
than two galleries in oppofite fronts. The 
. firfl, which is ufed as a d rMpng -roogi, k, 

elegant, comfortably funii^ 
, admit a free circulacloa 
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iottnfeheitof thedinome. One end of the 
fiooad galleiy is appn^pmted to the mafier*s 
private aooDannodation^ far here he has his^ 
counttDg-hoofe^ derks^ books, and papers. 
The odier is die a|Murtment of the wife, 
who, amidft her domeftic conocms, her 
chiUran, women, andflaves, fuperintends 
die indafiiy and osconomj of her family. 
The gudens of the Dutch merchants extoid 
to the ffiibnce of a league and a half firom 
Batsivia, on each fide of magnificent canals, 
Ikicdl with fine trees, which affi>rd a coolii^ 
and perpetual (hade. Here I fiiw die bafins 
or refervouni of feveral rivers, which fumi(h 
plentiful luppUes of water over all die adja- 
cent country^ diougli bj far the greateft part 
of it is diverted into the canals of Batavia. 
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CHAR XXDC 



Cmfimns tf the Javanefe and Malay a 
jyefcriftuM rf feveral Cbineje ^emfks on 
the Ifi^nd rf Java — rd^ous and chil 
Rites df the Cbinefe — rwnous Policy of 
the Dutch im their Mam^ement of this Sit^ 
tlentent^ 

T SPENT my dmc very agreeably in this 
^ iflaod, partly in the city» but more fre- 
jquently in one of die gardens which I have 
fiow described. At Batavia I faw the Chi- 
neie as wdl as the European comedy, and 
a fpecies of Javanefe opera, accompanied with 
dancing. Hiere was a novelty in the natu- 
ndand fimple mafic of thefe countries, from 
iriudi I derived much entertainment. The 
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which fubfiftcd between the living and their 
departed friends. 

In the vaft concourfe of different nations 
from the old continent ope perc^ves 4 ^fj 
tindiv^ phyfiognomy and charafter, yrbich 
are lively or fepous, acco^pdiqg as the refppc- 
tive places of their nativity are m^e or lefs 
removed from the regions under the line— 
a diverfity which feems at the £ime time to 
receive certain modifications from the nature 
of the foil and the quality of diet. Ex- 
perience has very much confiipipd roe in 
ihe truth, of this remark ; thcoi^ I cod&6 1^ 
have obferved in fome inftances, with furr 
prize, a ftronger analogy between two peor 
pk on the fame continent, but widely diAanc 
from each other, than betweeti two nations 
almoft contiguous, the one of which is in 
Afia and the other in Europe* This appear- 
ance might peHiaps he befl explained by re- 
curring to the original fources of shdr re^ 
fpeilive population- 

' The Chinefe temples, which ftand wilii- 
-oM the walls of Batavia, are in ^the &mc 
good tafte ol^iv^le >n itheir private iiaild* 
ings : th^ are adorned widi the ^tues of 

Chinefe 
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Chincfe heroK and patriots, wlics after rtii^ 
dering fervices to their country during their 
lives, art now remembered by poilcrity wiA 
gratitude and veneration. Before each iVatue 
is an altar, in hon6Qr of which tajierii t^rt 
Icept burahrg day and night ; and at (IamI 
i>eriods it is the bufincfs of the pricft to •otftr 
facrifice, the nature or purpolcs of \v1lich I 
could not learq. The minifter, however^ 
appears in the evening before the altftr, and^ 
having prayed and beat a drum, proco(xl« It 
burn bits of papei* paint^ with variouH dc» 
%ghs ; and probaibly in this marnner ;pfaf«nCH 
gifts to the objeA df his religious woi Diip. 
At a certain age of the 'moon 'thefe ternplch 
are magriificeritly illuminatikl With liUnpii 
and flambeaux ; and indeed thb gronteH pMil 
of the Chineie rites ieem to be cMorcifcil Ih 
the miyfleribus ufe of light find found. Kiro, 
I am u>ld, is the iytnbol of that fdrvisni Uivt 
which ought to itiflaiM ttieir ttiinda in iht 
ofBccs of<levocitfii-; ¥ddk (oUuAf ifw^m to 
denote tbdr amefi wd ImpmmiM^ 4tllkll 
of being iiflejicd to in titair pmym^* J ttm 
much indioed w rtik (ktk^tA wi^H 
voeoujj mt the relfgicfiii rrtM «f ^ ^^^ 
I 
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s iiieic ij|intBiJ^ SI cwwacot sDSuogy' 
dais ariigkim bcx& and the uie of 
Arum «faidi fiood ancknti j at die 
of dfec kiil Of die coiperor of China's 
In mR» xncs OTc^ Ouneie fut^ed 
. rie |3fniik^ of beadng k as ofien as he 
XD hare an audience of die emperor ; 
aad k is iaid ikat his Maje^ was never 
t:> renue acceis lo his pxeicnce die 
be be&id die kmod o£ die great 
or«isn» 

\%licsi a Oiuieie virgin has attained an 
age proper tot hjnicneal rites, ^ intimates 
her dcnrc of an alliance with the other fex, 
b^ pUclng a iei of fiower-pots in the win- 
Qk>ws of her apartments. Marriage is con- 
traded widiout the iaterventioo of the flight- 
ei^ aoqiuintance between the parties ; and the 
wife of a rich Aiiatic would conceive it to be 
a fwx>f<uiation of her peribn, to be feen with- 
out the walls of the hanun. 

The JiTanefe are taU and weU-piopor* 
tioned in their limbs, and prefent themiehrea 
with a nobler air and more open connte- 
nance than the nadves of the Plullippne i(ksk 
The Malaye Indians, on die other l^«iJ- ^-^ 
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Ihortand clumfy in their perfbns, with {omc-^ 
thing extremely coaHe and juftiq in the ejres 
and general expreffion <^ the face. As to the 
manners, however, of the Javanele, I am 
greatly ata lofs ; for, having lodged in the 
houfe of an European, I had bat little occa- 
fion to frequent their company. 

Many complaints are made of the un* 
wholefbme nature both of the air and water 
at Batavia. For my part, though I drank 
nothing but pure water, and fed on fruit and 
vegetables alone, I never enjoyed, in any pe- 
riod of my life, better health than on the 
ifland of Java. This meagre diet, however, 
is very difierent from the manner of living 
in uie among Europeans at Batavia ; but I 
found it to be die food of the Indians, and it 
was much better, fuited to my natural tafle, 
and to all the (bber and temperate maxims of 
my life. Befides many fpecses of fruits and ve- 
getables peculiar to thefe climates, I met with 
nreiy produ&km of the European garden in 
great abundance. The regiAcr*(hip, which 
fmh annually in the monih of Murch^ being 
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on the point of her 4cpamxtt^ I -fdzed ihh 
opportunity to wrke to my fckods ia £«-* 
•rope* 

The tfioft ruinous policyi^ ia <ny ojHiwxiy 
whkfa caa here a6i:ua6e a company of ffieci>- 
chaat^t 18 diat of inteiieriog iok the jmi»c 
berlefs feuds Mtd aainKifities of t^ Indian 
prinoes ; and beace I iixai|ii;aiin, d%at ihe pof* 
ieflions of ibc rSpaniacds in tifie Phfllipplioe 
ftfles reft on a furer £[H^ndatk)n ihm sfaoie 
either of the £ngli(har Dutch in. the Sail 
la^es. The Dutch were no fbooer &alod 
Ofi the ifland of Java, ithan^ inftead of w- 
maining like good and |)eaceahle tmefchancs 
behind their .oouuters, they .umformly ^ade 
it their bufinefs to mingle in all the anti- 
pathies and difputes >Qf the natives. Con- 
ftantly at war with one prince or another, 
perhaps to their misfortune >thqy ?have been 
ahnoft as conftantly fuccefeful. AiFS^ar^ ihow- 
ever, once kindled in .thefe regions, like a 
kind of hydra, ieidomtexpires wijdiout giving 
birth to many fucceeding ones* I found, 
upon my arrival at Batavia,, that they had 
juft concluded two ; one at Malacca, and 

the 
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thfe Other in the Molucca ides ; a third in 
the eaft erf* Java, was then upon their hands ; 
and they were bufily preparing for a fourth 
in Sumatra, againft the king of Palimban- 



CHAP. XXX. 

Military and civil lE^fiablifhm'ents of the Hutch 
in the IJland of Java — their political Ma^ 
pagement infubj^Sling the native Princes- — 
the Condudl of the Spaniards and Dutch ^ in 
the Adminijlration of their dijlant Settle^ 
ments^ conjidered and compared- — the Author . 
takes his Paffage in an Englijh Veffel for 
Bombay^ 

'T^HE Dutch cdtnpany, under the pretext 
"*• of doing honour to the emperor of Java, . 
but in fa£t with a view to their own fecuricy 
only, maintain two companies of Euro] 
cavalry in his fervice. Every a\^f^nue 1i 
ing to the city is lined with a 
forts ; and though Batavia is deff 
numerous garrifon, befidcs a ftjPQ" 
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Europeans, divine fervice and the execu* 
tion of crioiinals are always performed with 
fhut gates* 

The Indian kings in alliance with the 
Dutch are crowned by the council of Ba- 
tavia ; and when at any time the right of 
fucceflion happens to be difputed, the claims 
of that pretender moft in the Company's in- 
tereft are invariably fuftained, and, by force 
or artifice, he is certain to fucceed to the 
throne. 

It is a maxim of policy with the Dutch, 
to fuit themfelvfgs to the natural conceit and 
vanity of thefe eaftern princes, and to flat- 
ter them with much outward (hew of regal 
grandeur, but at the fame time to ftrip them 
of all real confequence. Thus, provided 
the Dutch can get poffeffion of the fub- 
fiance, the Indian may amufe himfelf with 
the fliadow of Majefty. The king of Pa- 
limban having by fome means given um- 
brage to the council of Batavia, I faw his 
minifter arrive, inftrucied to make every 
apology in his mafter's name ; and his re- 
ception was fuch as became the reprefenta- 
tive of a great monarch. It is the duty of 

I the 
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the youngeft in the court of elders to intro- 
duce ftilCbgers to an audience of the Com- 
pany; and therefore the cbabandar^ as he is 
called, attended by "a numerous retinue, 
went to compliment him on his arrival. He 
was received with great ceremony, and his 
credentials being delivered to the chabandar 
under the difcharge of artillery, were placed 
on a cufhion fupported by a large filver vafe, 
5irhich was carried by a company's officer. 
The proceffion getting into motion, the em- 
baflador, efcorted by a detachment of the 
company's troops, was conduded to the 
caftle ; where, being introduced to the 
council, the perufal of his inftrudions be- 
gan and ended with a difcharge of cannon 
and mulketry. The embaffador withdrew, 
and the council of elders broke up. 

The rank of counfellor, but above all the 
high office of prefident, is inverted with 
much honour and diftindion. The coach 
of the latter is conftantly attended by a body 
of cavalry, and preceded by a company of 
trumpeters, who announce the perfon of 
his excellency to the public. At his ap- 
proach, carriages of all deaominations flop, 
U 2 and 
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vid ihoie vtho are within alight, and pay 
him homage as he pafles. The fihtiour of 
having two running Ibotmen,- a band of 
mufic^ and a train of coaches, is peculiar to 
the members of council ; and carriages muft 
i[K^ and give way to them as to the gover- 
nor gtnenU but« inftead of alighting, it is 
only required that diole within (hall rife 
fiom their places. 

The higher chl$ of merchants, who tal^ 
precedence immedbtdy after members of 
council, have the exclufive privilege of riding 
in gilt coaches. Carriages at Batavia are fub- 
lecbrd to a very heavy impofition ; but it is 
rett^ar!»ihle thjit the quantity of thbtax is the 
rttx*^^? rjfTh of rfie lubiecl*s rank ; inlomuch 
that while a member of council pays a naere 
trifle, the interior orders of men ane made to 
cv^tribute a great deal. If it is in the pcdicy 
c* this regulation to dilcourage carriiges as a 
luxury, I ha\^ no objeaion to it ; but I was 
not a little furprized to find, in the colooy of 
a republic, and in a company of mcrchanis^ 
WKvre etiquette and oflentatioa of fuperiar 
rank than wc ufually meet wiih in the nrft 
rlAlK>f European nobilinr. 

The 
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. The Spariiards live in the quiet and undif- 
turbed plHeffion of their iflands,,and having 
in general nothing to dread from their own 
people, have leifure to turn their arms againft 
the hoftile defigns of a foreign enemy ; and 
yet the fubje<fts'of Spain in thofe parts, 
making allowance for the difference in extent 
of territory, are much more numerous than 
thofe of the allied kings, or rather tributaries 
of the Dutch. 

. The confequence attached to the perfon 
of a Spaniard in a public office is cliiefly 
conferred upon him as a reprefentativeof the 
parent ftate ; and itis not very confiderablcj 
either with refpeft to power or honour : his 
perfbnal condud and charader form his beft 
recommendation to refpeft and efteem. An 
alcade, without the affiftance of a fingle 
bayonet, rules over ten thoufand Indians, 
.who diflike him, it is true, as much as the 
natives of Java can hate the Dutch; but 
ftill they remain in unfliaken. allegiance to 
the Spaniards, a problem which can only be 
explained by the famenefs of religion which 
•fubfifts between the Phillippine ifles and the 
npother country ; but more efpecially, I fuf- 
U 4 pea, 
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pe£t, from the influence of the monks or 
]fMirochial clergy, who have gresbrer influ-* 
race in maintaining good order among the 
natives than even the terror of an armed 
force. 

The conduft of the Dutch in the admi- 
niftratbn of their difbint fettlements is at lead 
equally exceptionable with that of the Spa** 
niards. The miferable ftate of the natives 
who have the misfortune to live immediately 
under their authority, and their inhuman 
luaiTacre of Indians and Ghinefe for ventu- 
ring to oppofe the torrent of Batavian op* 
preffion, are ftrikiiig examples of the tyran- 
nical maxims which aduate the tools of this 
mercantile government. During my (hort 
irefidence at Batavia the Dutch beheaded one 
Indian, and impaled another with circum- 
ftances of fuch favage barbarity, as I believe 
are fcarcely to be paralleled in the annals of 
Turkey. The laft unhappy man remained 
fix days alive upon the ftake, and was per- 
mitted, among thofe who call themfelves 
Chriftians, to expire at laft in the wind and 
rain under all the agony of his wounds. A 
prince from the Phillippinc Archipelago 

had 
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liad been condemned to perpetual impriiba- 
menty and was then living in a cell imme«> 
diatcly over the gate of the caftle ; while an 
Indian of the fame rank, from the ifland of 
Ceylon, was juft fentenccd to a fimilar pu- 
nishment. 

I do not mean, however, to defend the 
policy of the Spaniards, or to fay that in the 
records of their government abroad one can* 
not find fimilar inftances of barbarity and op- 
preffion. Their cruel perfecution of the in- 
nocent natives of Mexico, with the prefent 
mean and indigent ftate of Montezuma*s 
defcendants, while they wound the feelings 
of humanity, carry down to lateft genera- 
tions an indelible ftain in the page of hif- 
tory. The calamitous fate of the Datou^s 
fucceffors in the Phillippine ifles, and that 
horrid flaughter of Indians and Chinefe, 
which enfued upon their unhappy revolt^ 
are farther examples of the lame brutal and 
unrelenting policy. But one of the moft 
extraordinary inftances of colonial vexation, 
whether under the Dutch, Englifti, or 
Spaniards, is that of a young Indian prince, 
U 4 who, 
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who, being forced into exile by the vio* 
lence of his enemies, expe^fted compaflion 
under his misfortunes within the walls 
of Manilla : he had large pofleflions in 
Mindanao and Borneo, was king of Holo 
and feveral other adjacent iflands. Com- 
^pellod, however, to take the field againft 
his uncle, in defence of his juil rights, he 
waft defeated in battle, and withdrew to 
Luconiai hoping to receive fuccours from 
the generofity of the Spaniards* He arri- 
ved at Manilla with great riches ; and de- 
livered to the governor, as a prefent for the 
king of Spain, two curious pearls of fur- 
prizing fize and elegance. He had beea 
educated in the religion of Mahomet ; but, 
with a view to ingratiate himfelf into the 
favour of his new allies, after difmiffing his 
wives, embraced Chriftianity, and was ad- 
,mitted to baptifm. In fpite, however, of 
every compliance on his part, his nearefl: 
relations were fubjeded in his prefence to 
the indignity of the whip, and reduced to 
the meaneft condition of flavery ; while the 
unfortunate prince himfelf, ftripped of his 

property. 
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fnpqnj^ and overwhelmed hf all ^ ibh 
iiif ^joClporarty and defpair, was confioeA 
mmJkmgBOBL' There he repttamcd^ tota l ed 
of^any-eardiljr comfort, dll thearrival tf 
die Eogliih at the gates of MamUa, who 
. cpenad the doors of his pnfeo, and tcftdred 
liUi to his iuljeds. 

•2 jl camsot, however, hdieve, that inch uh 
Auices^.pa£dy and mjuftice in die Spa- 
nifli colonies are countenanced by the' pa* 
aot ibte. IChe inftmdiotis of the coM 
of -Spain to her delegateft in theie ^hnds 
have always iheen favoQiaUe to the ha{^ 
nia of 'die Indians ; and- hence die regula* 
tioa' above-mmtioned for the encourage- 
ment^ of marriage betfwiien their own fub- 
jeds and the natives, undoubtedly one of 
tfaiB beft-inftitutions that can be imagined 
for eftablifhing a national cokmy. To this 
cauie is chiefly to be attributed the declii^e 
of national arrogaiK:e among the Spaniaids, 
as well as the great increafe of Indian fub- 
jcfts, who coiifider themfelves in all rc- 
fpeds as citizens of the fame ftate. But, 
jlJntil the Dutch condefcend to imitate, par- 
ticularly 
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tknilarly in this inftance, the ^wifer poltcj 
of Spain, their fetclements in the Eaft In* 
dies can only be regarded as precarious boards 
of trade, eftabliihed in diftaiit and difafieded 
countries^ 

I have not troubled the reader with any 
account of the animal and vegetaUe produc- 
tions in the neighbourhood of Batavia, be- 
caufe, from the conftant refort of Euro- 
pean nations to this ifland, they muft be- 
fore Jthis time be fufficiently known to the^ 
public ; I ihall therefore but briefly men- 
tion, that one night I met with an animal, 
which appeared lb me of an extraordinary 
fpecies : it had extremely fliort legs, toes, 
and claws, a long tail, a fnout drawing to a 
point, a lively eye, and an afpeft peculiarly 
mild and placid ; being covered with a coat 
of fcales, each at leaft an inch in diameter, 
I rook it for the armadilla. I happened to be 
in company with a Swifs officer, who, as it 
was found croffing the ftreet from the fide 
rf the canal, miftaking it for a cayman, 
gave it a ftroke with his couteau-de-chaffe, 
but, owing to the reiiftancc of the {bales, it 
iceined to receive no manner of injury ; not 



doubtin? 
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doubting that it was an animal of a noxious 
ipecies, I thruft at it witlii my fiiaall fword^ 
and pierced its body under the mail. . That 
creature feeling - itfelf wounded, -inftantly 
affumed the form of a . bowl, and pcrcciv-* 
ing a flope* in the ground,: rolled with fur* 
prizing velocity inftindively towards the 
water. Having fhovcd him to the top of 
the bank, he was feized, and carried fuf- 
pended by the tail to my lodgings ; here he 
furvived his toisfortmies only feven or eight 
days, in the courfe of which he became 
fomewhat familiar, Ihewed an inclination td 
make himfelf a hole in the floor, and was 
almoft conftantly covered with ants. Whe- 
ther thefe infedls were attracted by any par- 
ticular quality in his nature, or merely by 
the effluvia of his wounds, I cannot iay ; 
but to the beft of my obfervation, he feemed 
to eat them. When at any time he caught 
my eye directed towards him, he prefently 
iiolleded his head and feet under his back 
and tail, and became a gobular mafs of fcales. 
He is named, as I have been told^ in the Por- 
tuguefe language, i^ijljou bergougnojou^ or the 



little blufliing animal. 
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